wMdum^ki 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT: 


^.rector, FBI (105-3^23?) 

SaC, New fork ( 105 - 12 UU 5 ) 

ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS COUN^il 
( OF MISSISSIPPI);' “ "" ' ^ 

INTERNAL SECURITT-X 


DATE: 3/29/5? 


ReBulet to Assistant Attorney General fAEREN OLNEY III, dated 3/15/05, 
copies of which were furnished NY, New Orleans and Memphis. 

^•S^llfttKINS, Administrator, National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (MAACP) 20 W* UOth St., NY, NY on 3/21i/55 furnished to 
SA JAMES P. MARTIN, one typed’ copy each of the following j 

1. Letter dated 1/19/55 from ROf^LKIMS to Mh. MAXWELL M. RABB. 

2. Affidavit of I " I 


3. Affidavit of| 
h. Affidavit of 


ALL K? 

herein; 


5. Affidavit of | [ A[/<: . . x /v 

6. Affidavit of .,^ r - , 

' '*>*■ ' 

One set of the typed copies, listed above, as well as two sets of 
photostats of the above listed items, are being forwarded as enclosures with 
this letter to the Bureau. 

In accordance with Bureau instructions in reBulet, two sets each of 
photostats of the above listed items, are being forwarded with copies of this 
letter to the New Orleans office and to the Memphis office. 

No copy of the enclosed material is being retained by NY. 

.. j 

It is noted that after initial contact had be enj made with the National 
Office of the NAACP at NY, to secure the above, CLARENC^wMlTCHELL, Director, 
Washington Bureau, NAACP, telephonically contacted this office and spoke to i 
SA JAMES P. MARTIN on 3/22/50. MITCHELL stated he was in NY that day and had " 


Enos. (3)^ 

2- Memphis (Erfcs. 2) y 

2- New Orleans (Encs. 2) / fnVjlS- 

u\ ' IP 

JPMjEMC , j -V - 
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; |}f : 105-3.2iiU5' v : ,.; . : \ . ; 

been advised by ROY WILKINS of the request for the above items. .He 
said he= Al&ely wished'^ ^dvise that he had, during February, 1955V 
contacted the hd§d of the '-Farm Home Ad^Wis^tation, OS fflepartflient of 
Agriculture, air Washington, 3. C., whose: name he cannot recall, re- 
gar ding the. refusal, by the Farm Home Administration, of loans to : 
the five signers of the enclosed copies of affidavits. 

said he pointed out to the head of the Farm Home 
Administration that these fite persons seemedito:- be good credit risks 
and that he believed pressure- had^been brought: to bear upon , the - 
Farm Home Administration officials in Mississippito refuse the 
loans to these five individuals heehuse the latter were leaders in 
the NAACP in Mississippi. ■ ’ , V ' : : ; ’ ■ ■ i 

MTTf, HF.T,T, recalls that subsequently the Farm Home Administration 
changed its stand in regard to one of t5^S;five indiyiduSls. and had 
extended a loan to ; this one, whose n^Sfe^TCHSLt qould not recall . 

1 The above is set ouiTJor information* RIJC> ; v * 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 

President 
Arthur B. Spingarn 
Chairman of the Board . 
Dr. Chanmng H. Tobias 
Treasurer 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 
Assistant Treasurer 
- Theodore Spaulding 


20 West 40th street. New York 18, N. Y. 


LOngacre 3-6890 


Official Organ: The Crisis 


C OP Y 



EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

Walter White Executive Secretary 
Roy Y/ilkins Administrator 

Thurgood Marshal! Special Counsel 
Henry Lee Moon . v 

Director, Public Relations 

Gloster B. Current ^ 

Director of Branches 

Clarence Mitchell 

Director, Washington Bureau 


January 19, 1.9.55 


-Mr-._Maxw.el l. M Ra 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Rabb: 




i Ff ?£D ^ # yj 1 1 

pyi^taetfi &'l 


We wish to acknowledge your letter of January 18 addressed to 
Or. Chanrtihg; H. Tobias, Chairman of our Board of Directors, 
on his telegram to. the President about conditions now being 
imposed on Negro farmers, homeowners, business and professional 
men in Mississippi. 

We appreciate the referral to the Attorney General for his in- 
formation and attention. .There may or may not be evidence of 
violation of civil rights warranting action by the Department 
of Justice, but it occurred to us in urging the President to 
* alert the appropriate federal agencies" that aspects of this, 
Mississippi situation might come properly within the Department 
of Agriculture and certain lending agencies therein. 

Negro farmers in Mississippi are having difficulty refinancing 
mortgages ♦ A nu mber of .-.others p^aacortLing 

TjoTsessTob, ■'"&&& being turned down on their applications for 
drought-hardship loans. 

I. am attaching two copies of each of the affidavits in . our Pos- 
sessi on. You will note that the names of two men, a| 
and .a ] occur in several affidavits. 

These affidavits seem to indicate that agencies of the.' Federal 
Government itself are arbitrarily denying financial relief 
which they are empowered to give. and which in other years they 
have given, . ' ’ 

We hope that very prompt action can be taken on this phase and 
that not only the men mentioned in the affidavits out of the 
one office at Lexihgtep, Mississippi will receive the atten- 
tion of the Department of Agriculture, hut that all officers 
in the state will be alerted. 

. Very sincerely yours,' 


RWJ erb . 
Enclosures. 


Roy Jfi Ik in s, 
AdmihisTrator 


A F F X D A 7 I T 


^#| ptsc:haXa > ff&Lnes County, 

Mississippi Oct this 28 th day of j|,^ ~ +h*> y««f of cmx* lord 

Wine te on mndr^M. and Fifty Four (19£U>^ -^jMgpty affim^t economic 
pressure : 4U^^i«%-,«acerted on we because of my aebi vl ti e s fa bring 1 ng 


approximately 25 wWabers into the tmAOF branch ofBalsonL, ^ssispippl 


which Ae f if teen adlesfro® my homea 


Pr*oe«tly, my place, house (7 rooms) $ barn, see t raster end 73 acres 
of rich V, \ srslse tpp$K delta soil which as gamfi as ^^ tmles of 


cotton to the acre # l8 under threat of rinartef^A disaster because of 
this y®i&f*s droujgfet and a refusal on the part of tjertlric agoEWdata to 
extend ffmncial loans far operations* 

The reasoning for refusal being that anyone bclongii^^tp the KAACP 
la not worthy of financial assistance aM^jure tensitf M trcubdUMsakere" 
far the cwaicunity* 

X an presently Indebted to a laixter for la meki mg 

Immediate deraaudt for total payment or face possible foreclosure 
proceedings * 

X have been offered $10,000 for my property of which X owe a balance 
of apparcocima tely $3,000* 

X hereby reaffirm the above statmmte to he true and was volunteered 
by me this 28th day of December 1 9$k* 


Sinned 


Witness 


Chester Holmes ^oSijyy Pu blic 


Jiix ;th . -■ ^wsmsmm^ 



COPY 


A F F I D A T I T 


X A I Tchula, 

Mississippi t6§Ls 29th day of December 1954-* hereby 


f firm, that 


who is Farm Home Manager 


(F. a. a.) refuied to accept ciy application For loan, 
however , last year, 1953, about tie 15th of December 
I reltjved an opijFatioixal loan through the same 
agency H* A*)* But this year, I have been unsue— 

cessfxil to get. any consideration for a loan to operate 
xny farm* 


SIGNED 


WITNESS 


NOTARY PUBLIC 


COPY 



COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, HEREBY AFFIRM THAT THOUGH MY COUNTY f 
HOLMES WAS DECLARED A DISASTER— DROUGHT-STRICEENAREA, AND 
THAT DISASTER LOANS ARE BEING MA®® TO INDIVIDUALS 
UNABLE TO SECURE ONE BECAUSE. A I l OF LEXINGTON* 

MISSISSIPPI (FARM HOME MANAGE3?| THOUGHT THAT I SHOULD 
NOT HAVE IT. % 

any ASSISTANCE THAT I CAN GE*t IN SECURING OPERATIONAL 
EX^iBtSE WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 



* 



nr.. i t 


1 Yelmla* Holmes County* 

Mississippi « 28th day of Deoa**r to th. yea#** our lord Nlnej |1> 
Hte * ired and FlTty *wr ( 19 !JU), that 

in *|^ IftACP feHQ ny preserw# in the ouBuurf^^hera exiet. 
-a. foaling of dial ilea. X«r *f v -^r some whit® a»n who are in federal - ~ 
authorl ty £F*H.A.) and who have attempted to —few wy presence in J§ji* 
conra— ilty iwpoeslble. 


Fx&mplmt Mo Xoans will be 
whlgt* begin In Bd4nJ«natr3r« 


for current 


ill one 


*1 | g^eTvlspy ter the F. H* A* of* lexlngt<wj§^ 

Ki^^ipp* through which 'l^^^ waa purehaeed will not ’ 

possi^w Jfeaf me to secure a operations through tlaa 

a white ftiend of — w^^L. to reel— up to O^fco-- 
pt * retMtS ® «* •**“**■** «nd far%*r.tione, through the F.H.A. 


poael^e ter nit to se cure a iS| 
Howaver^ a white tele nd of wdLne 


holdin HP ocKWist of 7& acres *jfdalta soli with two h^mSST^F'” 

hmarn *”* 66 ***** fmdei * cultivation w$igt an approximate balance due 
«i|^»id holdings of f 2 , 60 O» 

^ | heareby reaf f i^ tfe|* the abeww statement Is true a'** 


“^limteared by — this 23th day 


»»ber 


Witness 


Che b toy Koloss Notai'y* PablljO 




COPY 


A F F I D A HI 


| tchula, 

THIS 29 TH DAY OF DECEMBER 195-4, HEREBY 
AFFIRM THAT I HAVE BEES' REFUSED A DISASTER LCAK IK 
HOLMES COUNTY OF MISSISSIPPI- THE COUNTY HAS FUNDS 
AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION -AND MY FARM HOME MANAGE- 


-HEKT SUPERVISOR 


TOLD ME HE WOULD NOT LET 


ME J HAVE A DISASTER LOAN, ALSO 


SAID 


HE C&m*D NOT LEND ME MONEY TO OPERATE ON FOR THE YEAR 
\fcl955 BECAUSE OF THE DROUGHT SETTING ME BACK. 


IT IS GENERALLY BELIEVED THAT 


REFUSES 


SOME fcpANS TO N A A C P MEMBERS BECAUSE OF LOCAL 
ACTIVITIES. 

I, HEREBY REAFFIRM THAT THE ABOVE STATEMENT IS 
TRUE WAS VOLUNTEERED BY ME THIS 29TH DAY OF 


DECEMBER 1954 


SIGNED 


WITNESS 


C. V. Tuufe 


NOTARY PUBLIC 




' AV - £t jwf cfiw ** i» ms* W^m*m mm* 

1*m t*t***m* *« 

e«n«a«ll* aatf w* ml| ihmic <mu& (tare 

ll«Wt 


M«h #f 


?b*r* in b#lnn 



lt5f« f**m my vtlMima, A**tni#i*it*r, mifw—1 

t!» A^V«***«*R* Of Hicil ffeftpl*, *44P»?a*f%« 

til* VMti ***«*, r . €., «ttk W&t*l» %** *!»»* —tt 

*ffi«*rt%* i*a*tii?i***$ II* wtdt» w m m* » 

Tn$»tri*» art i*l»i m*4* ralattt* I* tto* tt&tiftl* ■ 

t v »** Affidavit*, ft** rwmlt* #f tit** ixifsipi** *111 fe* 

fwnlahtd ft** promptly . 


2** • A**l«lARt 4l«»fM| IllWtt 
vlllltt y, fmglrl.Bt 

m ftypi <4>) 


SSBBSg^ 

■*** V *\ 


2ec - RAC, K**phi* \l0^-12l} t 
2c* - RAC, Hew orl*«a* {10£~J{92) 

RAC, MSKFHIS AKD *5W ORtSAHR S1E FACE 2 FOR *OTE. 


CFW : #a 

( 12)1 
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ATTsmon sac, MaRpwi? m > im onmas t 


Refer aace is nade te lulet to Assistant Attorasy General 
Olney III dated March \$ t 1955* copies of %tiieh were furnished the 
Msuphls and Rev Orleans Off teas, and vith which you vere furnished 
photostats of tha refereneed Dope rtisent aanaraadua and an art lei* 
appear lug in tfee "I*oe Anr,alae Tribune* of January 26, 1955. 

Referenca is alaa mad* to Raw York latter to the Bureau 
dated March 29* 1955* with which you trera furnished photostats of 
the affidavit# referred .99 above. 


The Rev Orleans office la inatfuatad to initiate inquiries 
concerning the contants of th ese effldavlta. It should be doto radnodl 
during your inquiries whet her | 

agents of tha Ft% {pass ibly ftaqppe huh aiuubis eras ion j * 
connects : in any way with the captioned organisation, and if so, 
the results of ran inquiries should be furnished promptly In 
report fora suitable fa y dlsssaiinatlonto t ha Peoartaent. in 


fa r dlsssaiinatlonto t he 

the event you dotoralnol |aro not associated 

the captioned organisation #ae results or your investigation 
should he furnished the Bureau undar an appropriate ease caption 


with 


During Ills course of your inquiries any data received 
indicating violations of c iviVv.yighta atetutos should bo furnished 
the Bureau expeditiously unde# the appropriate oa»a caption, 

The Memphis of flea is Instructed te reuain alert for any 
lnfaruation sisdlar to the above indicating possible violations 
of civil rights statutes. This information should be handled in 
accordance with tha above Instructional 


.2 *r 
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TANOARD FO£tM NO. M • XV 

Office Memorandum • * united states 

//; 

PH • Tin v*aft4' rtvt nvio *1 "D -n Yin on A 1 ? T v^rfA a4*o ofn4-*? a« T\ A TTJ • » ^ 


Mr. Tolson — b " 
Mr. Boa^dinai^^ 
"Mr. Nidi 
Mr. BelTnlnt-w^ 


: The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 




l Mr. 

tDtM'JHitaft. 


FROM : Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division >11,1. FBT IJ?K*RM1AT?OH 2 “ 

/&n?< EHR1EI 13 pKE.-f/:.0l?!2T> , . - n |, , 

jjzTf siTRyw«=gt l White Citizens Council ' ' 


aft. v. ’.'I'owd- 

Tels. Eoom 

Mr. Holloman — 


i^W***X« ^rjXjr* ^ fklf # 

i, i- (,» 


Our attention has been called to an article appearing in tha 
March 22 issue of LOOK Magazine, entitled "A Wave of Terror Threatens 
the South. » The article was written by HodilTl i^Vc.jj^ter, editor of the L 
Greenville, Mississ ippi, DELTA DEMOCRAT-TIMES, ' 

The article refers to several incidents which would appear to 
be pertinent to the investigation now being conducted under the pro- 
visions of Executive Order 10li50. It is also posable that yj-o^sttions 
of 18 U.S.C. 2i|.l are involved. The incidents are as follows^# <r ’-' 



One incident involves a Negro undertaker, T •T.J J ohnapn I^of ^ 
Belzoni, Mis sissipp i, who reportedly was threatened by r 

Council with the loss of credit , and his home unless he had ^b^Jpaiie Z 
i stricken from a list of voters and also disassociated himself Shorn t 
Negro Boy Scout activities. £ t? ‘ 

t u* 2, 

| Another incident involved a D£. .Cliiilwr'ftsLI^fes, a Ne^o^' 

| physician at Indianola, Mississippi. Apparently/ br. Battles has 
\ urged other Negroes to register and has publicly approved of the 
Supreme Court's decision regarding segregation. As a result, accord- 
ing to the article, his patients have been threatened with the loss of 
their jobs unless they find another physician. 

-'O 

Vyj Still another incident involved a Mississippi Negro school 

V /teacher who joined a Roman Gatholic Church and who lost her job when 


M 

J iO. 


' v she began attending services in a white Catholic church. 

w We might also add that the March 24 issue of JET Magazine, 

jj on page six, contains an article concerning one Augus tus^ euwt s of 
| Belz oni. Mississippi. According to the article. Courts, I forme* 

■ official of the NAACP, operated a grocery store in a downtown build- 
ing. He was reportedly warned by representatives of the Council to 
withdraw his name from the registration lists and to "quit voting" 

*■ or "they would make it hard for him to stay in business." Courts 
L refused, arkl was thereafter directed to vacate the grocery premises 


A jZ JJW by the landlord, one Joseph Goldberg. 

~N. H. It' u »r ■' : i *v'i 


, >0 U 


Insofar as the above or other incidents interfere with the 
right to vote or freedom of religion or speech, they may involve 
violations ; of‘l8 U.S.C. 2l|l and deprivation of Constitutional rights. . 

In connection with your investigation, it is suggested that Mr. Hodding 
Carter be interviewed for ary additional specific inforniation he may_— j 

oq^ ■ , / 4 T -/ 

-r-LV 


WBflFtAi 



k*?- istont Attorns? osnsrsl 
v srrsn cinsy III 


nron 


Irseter, ffi 






Oa ' Cf 


Aftes i-f! ri.fi 


f StT t 


.:«Tstn*«* mcmirx < 

»T «t« I0$»3t>*3? 




(V4A) 


ftsfsrsnss Is oa«l» is ynt nsssranAsii tots* fcorsh ?fc, 
1955* yssar rs f srsns# ¥Cshf *?gsa»r, eoptloo* "Vhlt* 

ri tissue in ths rsf#JNiiR*#€ nsnsrssAnn yew o**si*s£ 

sn »r > tel* *bieh ot»#or#d Is tbs vtmrrnh ft* isstt* <■£ 

*?.©•** antosins esn s s ra ing tins Citissns Cstnsllff In Mississippi 
r»f*n» is , -<r**r* 3 lastAsnts whtsfc sjhs*S is lw fwarilrsnt is tbs 
iwr*!»ttrtOtis» sf tbs ©options organ 1 sot Isa net* lasing ssndsstO'/ 
tnJsT tbs prstrisiSRp of isssntiss or#*» sad that it is 

pees lb 1* that vislatisRs sf Title 16, 0, n # . Cstfs* •'sstlss 2l 1 , 
*r* invel «•#<*« 


Tsar atisntlsn is e oils a. is tbs resort of pec 1*1 
&mnt ^soris# A. ^vsssit lists 4 psbrasry 14, lt$5, in this asttsr, 

» espy sf SHI** *m fwsAsbs*! tbs nsportassni pros Iso* ly* on 
p*k« $fe ©f ibA* rsssr t tbs r*#«lts sf an intsrvisw vitfc 
I I « fe& 1* asnilonsd it* yoor sssborsnAaa, *i*s 

e#i out, I I Is ethoreies ««nt; lea# 4 in that report sit 

p*:t?s* ‘ 69 , 54 as* St. 

imrusesesfal attsapt* *»*r* asuts is losat# ami uitsr- 
vise t, v. fafcnM*, *t*s«s mm© is- sst sst in tbs rsfar#«r*« 
tsrasrsnam, f t ten ssn** nans i» psniisits# in its report sf 
r 'fMssisl A^snt tssrstt sa ?*§»* i$# 5li «»<3 55* farl^ar attaint* 
wi lt be «o<f* ts Issnts an*f intsrsis* f ©bacon. 

f A Si / to osatisn i« as«s ©f Attpwtns Cfssrta*,- n**ss-i in year 

— c tdw»o3f4i»4toB8,t® ths rsftsrt sf •fpsslsl Agsst irsrstt sr in iha rapert 

84 1 Agswt tsnrsnss jr. fssnk, ir„ s ©spy sf vhich bo# 

i.is- X? sMsn fbrBit'hsf tbs report nsnt. fnqrtiriss will bs initlstst 
S' It $ tUtt rsspsst ts tbs sllsfOtiss* sf .Mtisn tsten 4* 

* -''■ fcswnsil* ?« siwusttsn si'th dsert*.- .' d\ & 


Tolson vltti rsssrii ts ys»r.t«S : ?s*ti*« in t9#t : -fSX®r®a —4 

Boardln t)«s PssflpMs o f flit' ‘*?f tMsflMrsstt ins tracts 

S.tl s > ts t«*tsrslsn Mr, KSSiSim, K' # ltpr sf tbs •^slts'" ’’ 

Harbo \ / 

p a too" s 2c e - rAC, Ksmp^is (10^121) (v/At t icbifeSnPl^/ 

Rosen 2ce - sac , Use Orisons (105-492) (b/j^aitejs*nt ) 

winterrowd — AO , AVC ^WW CRT 3AH^ ”3E TAQsSp PC^V^B. 

CP^p/ ;bas^— ^12 ) <d.^SEE PAGE 3 FOR NOTE ON i^LLOW) 

Gandy At 


Ice - rAC, Kampala (105-121) (V/At t^bjfejintvl^X 
ice - SAC , W«i* orisons (105-692) (b/#1^|toj|snt ) 


{ 

\y 
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t,. - i»cu>< 

feillia® ' f. 

ATTEITTIOW “SAC, MEMPHIS AHD PSV ORISAHS* 


There i« being furnished tbs Memphis and Haw Orleans 
Offices on® photostat ®ach of the referenced memorandum. The 
Wemphi® offie® 1« instruct® d to immediately loo at® and Interview 
T. V* Johnson and to conduct inquiries eoneernlng th® incident 
Invoicing Augustus Courts, loth Johnson and courts reportedly 
reside In Belsoni, Mississippi. Courts should be interviewed 
unless In format ion in tho files of your office dictate to the 
contrary. 

Tim Memphis Office is also Instructed to immediately 
Interview nodding Carter, Editor of the "remocrat-Times 
Oraen villa, for any Information in hie possession concerning 
the captioned organisation. All facts upon which his article 
In *t,ooir" magaslne was based should be obtained. 

The Memphis end Hsw Orleans Offices are instructed to 
remain alert in e ess duet ing invest 1 get ions in this matter to 
possible violations of civil rights statutes, information 
regarding th«s® possible violations should be furnished tho 
Bureau promptly under appropriate ease captions. 

A report suitable for dissemination containing the 
results of your interviews end inquiries in connection with the 
referenced memorandum should be furnished the Bureau promptly. 






NOTE ON YELLOW: 

The correct name of this organization is Association 
of Citizens Councils (of Mississippi) . Investigation of this 
organization was suggested by the Department in connection with 
the provisions of Executive Order 10450* The captioned Council 
has as its aim the maintenance of segregation in public schools 
and prevention of Negros from voting. These aims are to be 
carried out through legal means according to the organization. 
Enforcement of these aims is to be through economic boycott 
of Negros attempting to vote and who are pressing for integration 
In public schools. 




ANDARD FORM HO. 64 


Office Mem ~ wi • united s ~ dvernment 


TO 

FROM 


DIRECTOR , FBI (105-34237) 
S NEW ORLEANS (105-492) 


DATE: April 15, 1955 



SUBJECT: "ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS COUNCILS (OF MISSISSIPPI) 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


Reference is made to Bulet dated 4-6-55 

to. stant' Attnragy TrPnprfll WARREN OT.NF.V TTT. nnnnprning 

affidavits of I „ 


Please be advised that investigation is 
being conducted in accordance w ith Bureau instruct ions 
and it has been determ ined thatl | is the 

County Farm. Management ! I Far mers Home Admlnls - 

tration at Lexington, Mississippi, and | | 

(believed mistakenly referred to as | I Is 

~| Farmers Home Administration 
at Greenville. M ississip pi .where he was transferred on 
January 16, 1955 . 1 I is a Negro and has been with FHA 

since April 16, 1941 . 

Copies of the above-mentioned affidavits 
have been obtained from FHA, Jackson, Mississippi, but 
since Bureau already has copies, no additional copies are 
being furnished. 


A report will be submitted by the New 
Orleans Office in the near future AT , T , mFORiJ’ATT'r ’ ' ^C ' v V ' ,TI0 


LJFrdbc 

1 cc: Memphis (105-121) (RM) 
REGISTERED MAIL 



/■> 


3 




? + / 







ari APR 20 1955 
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••t>6 
i>7C: 


University, Mississippi 



all nsrojtMA.Trosr cwmmm 

sattfe 

VWfli 


April 22, 1954 


Mr J Edgar Hoover 
Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of. Justice^ Building 
Washington, D C ' 

Dear Mr Hoover; j 


?>' if 






*Ol 


0.x\ 


y^-oa 


•) 


I am writing to 'you to obtain information on the Citizen’s 
Councils which have been set up here in my horpe state of 
Mississippi. I Would like to know what the opinion of the . 
FBI is about this organization. I fully realize to release 
such information may be impossible but I shall be gra&feful 
for any data which you may be able to supply me with. 

The primary reason I am requesting this information is be~| 
cause several members of my family are very active in it 
work. I feel that they are wrong in their actions however 
I am not for immediate intergration. I am fearful of any 
organization that proposes to willfully violate the law 
of the land and to create unrest and ill-will between the 
two races. I fear that- these Councils will degenerate in 
another Ku K lux K lan with a reign of terror which will di 
vide our country; 

$ 

It is in this state of min'd that I request any ' inf ormatioi 
you might be able to supply me. 




uJ 




. ' #? : 

16 APR.gg 1955. 
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b6 

b7C 




?d. 


9s 


April er, 1955 


... . . .. r t . 




ffmtooroitg, Mtaotootppt 
Doar \ I 

Tour lHt#r April BA, 1955, Ml 

Mil NffltMtf* 


Altkomgb J momld lit* t* bo of ooroioo, 
information t* FBI filoo li «tf Mall- 

M2« /*r off total mi Ml|* J monld lit* *• |«l«< 

alu mm #,<• Aiiwm l» MrfM2| • fa*b»gatkortng 
agon og and d**» Mi mM imImMmi #r tfrw im*2m<mi 
•* t» the character or tntogrttg of *»| organisation, 
pmblioatlon *r tndtvtdnal. 

I I mom that go* mill omdorotamd At* roaoom 
for Mim ml mo and will »o« tafwr from mg tnabilttp 
to bo of a ooiotomoo otthor that m* do or that too do 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


\ ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS QOUNCILS INTERNAL SECURITY - X 

’ ‘ (-OF MISSISSIPPI,), akas The Citizens Councils 

\ of Mississippi, ■ 

{; SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

j Article appearing in Los Angeles Tribune 1/28/55 reveals 
| affidavits reportedly submitted by Mississippi NAACP leaders 
| accusing two Farmers Horae Administration agents at Lexington, 

* Mississippi of discrimination in collaboration with economic 

pressure movement of Citizens Councils of Mississippi. Investiga- 
tion- by FRA official fails to substantiate allegations. One of the 
two FHA Agents accused denied membership In the Association of 
Citizens Councils, and the other is a ’’Negro .' 1 Allegedly the 
signers of the affidavits, told one, of the accused agents that 
they had no complaint with the FHA and if any criticism of FHA 
in affidavit, they did, not know what they were signing. Group 
; of citizens in Jackson, Mississippi reportedly organized Hinds 
/ County Branch of instant organization under name of Jackson 

States -Rights Association'. . A/* • — _/ /- 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


Bureau (105-3^237) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Birmingham (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Charlotte (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Knoxville (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Little Rock (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Louisville (iNFOo ) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Memphis (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Miami (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

Mobile (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Norfolk (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Savannah (INFO.) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
New | Orleans (105-492) 


By letter dated March 15, 1955, the Bureau furnished 
a photostatic copy of an article which appeared in the Los 
Angeles Tribune. on January 28, 1955 ^ and requested that copies 
of affidavits referred to in the article be obtained. 


The article Is as follows s 

"EISENHOWER TOLD FHA COLLABORATING WITH 
DIXIECRATS TO FREEZE NEGROES ECONOMICALLY 

"New York - Affidavits from! Mississippi NAACP leaders, accusing 
representatives of federal financing agencies of discrimination 
in collaboration with the economic pressure movement of 'the 
White Citizens Councils of Mississippi, have been submitted to 
the White House with an urgent request for ’prompt action. ’ 

. t 

"WALTER E. STRIDER and S. 0;‘NEAL, agents of the FHA in Lex- 
ington, Miss., are named as; denying Negroes assistance. 

$ 

” ’These affidavits,' ROY WILKINS, NAACP administrator, in- 
formed. the White House, ’seem to indicate that agencies of the 
federal government itself are arbitrarily denying relief 
which they are empowered to! give and which in other years they 
have given . ' 
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"Aids NAACP Membership Drive, Denied Loan 

" ’Because of my activities in bringing in about 25 members in 
the NAACP branch, 8 one farmer asserts in his affidavit, ’economic 
pressure is being exerted on me. 8 Owner of 73 acres of ’rich 
Mississippi delta soil 8 ' with a 7-room house, a barn and a 
tractor, this Negro farmer says that although his tract produces 
as much as a bale -and -ai -half of cotton per acre, he is unable 
to get loans for operations. 

- * 'I 

"Because of drought and the demand for immediate payment of a 
$3*500 mortgage, he is !in danger of losing his place. 'Any one 
belongong to the NAACP,* he affirms, is not deemed 'worthy 
of financial assistance and is termed a troublemaker in the 
community. 8 ; 

"O'Neal Strider Named ■ ; 

"Although ’disaster loans are being made to individuals ' in l 
the drought area, another victim affirms that he has been unable 
to. secure such a loan ’because a Mr. S. O’Neal, of Lexington, 
Miss. , (farm home manager) thought that I should not have it. 8 

. i 

"A woman, farm owner in; the same drought -stricken area also 
complains that O’Neal and Strider have denied her a disaster 
loan to operate her fa^ra. 8 It is generally believed, 8 she adds, 
'that Mr. Strider refuses some loans to NAACP members because 
of local activities''. 

"Last year, a local NAACP leader swears, he secured without 
difficulty an operational loan from the FHA. 8 But this year, 

I have been unsuccessful in getting any consideration for a 
loan to operate my farm,' he asserts, naming O'Neal as i. 
the one who rejected his application. \ 



"The owner of a 76 -acre farm complained that; 

" 8 No loans will be extended to me for current operations 
which begin in mid-January. A Mr. Walter E. Strider, 
supervisor for the FHA of Lexington, Miss . , through which 
ray property was purchased, will not make it possible for 
me to secure a loan for operations through the FHA. However, 
a white friend of mine was able to receive up to $10,000 
for equipment and operations through the FHA and Mr. Strider. 8 


• I 
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"Branch President Turned Down 

"The president of an NAACP branch, owner of a $37*000 business 
in a Mississippi city affirms that he was warned by a member 
of the City Council and ; two police officers to post a sign 
over his place 'For Colored Only* in an effort to drive away 
white trade. 

" 'I was told,* he declares 'that their reason was to protect 
jtie from the 'poor whites' and to keep the mean white people 
from bombing my place. I refused their request. As a result, 
pressure was put on whites who stopped trading with me. My 
business is very young and I didn't have money for operation. 

I went to my local bank but was turned down. No reasons were 
given for not granting the application. ' " 


Mr. BUFORD YERGER, Director, Federal Housing Administra- 
tion, Jackson, Mississippi, advised, on April 5, 1955 that 
Mr. THOMAS B. FATHEREE.was Director of the Farmers' Home Administra- 
tion. 


Mr. THOMAS B. .FATHEREE, Director, Farmers' Home 
Administration, 450 Milner Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 
advised on April 7 , 1955 that the matter of- alleged discrimination 
on the part of two of his field agents at Lexington, Mississippi 
had been brought to his attention immediately upon a release 
of publicity allegedly that the CITIZENS COUNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI 
were using government agencies to carry out their program of 
economic pressure. { 

: \ 

Mr. FATHEREE Stated that a complete investigation 
was, made of the eases referred to at Lexington, Mississippi, 
and* that he had received photostatic copies of the affidavits 
filed by the applicants for Farmers' Home Administration loan 
assistance in Lexingjfcon, Mississippi. 


The affidavit .submitted by 
Jrchula, Mississippi, is as follows 
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" I , I I Tchula , 

Mississippi, this 29th Day of December 1954, hereby affirm 
that I have been refused a disaster loan In Holmes County of 
Mississippi. The county Ha s funds available for d istribution 
and my Home Management I I told me^he 

would not let me have a! disaster loan, also l 
said he could not lend me money to operate on for the year 
1955 because of the drought setting me back. 

"It is generally believed- that l | refuses 

some loans to NAACP _ members because of local activities. 

"I, hereby reaffirm that the above statement is 
true and was volunteered by me this 29th day of December 1954 

"Slgnedf I ( 


According to Mr, FATHEREE, the following information 
reflects all pertinent details of this individuals dealing 
with the Farmers* Home Administration. 

I wldow, received a farm ownership loan in the amount 
of $6230 and purchased a farm at Mileston, Holmes County, 
Mississippi, January 1,: 1944 with an annual installment of 
$2690 51* first payment due 12/31/3f4i> She also received farm 
operating loans based on farm and home plans 1944 through 1947 
and paid her operating loans in full November 19, 1947, For the 
crop years 1948 through 1952 she received her farm operating 
loans from some other lending agency or individual and at no time 
during the period 1948 through 1952 did she request or make 
application for a loan through the Farmers Home Administration. 

"For the crop year 1953 she made application for an operating 
loan and received an initial loan in the amount of $4500 based 
upon farm and home plan that was jointly agjKjgsgd would be 
sufficient to operate the farm efficiently. However, field 
visits to the farm and home by County Supervisor revealed that 
it would be necessary for an additional amount of $315 he 
advanced to carry through on the planned farm operation. 

This $315 subsequent loan was granted June 15> 1953* At the 
end of the crop year her crops were sold and the proceeds 
amounted to $1145.80. She applied this as credit to the 
indebtedness principal and interest leaving a delinquency 
of $1341,71 or a total indebtedness of $3816.71. For the 
crop year of 1954 she received an operating loan based on . 
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"farm and home plan that was agreed would he the amount necessary 
to carry through an efficient farm and home program for the 
1954 crop year* t 

"During the crop rear field visits were made a s follows by 

I 5/4/54; 6/10/54; 

HAHA4; qAsA 4.° 16/10/54 ? and 10/17 /54. linker date of 
6/15/54 a farm visit wais also made by | County 

Supervisor, to inspect , security chattels including an inspection 
on buildings for minor repairs* All of these visits were made 
working jointly with borrower and at no time did borrower 
suggest or request additional loan for carrying through on 
the farm plan operation. At the end of the crop year 1954 
proceeds from the sale of borrower's crops in the amount of / 
$1209*01 were applied to principal and Interest leaving / 
her delinquent in the amount of $1731*70 or a total operating 
loan indebtedness of $4206.70* 

| was notified to come to the Farmers Home Administra- 
tion office in Lexington for the year-end analysis and to 
prepare 1955 plans which would include an operating loan if 
justified by the farm and home plan. Upon this v isit it was 

discovered by lien search that | I held a second 

mortgage on chattels and first mortgage on 1955 crops . 

was advised that it would be necessary to have 
the crop mortgage cancelled and to secure a statmen£^ 

from l I to the effect that he would not 

foreclose during the calendar year of 1955 on second mortage 
held on chattels. This information as requested has not been 

received by the FHA office as of this date. \ 

\ 

\ 

"No question has been , asked this borrower with reference to 
her affiliation or membership or nonmembership with any 
organization. A farm operating loan has not been refused 
and at such time as she can arrange her financial business 
to meet the regulations and policies of the Farmers Home 
Administration the GoBgxt|$: /Committee will certainly give her 
as they have in the past ail consideration with reference 
to financial help. 

I has received financial assistance through the 
Farmers Home Administration to assist her in overcoming 
farm problems., as the records will reveal. For the calendar 
year of l^^^arough the calendar year of 1952 borrower was 
delinquent on real estate payments. During' the 1953 calendar 


- 6 - 


b6 ■ 
b7C 


NO #105-492 


"year payments were paid current from the sale of timber re- 
moved from field and pasture land. As of, 9/30/54 borrower owes 
a balance of principal on land to the Farmers Home Administra- 
tion of $5243.52 and $79.15 interest." 


, The affidavit : submitted by 

rehula, Mississippi is as follows 

" I , I U I Tchu la , 

MlRa lsslupi this ^q tn 1 dav or Decemb er hjvk hereby affirm 
that ! I who is Farm Home | (F. H. A.) re- 

fused to accept my application for loan. However, last year, 
1953# about the 15th of December I received an operational / 
loan through the same agency (F.H.A. ). But this year, I have 
been unsuccessful to get any consideration for a loan to V 
operate my farm. 

"Signed I I 


WITNESS 


/s/ Co V. THURMOND 


NOTARY PUBLIC " 


A transcript of 
Home Administration is ias 



egotiations with the Farmers 


owss 


| made application and received an initial Farm Owner- 
ship loan in the amount of $5765 and purchased a farm at Miles - 
ton. Holmes County, Mississippi, January 1, 1944, with an 
annual installment of $249. 39, f irst due dat e 12/31/44. \ 

Each year from 1944 through 1954 1 l has received a 

farm operating loan based upon the actual needs for the 
efficient operation of j his farm. He has always made satis- 
factory payments and has always followed his farm* and-feorae 
plans and been very cooperative with the field and office workers 

"On January 23, 19521 | received an operating loan 

in the amount of $4obu representing family subsistence, 
seed, feed, fertilizer ; and the purchase price of tractor 
and equipment. His payments on this loan were as follows s 
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"$1960 due 1952| $700 due 1953 l $700 due 1954 and $700 due 
1955 » He met his obligations paying current in 1952 on 
both his real estate and operating loan. For the crop year 
of 1953 He received an operating loan of $1850 based upon 
farm and home needs for that current year. In 1953 He paid 
tHe $1850 and also the $700 note on capital goods. For the 
crop year of 1954 he received an operating loan of $1260 
based on the farm and home needs for efficient operation 
of his farm and after field visit by the County Supervisor 
on April 16. 1954 it was determined that he needed an 
additional $250 to carry through on his plans and this loan 
was granted, making a total of $1510 loans for 1954. He 
repaid this $1510 and also $448.52 as credit on the $700 
note leaving him delinquent on his operating loans as of 
this date $251.48 with a. total principal balance owed 
on operating loans of $951 °48. 


I was notified; to come to the FHA office on 

December 14, 1954 for an: analysis of his past year's 
operations and to complete plans for i§55 which would 
include a 1955 operating; loan if necessary . He failed to 
comply with this request and was rescheduled for January 12, 
1955 ° Records reveal that he did not comply with this 
request. He has been rescheduled for February 1, 1955- 


| has not been; refused a loan and has gotten every 

consideration that any other farm family has and will 
continue to receive such: consideration. 


"Records will reveal that under date of March 17, 1954, July 
133&L954 and Novembe r 18, 1954 f ie ld visits were made toi 

WMM Mm J 1% AIM A A ■P I I I 


£ 


r fawn and hnrng 


r 


of| 


M 


assisting borrower m carrying tnrougn 


with his plans as to their actual operations of his farm 


"The borrower's real estate loan has been current at all 
times other than a short f time during the year 1947 , when 
he was delinquent $56.52. Borrower owes a balance on his 
real estate to the United States of America of $4223.67 
principal and $66.28 interest. 


"The records outlined above reveal that has 

never been refused an operating loan for tne 1955 erop year. 
If and when he complies With our request that he appear 
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"for the year -end analysis of his 1954 operations as Is 
required for all borrowers and it is determined from this 
analysis that a 1955 operating loan is needed, full considera- 
tion will be given to his application- " 


Mr. FATHEREE sta ted that subsequent to the date of 

the above 

loan by the Farmers 8 


information that | had been granted an operating 

J administration for the erop year 1955 


Home 




An affidavit submitted by 
Tchula, Holmes County, Mississippi, is as roiiows 

. ■ L H ( 

"1, 1 i Tehula, 

qlmes County, Mississippi on 26 th day of December in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty four (1954), here- 
by affirm that because of my mere membership in the NAACP 
and my presence in the community, there exist a feelirig^of 
dislike for me by some white men who are in federal authority 
(F-H-A.) and who have attempted to make my presence in the 
community impossible- | 

, i 

"Examples No loans will be extended to me for current 
operations which begin in Mid -January. 


"A 


for the 


F-H.A. of Lexington, Mississippi tnrougn wmcn my property 
was purchased will not make it possible for me to secured 
a loan for operations through the F. H. A- However, a white 
friend of mine was able to receive up to $10,000 for the' 
pu rchase of equip ment and for operations, through the F-H.A 
ancj 


"My holdings consist of 76 acres of Delta Soil with 
two homes a bames and 66 acres under cultivation with an 
approximate balance due on said holdings of $2,600. 


hereby reaffirm that the above 
statement is true and was volunteered by me this 28 th 
day of December 1954- j 

"Signed 


"A/L 

/s/ 0 


PRESTON HOLMES 


WITNESS 

NOTARY PUBLIC" 
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Details concerning | | dealings with 

Farmers^ Home Administration is as follows? 


received a Farm Ownership loan in the amount of 
$t>955 and purchased a farm at Miles ton. Holmes County, 

Mississippi, January 1, 1944, with an annual i nstallment of 
$300o87, first payment due 12/31/44. Borrower ! I 

received operating loans \ for the crop years 1944 through 
1946 and paid the Government in full on operating loans. 

Since that date he has sjeeured loans as farm plans will 
reveal from other lending agencies or individuals. 

"As of this dat d I has not submitted application 

for an operating loan but under date of January 19, 1955 he 
was in my office with several other borrowers and discussed 
his financial conditions! as he requested to do. I made ( 

lien search at the chancery clerk’s office, said lien search \ 
attached in his folder dated January 19, 1955, 10s00 a.m. , 
and the records reveal several mortgages on land, crops and 
chattels, the latest mortgage being recorded 1/13/51, 

Book .105, Page 477, in the amount of $5^24.09, due 10/1/54 
to J. Wo MeCLINTOCK, covering second mortgage on land, 
first mortgage on chattels, and. first mortgage on 195^ and 
1955 crops. He was advised in the presence of the delegation 
with him and also office; personnel of my office that it 
would be necessary to have the 1955 crop mortgage cancelled 
and a statement from the mortgage holder on land and chattels 
that he wsald not forecl ose during the crop year of 1955* 

As of this date Borrower! I ha s not furnished 

information as requested? ! | has not been refused 

an operating loan but has been notified that he must me^t 
conditions governing the approval of a loan by the laws of 
Congress and the policies of the Farmers Home Administration. 

At such time as these requirements are met the County 
Committee will certainly review his application and give 
all the assistance available with reference to a loan or 
loans for 1955 » i 

l s 

has not discussed with the Farmers Home Administra- 
tion personnel in the Lexington office or the County Committee 
anything concerning his jaf filiation, membership or nonmember- 
ship with any organization and that affiliation, if any, 
does not and will not have any bearing on his application. 

| was delinquent on his real estate notes in 1947, 

1950 AM 1952 . He is current with the Farmers Home Administration 
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"as of this date owing a balance to this agency on his real 
estate of $5708.39 principal. As of this date he does not 
owe the Farmers Home Administration, an operating loan." 



as follows s 


An affid avit submitted by 

Tchula, Holmes County, msisxBbippi, is 


"I, iTch ula. 

Holmes County. Mississippi ^on this noth day of December in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty four (1954), 
hereby affirm that economic pressure is being exerted on me 
because of my activities in bringing approximately 25 
members into the NAACP branch of Belzoni, Mississippi which 
is fifteen miles from my home . 


"Presently, my place, house (7 rooms)? Barn? One 
tractor and 73 acres of rich Mississippi Delta soil which 
produces as much as 1§ bales of cotton to the acre, is under 
threat of financial disaster because of this year's drought 
and a refusal on the part of lending agencies to extend 
financial loans for operations. 


"The reasoning for refusal being that anyone 
belonging to the NAACP is not worthy of financial 
assistance and are termed, "trouble-makers" for the community. 


"I am presently indebted to a lender for $3,500 
who is making immediate demand for total payment or face possible 
foreclosure proceedings. 


"I have been offered $10,000 for my property of 
which I owe a balance of approximately $3,000. 


"I hereby reaffirme the above statements to be 
true and was colunteered; by me this 28th day of December 1954. 


Witness" 


"Signed 
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An explanation of his negotiations with the J*armers * 
Home Administration is as follows? 


received a Farm Ownership loan in the amount 
or $p±ip ror tne purchase of a farm at Mileston, Holmes 
County, Mississippi, January 1, 1944 with ah annual install- 
ment principal and interest of $221.27, first installment 
due 12/31/44. Records reveal that he also received operating 
loans for 1944, 1945, 1946, and 1947 from the Farmers Home 
Administration and its predecessor agency. Records further 
reveal that he paid his! operating loans in full in 1947 and 
since that date he has secured his operating loan(s) from 
private lending agencies, not having requested or made applica- 
tion through this department at any time for a loan. 


;e on his chatte ls 

“land 1“ I 


"In the month of December 1954, 1 I eame to the ( 

FHA office at Lexington. Mississippi and personally discussed 
with the pos - 

si bllity or secu ring an 1 operating loan for He stated 

to| | that he* was indebted tq 

Belzoni, Mississippi, and the said| | held 

second mortgage on his land and firs t mortgage On his chatte ls 
and 1955 crop. With this Information ! ~| and I I 

I came to my office and we received and discussed the 
statements tha t he had just made to Assistant Supervisor 

| I further made lien search and noted that a 
mortgage was filed January 1, 1952, Book 100, Page 359* in 
the amount of $6621i82i, to J. W. MeCLINTOCK, date due 10/1/52, 
which included second mortgage on land, first mortga ge on 
chattels and first mortgage on 1954 and 1955 crops. I I 

stated that he did not owe this much and that he had credits 
applied against th is inde btedness t hat the records d id not 
reveal. I advised I I to contact | ~k nd secure 

an itemized statement of his indebtedness. I further advised 
him that it would be necessary before a loan could be made 
for this 1955 crop operations that the 1955 crop mortga ge 
he flannelle d and that he should seeure a statement from ! I 
I that he would not foreclose on chattels or land 
during the calendar year of 1955 • As of this date he has 
failed to secure or give a report on this requested information 

"Under date of 10/7/54 J I came to the FHA office 

and made a payment on his real estate note of $331*41, which 
represented $110.14 delinquency and the annual payment of 
$221.27 for the year 1954. This was remitted by receipt No. 
F217697. Records further reveal that these funds were from 
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"the sale of 1954 crops j and demand was made by 

for these funds as he held fir st mortgage on the crops 

and this money was refunded to l leavlng 

| delinquent on his real estate notes a s of this 
date $331.41. The records also reveal that Borrower | ~ 

has been delinquent on his real estate loan every year except 
one from 1947 through 1954. As of 9/30/54, borrower owes a 
principal balance on real estate of $43670 97 and $154.76 
interest to the FHA. 

"R ecords reveal th at field visits were made to the farm and home 

of T ~ j by | 

on April 26, 1954 ana June 5 S ±y54 for tne purpose of assisting 
him in anyway pertaining to his farm and home plan. 

"Lien search requested 1/19/55 reveals that mortgage filed ( 
1/15/54, Book 105, Page 504, in the amount of $9629.50 due \ 
date 10/1/54, to J. W» McCLINTOCK, covered second mortgage 
on land, first mortgage; on chattels, and first mortgage on 
1955 crop. 

"The record of I I loans by the Farmers Home Administra 

tion bears out the fact that he has received full consideration 
on all requests for loaps from this Administration. He has never 
been turned down on his; application for a loan when adequate 
information was furnished by him in accordance with the loan 
making policies of this Administration. In fact, he has re- 
ceived assistance from the FHA to help him overcome what 
appears to be a chronic ! delinquency situation on his real 
estate. At no time has; his affiliation with any group been dis- 
cussed with him nor has; his membership nor non -membership, 

his race or creed, had any bearing on consideration of his 

applicati ons for FHA loans . I assure you that applicant 1 

l and all other applicants will continue to receive proper 
and fair consideration., | Upon furnishing information necessary 
for a decision regarding his loan which has been requested, the 
County Committee will be glad to gi ve consideration to any 
application that Borrowerf I desires to make." 
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: : .Affidavit submitted by | \ 

Tehula, Holmes County, Mississippi is as follows? 

” I , I ‘ I Total® , 

Holmes G ounty, Mississippi, hereby affirm that though my 
eounty^hdlmes, was declared a disaster -drought -stricken 
area, and that disaster | loans are be ing made to ind ividuals 

1 was unable to secure one becaus e a I | of 

Lexington, Mississippi (Farm Home thought that 

2 should not have it. | 

t 

’’Any assistance that I can get in securing 
operational expense would be greatly appreciated. 


’’Signed 


| Witness 

C. V. THURMOND, Notary 1 Public” 


The explanation 
Administration concerning 
that agency is as follows 



,e Farmers * Home 
negotiation with 


received a farm ownership loan in the amount of 
$5005 ana purchased a farm at Miles ton. Holmes County, 
Mississippi, January 1, 1944 , with an annual installment 
of $219«98, first payment due 12/31/44. Borrower has 
continuously received operating loans from the Farmers Home 
Administration since 1944 and made satisfactory progress 
other than a few poor crop years over which he had no control, 
For the crop year of 1953, borrower received a loan of 
$2650 based upon farm and home plan. It was agreed by both 
borrower and the Farmers Home Administration that this amount 
would be necessary to finance efficiently the operation of 
the farm. I l lacked $229.88 paying current at the 

end of this crop year and also had a $350 note due in 1954 
and $350 note due in 1955. For the crop year of 1954 . I 
received an operating loan in the amount of $1245, which farm 
plan certified as being the amount necessary to efficiently 
carry through on 1954 plans. However, field visits reveals 
during the crop year that it was necessary to advance this 
borrower a subsequent loan on April 7, 1954 in the amount of 
$150 and also a subsequent loan July 6, 1954 in the amount of 
$200. Borrower did not request additional loans, neither did 
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"field supervisor thinkj additional funds to be necessary. 

Prom the sale of 195^ crops the borrower reduced the indebted- 
ness principal and interest in the amount of $1742.75, leaving 
him delinquent in the amount of $1407.75, o¥ a total operating 
loan Indebtedness of $1757»75« 

"Borrower was notified! to come to the Farmers Home Administration 
office for his 195 4 year end analysis and 1955 plans, which 
would include an operating loan for 1955 if needed and if farm 
and home plan would Justify. Information furnished by Borrower 
| and as Gha,ncery Court records reveal, J. W. 
McCLINTOCK held second mortgage on land, second mort gage on 
chattel s . and first mortgage on 1955 crop. Borrower ] 1 

I was advised that it would be necessary t o have the 1QSR 
crop mortgage cancelled and also a statement by 
that he would not foreclose on the second mortgage - Held 7 

on land and chattels for the f’aS'endar yea r of 1955. Borrowe r 
advised thht he would contact f I 

ana rurmsn information requested. Under date of January 24, 
1955, 1 loalldd mv office from Belzoni and stated 

he haa contaetea and would be in the office 

the next day with reference to his mortgage. He did not call 
at the office on the next day, neither have we secured the 
requested information as of this date. 

has not been refused an operating loan for 1955 toy 

the Farmers Home Administration, and at such time as he can 
furnish the requested information based upon the laws and 
policies of the Farmer^ Home Administration to Justify an 
©pss^rtlng loan, the Copnty Committee will certainly give him 
prompt conside ration with ref erence to 1955 loan or loans. 

At no time has I l af filiation, membership or 'non- 

membership with any organization been mentioned or discussed 
with him. 

"For the calendar year! of 1947 through 1952, borrower was 
delinquent on his real estate payments in, 1947, 1950, 1951 
and 1952. He is current on his real estate payments as of 
this date and owes a balance of principal on real estate 
to the Farmers Home Administration as of 9/30/54 In the 
amount of $4046.96 and interest of $121.85." 


kTHEREE also made available an affidavit furnished 
of Cleveland, Mississippi relating to economic 
Is as follows? 
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"I. I _ 1 of the City of Cleveland, County of 

Bolivar, StateoFjSs¥|ssigpi , on this the 29th day of 
December, 1954, do" make* the following statement with reference 
to ECONOMIC PRESSURES j 

't 

, w 0n or about August 1, 1954 I completed the 
castruction of a Service Station, Cafe, and. Beauty Shop 
at a cost of $37 >000*, 'located on Highway 6l -South, Cleveland, 
Mississippi o The business was opened a few days after the 
completion a After about thirty days of operation I was ap- 
proached by one of the;members of the City Council and two 
members of the Police Force of the City of Cleveland, Mississippi 
who requested that I post a signs 'Colored Only' In the Grill 
window or post a sign over the door 'All Colored . • I was told 
that their reason was to protect me from the 'poor whites ' and . 
to keep the mean white -people from bombing my place. I re- f 
fused their request, as a result pressure was put on whites \ 
who stopped locally around my place for service. 

"My business is very young and I didn't have money 
for operation, I went to my local bank but was turned down. 

No reasons were expressed for not making a loan. 

"I have bought about $8,000. worth of Stock and 
equipment that I owe for this 29th day of December, 1954. 

"I certify that the above statement is true and 
correct to the best of! my ability, and was volunteered by 
me this the 29th day of December 1954 


"Signed 


&:■ 


'C. Preston Holmes, Notary Public 


that 

who 




Mr. FATHEREE also stated that as of January 31, 1955 
|was the only one of the above-mentioned applicants 
d been granted a! loan. 


Mr. FATHEREE related that with respect, tn the Ommt.v 
agents accused of discriminating practices thay 
wh om he believed was mlstakedly referred to as 


an 


| was^ 

Home Admlnlstra- 


of the Farmers' 

tion and was presently as signed to the Greenville , ..M issis si n.p.1 
district. He stated that I | was a "Negro" and had been employed 
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by the Farmers 8 Horae Administration since April 16,-19^1* 

He claimed that he was transferred to Greenville from Lex- 
ington, M ississ ippi on l January 1 6 , 1955- According to Mr. 
FATHEREE, I is a graduate of Alcorn A&M College with a 
B. S. Degree in Agriculture. He is an Army veteran and, 
according to Mr. FATHEREE, was considered a very conscientious 
employee. ! 

i ^ 1 

Mr. FATHEREE stated that | | was 

employed at Lexington. i M ississip pi, as County Varm Management 
Supervisor and he has been employed by the Farmers 1 
Administration since July 1, 1935* He stated that 


is a graduate of the Charleston, Mississippi High School, 
and attended Mississippi Junio r College for two years. He 


claimed that he had questioned 


very specifically 


concerni ng his as sociation with any groups in the Lexington 
area and | | had emphatically denied that he had affiliated 

with the CITIZENS COUNCILS OF HOLMES CO UNTY. MIS SISSIPPI or any 
similar organization. ! He reported that| |told him that 

he had been in touch with some of the Negroes who had 
signed affidavits alleging discrimination and they told 
I 1 that they had no complaint with the Farmers’ Home 

Administration and if there had been any criticism of the 
FHA in the affidavits^ that they did not know what they were 
signing. 


After the publicity in this matter, Mr. FATHEREE 
stated that a number of Citizens , both white and colored 
in Holmes County, had ■ written to him declaring that there 
had been no discrimination in connection with FHA loans 
because of race. \ 

Photostats of the above-described affidavits were 
submitted to the Bureau by the New York Division by letter 
dated March 29 , 1955 


New Orleans Confidential Informant T-l, who has 
furnished reliable information,^ya-4iij§_ past, advised on 
March 10 that the Hinds Coipity Branch©! the Association 
of Citizens Councils (of , ; MlssisJsippi) w.|s being organiz ed 


ippj . were pushing 


| both 


He reported that a Mr. NiLLIAl 
reputable citizens in 1 Jackson 
the organization, and mobt L prominent men In 

Jackson would belong or woulobe interested and this group 
include d I of the Mississippi Power and Light 

Company. I I of the 


- 17 


i 


NO #105-^92 


deposit Gu aranty Bank & Trust Company, 
| | of the Merchants Co.. , and 




former governor of Mis sissip pi, and a candidate ror erection 
iri the next gubernatorial election* It was reported that 
the organization was very much interested in a speech of 
HODDING CARTER , Editor at Greenville, Mississippi, who was 
scheduled to speak at a "negri' college known as Tougaloo 
College, Tougaloo, Mississippi* 

It Is to be | noted that the Jackson group filed a 
petition for incorporation on March 23, 1955, incorporating 
under the name of^JACKSON STATES RIGHTS ASSOCIATION. 



5. 


An article ;app earing^ Irf the" Jackson, “state 
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on March 10,! 1955 disclosed that two Mississippi 
mayors, one reportedly a member of the ^.Citizens Councils 
Organization, had termed Editor KIDDING CARTER'S criticism / 
of the groups as 'sensationalism!# The article revealed \ 
that CARTER, who was- Editor jof tf$e Greenville Delta Democrat 
Times, said in an article for a national magazine that the 
Citizens Councils threatened to topple the south into a 
new wave of terror, i: CARTER, also according to the article, 
said the groups organized to combat desegregation through 
economic pressure threat^ to become a modern day Ku Kltt^. ^ 
Klan, and was distributing anti -Catholic and anti-Semitic 
propaganda. According to this article. Mayor T. MsTTTTTS 
of Indianola, Mississippi, who said he was a member' of the 
CITIZENS C OUNCILT^said the south, according to the article. 

Is determined not to have a modern reconstruction period 
where the NAACP and kindred organizations force their will 
on people. The article further quoted him as saying /that 
the Council does not hold any 111 will toward any individual 
regardless of race, ; creed or color, so long as there is no 
advocation of integration or Mo ngre l! zat i on of the races. 

This article quoted jMayor MARTlE|BlSHOP of Cleveland as v /U 
saying the Council groups.. ,are composed of a representative / * 
q,ross -section of the whM||;male population and both Jews 
Catholics are members "of local Council chapters. 


By letter .dated April 1, 1S55, the Memphis Division 
advised that the following members of the Executive Committee 
of the Association of Citizens f Councils resided in the 
Southern Judi cial District of Mississi ppi. These were 
identified as| I Lexington. | | 

Brookville, Pkioi TsewDERS ON , Gloster, and~[ 

Carthage » ^ 
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Mr. ROBERT B w^ftW-ERS OH , Executive Secretary of the 
Association, who furnished the above information, also stated 
that thettfrMERICAN STATES RIGHTS ASSOCIATION recently formed 
at Jackson, Mias.ias.ippi' was a Citizens Council by a different 
name. Mr. PATTERSON also reported that there was a very 
active council at Coxbhrg in Holmes County and practically 
all of the male residents of the community attended meetings 
held every other week. ; 
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ADMINISTBAT IVE I 

Copies of this report are being submitted to 
Birmingham, Charlotte, : Knoxville, Little Rock, Louisville, 
Memphis, Miami, Mobile> Norfolk and Savannah Divisions 
for information purposes in view of potential investigation 
in those districts. 

INFORMANTS 


Identity of Date of Activities Date Agent to File 

Source and/or Received whom Where 

Description of furnished Located 

Information / 



report 

LEADS 

THE NEW ORLEANS OFFICE; 


At Jackson., Mississippi 


Will follow and report activities of the 
ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS COUNCILS in the 
Southern District of Mississippi. 


REFERENCES 


Report of SA LAURENCE J. FRANK, JR., New Orleans, 2/18/55 
Report of SA GEORGE A EVERETT, Memphis, 2/16/55 
Bureau letters to New Orleans dated March 9 and 22, 1955 
New Orleans letter to Bureau dated April 15 , 1955 
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• UNITED f I,/ 


GOVERNMENT 


TO . 
\p$KOh 


SUBJECT; 


Director, 'jFBI (105-3^237) 

SAC/ New Qr leans (105-492) 

( OF °M ISS l|s I P PI^ aSfP" Th e U Cl tl z e n s 
Councils of Mississippi 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


DATE: 


May. 9, 1955 


Reference |is made to report of SA LAURENCE J. FRANK, 

JR., New Orleans, dated May 9, 1955, in the above -captioned matter 
wherein certain affidavits were furnished to the Department by 
the NAACP, alleging [discrimination on the part of agents of the 

Administration, Lexington, Mississippi with respect 


applications. 

■t- the information obtained, it appears that the 

secured the affidavits either misrepresented the 
7 v' which. th|ey were obtained, or completely disregarded 
. Qg the information available in the Farmers' Home 
Administration files ; 


. It. is thought that the Bureau may desire to refer this 

| matter to the Department to determine if the Department desires 
j an investigation to develop' a possible violation of the Fraud 
Against the Government statute in the furnishing of fais'e" informa 
; tion uo une Department . 
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MAY IS 1955 
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i4«*<»tant Attorney Conoral 
Warn* Clney III 


May Id, 1955 


Di rector, FBI 

ASSOCIATION Of CITIZENS COUNCILS 
( Of MISSISSIPPI) 

INTERNAL SECURITY - I 
FBI File 105-34837 


Ref arena e i» made to your memorandum dated 


captioned ae above. 

For your information there is being furnished 
you herewith one copy of the report of Special Agent 
Laurence J. Frank, Jr,, dated May 9, 1955, in the 
captiphed matter. 


End^rnt tie 


, , avjik , 

2og - Assistant Attorney General (W/Snmnmff) 

William F, Tompkins \U 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 

In referenced memorandum , Department requested 
inquiry be initiated concerning allegations that Farmers 
Home Administration, a Federal agency , had denied loans 
to certain Negroes in Mississippi. Enclosed report sets 
out information concerning these incidents. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


FROM l 


MR. L. V. BOARDMAN 


MR. A. H. BELMQ 


datbs May 2&, 1955 
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»objbct : pfTIZENS COUNCILS AND STATES' 

/RIGHTS MOVEMENTS J! 011 ?™” 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X .. . y r 

BUFILE 105-3^337 

Background : A ' ' ' 

Since Supreme Court decision of 5-17-54 re integration of 
Negroes and whites in public schools autonomous organizations under 
various names have been formed in Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 
Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia and Maryland for the 
ostensible purpose of maintaining segregation. These organizations are 
i f or the most part made up of prominent citizens such as state legislators, 
'doctors, lawyers, bankers, et cetera, who are opposed to any use of force 
< and violence in maintaining segregation. These organizations disclaim 
any affiliation with or similarity to the Ku Klux Klan and intend to 
achieve their purpose through economic pressure brought to bear on members 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 
individuals seeking Negro votes, Negro voters and integrationists. 

Example : 

One of the better examples of these organizations is the 
Association of Citizens Councils (of Mississippi; which claims 30,000 
members in 25 counties in Mississippi. The Internal Security Division 
of the Department by letter 12-10-54 suggested investigation of this 
organization with a view toward designating it under Executive Order 1045 
According to the letter particular emphasis should be placed on any 
policies or activities which indicate that the organization has '‘adopted 
a policy of advocating or approving the commission of acts of force and 
violence to deny others their rights under the Constitution of the United 
States." Investigation has been conducted and reports submitted to the 
Department. The Criminal Division of the Department has made several 
requests for investigation of possible civil rights violations in 
connection with the Association of Citizens Councils. These possible 
violations concern alleged attempts to prevent Negroes from voting and 
refusal by employees of the Federal Home Administration to make loans to 
Negroes affiliated with the NAACP. The NAACP was quick to secure 
affidavits in the latter cases and furnish them to the White House. 
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Memo - Belmont-Boardman 
dated May 16, 1955 


. Current Bureau policy is that we do not investigate groups 
that advocate and employ legal means to achieve their objectives; 
however, where advisable the field is authorized to investigate organiza- 
tions established for purpose of combatting affirmative 

action against racial minorities. Such groupS^Myreault in civil rights 
violations and in cases such as these organizations it is believed 
desirable that determination of those involved be made and activities of 
the organization be followed. This investigative background will be 
most useful in the event civil rights violations should occur in the 
future in connection with their activities. 

By letter dated 3-22-55 twelve southern offices were informed 
of the rapid spread of these groups and were instructed to be alert for 
the formation of such organizations in their territory. These offices 
were instructed that upon receipt of such information to advise the 
Bureau immediately by letter setting forth pertinent data concerning the 
organization and officers thereof. No investigation was to be conducted 
without prior Bureau authority. 


It is reported that the attitude of the people in the southern 
states is that the Supreme Court decision is objectionable not only from 
the standpoint of its social obligations but is actually unconstitutional 
and an infringement of states rights. Therefore, it appears that strong 
opposition will be registered by the southern states at such time as 
integration is made mandatory. Inasmuch as the people connected with 
these organizations appear to be leaders and respected citizens in their 
community investigations conducted could be attended by adverse criticism 
of the Bureau. 

The Supreme Court has not yet handed down any date on which 
integration is to take place. At that time it is probable that these 
organizations will become more active and that extraj-egal steps will be 
taken to prevent integration. Therefore, it is believed that we should 
have information concerning these groups and the individuals connected 
therewith prior to any incidents which may take place. In view of the 
above the field has been following the activities of these organizations 
to determine whether others are being denied their rights under U. S. 
Constitution and reports have been furnished Department for 
consideration under Executive Order 10^-50. 
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Memo - Belmont-Boardman 
dated May 1 . 6 , 1955 


If you approve we will continue having the field follow the 
activities of these organizations and will continue to furnish reports 
thereon to the Department for consideration under Executive Order 10*+50. 
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CHARACTER OP CASB 


ASSOCIATION OF CI TIZENS » 
COUNC I^Jffi^S^IKSTFFl 


INTERNAL SECURITY 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


/-/ 


Additional members of CITIZENS’ COUNCILS named and organizational > 
activities set out* Constitution and list of State Executive 
Committee set forth* Alleged economic pressure victim, Belzoni, 
Mississippi , stated troubles of Holmes County Negro farmers com- 
plaining against FHA discimination caused by own mismanagement* 
HODDING CARTER, Editor, Greenville, Mississippi, claimed has no 
facts concerning CITIZENS 5 COUNCILS activities other than those set 


out in "Look" magazine article; furnished 1 
economic pressure alleged by GUS COURTS and 
T* V* JOHNSON, Belzoni, declined 
forced to move store aft er refus 
registered voters list* \ 


to make 
ne to r 
landf 



arding 
Belzoni* 
COURTS said 


NAACP me mb 


tacted about 


stated they were approac 


• themselves from voting* | 

I also NAACP members, 
removing names from voting list* 



advised 


con- 
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reflected 
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The title jor'^this report is being marked "Changed” 
the correct name of the subject organization, as / y 
its constitution* The title was previously \/ 
ASSOCIATION OP CITIZENS COUNCILS (OP MISSISSIPPI^ 
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I. ORIGIN , SCOPE AND GENERAL ACTIVITIES OP 
ITHE ORGANIZATION 


The "Delta! Democrat Times", a daily newspaper pub- 
lished at Greenville, Mississippi, under date of March 28, 

1955, carried an article with a date line at Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, stated that the newly formed Southern Gentlemen 
Organization has affiliated with the M is s is s inn i CITIZENS 1 
COUNCILS in the fight against desegregation, particularly in 
-s^ttbbTs "and that JOIN B^EASTERLY, SR. was Chairman of the W 
Executive Committee., EASTERLY, the article continued, said 
representatives of Southern Gentlemen conferred at Jackson, 
Mississippi, "over the weekend," with COUNCILS officials, and 
that the Mississippi Group had agreed to give financial and 
advertising assistance to the Louisiana organization. Accord- 
ing to the article, EASTERLY also said that men from Lake 
Charles, New Orleans 1 , Alexandria, Shreveport and Monroe, 
Louisiana, and several Texas cities, met with the CITIZENS’ 
COUNCILS Group in Jackson. 

The Mid-South Edition of "The Commercial Appeal", 
daily newspaper published at Memphis, Tennessee, on April 20, 
1955a carried an article with a date line at Homer, Louisiana, 
April 19, 1955a disclosing that civic leaders of Homer had 
organized a Citizens, 5 Council of Homer, becoming the second 
private Louisiana Group formed to maintain segregation. The 
article sTated this ;Council Is patterned after the Mississippi 
CITIZENS’ COUNCILS but differs f ran the Southern Gentlemen 
Organization at, Baton Rouge, which keeps its membership secret. 
Attorney W. M*?*fSHAW, . Chief Counsel for the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Segregation, was disclosed to be a member of the 
new Council’s Board of Directors. 

t 

An article! with a date line at Sumner, Mississippi, 
April 9, 1955^ appeared in the Memphis "Commercial Appeal" on 
April 10, 1955, outlining the organization of the first Women’s 
Auxiliary, of the CITIZENS’ COUNCILS Movement in the Southr 
This, organization was in the Brazil Community, nine miles North 
Sumner, and took place on April 9, 1955 • Mrs. HARVEY 
^raiNNINClTON, wife of a State Senator who is President of the 
Tallahatchie County Chapter of the all-xAiite, all-male CITIZENS 
COUNCILS, was named President of the Women’s. Group. Principal 
speaker at the organizational meeting was Mrs. WILMA B^MAXEY, 
Sunflower , County Representative in the State Legislature, and - 
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other of ficers elected were Mrs# STUAKT'^rRANUM, Vice President,' ,. r 
and Mrs. B. Ls^TATE, Secretary-Treasurer. According to the { jj! h : ‘ 
article, Mrs. PENNINGTON announced that a membership meeting i/S - — 
would be held the following Tuesday night. 


OFFICERS 


STATE AND LOCAL 


On March 28, 1955* ROBERT bT'pATTERSON, Executive-^— 
Secretary of the ASSOCIATION. OF CITIZENS’ COUNCILS OF 
MISSISSIPPI, contacted reporting Agent at Winona, .Mississippi, 
and furnished the names of the members of the State Executive • 
Committee of the ASSOCIATION as follows? 

2Z1 . 

Lexingt on,. Mis s is s ipp i 
Winona^ Mississippi 

gfct a Bena 3 . Mississippi 

I Inverness. Mississippi 

| Brooksville, Mississippi 

FRED^fiNDERSOM. Glos ter f Mississippi 

1 ___[Senatobia, Mississippi 

I I- Carthage » Mississippi 

Iwinona,,^ Mississippi, Treasurer 
^R. B i-^PAT TERS ON , Indianola, Mississippi, Secretary 

In addition, PATTERSON furnished one mimeographed copy 
each of the constitution of the ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS' COUNCILS 
OF MISSISSIPPI (referred to heisinafter as ACCM) and the constitu- 
tion used by individual Councils throughout the State. He stated 
that there are over fifty thousand (50, 000) members of Citizens' 
Councils in Mississippi at this time. 


PATTERSON 
Winona, is a memben 
the previous, weetq 
meeting at Gadsden, 
Citizens' Councils. 


further stated that| 

of the W ( inona Council! ne said tnat during 
| had gone with him (PATTERSON) to a 
Alabama, where an Alabama Group was forming 


On March 15, 1955* Confidential Informant Memphis T-l. i 
who has furnished reliable Information in the past.J \ i 

I stated that I an 1 

official at a local oil mill, is Chair man of th el I Counoil. 

T-l further stated that the Council at I I has about died out, 

having had only two or three meetings to his knowledge, and is 
practically inactive, at this time. 
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An article' appearing in “The Commonwealth", daily news- 


paper pub 11 she 


■Peenwood, Mississippi, on May 11, 1955* dis- 


closed that a district meeting/ of the CITIZENS’ COUNCILS was held 
in Greenwood the night of May/10, 1955* attended by representatives 
of Councils from a wide are $/_ According to the article, among 
those making talks was BILB$5TmM 0NS, Secretary /for the Jackson 
Citi z ens 3 Council, wlilda was formerly the Jackson States' Rights 
Association,, Three members of the Stpte Board of Directors of 
the ACCM were introduced by ELLETT-^GaWRENCE of Greenwood, They 


\weres 


They 


t °*\ 


Mo 1. BRANCH, Winona, Mississippi 
Wo Ho/jSURRY, Itta Bena, Mississippi 
FRED^WNES^ Inverness, Mississippi 


M/ s 


? ADAMS 

VZxV rrmrr 


Also in attendance, according to the article, were: 

Ho N^ADAlfe, Sidon, Mississippi 
Do xJfetoH, SidorT, -Ml s s i. s s'ipp i 
WELDON^ASKIN, Vaiden, Mississippi 
Bo F^¥I.LEY, VLaiden^ 'Mi s s is s ipp i 
Wo B^BRPWN, Schlater, Mississippi 
HOWAR^iMcSHAN , Schlater., Mississippi 
Jo E<r1njGHES, MinME--Cit.y, ^Mississippi 
Bo J^F?OBERhON, Min ter City, Mississippi 
Mo lo BRANCH, Winona, Mississippi - 
B. Fi HEATli, Winona, Mississippi - 
Wo So CURRY, Itta Bena, Mississippi 
DAVMAWKINS, Indian® la, Mississippi 
MARTIN^rfSARD, Leland,. Mississippi 
FRED JONES, Inverness, Mississippi^ 

ELLETT LAWRENCE, Greenwood, Mississippi - 
GORDON Iw^SMITH, Greenwood, Mississippi 
ELLET TtLAWRENCE , II, Greenwood , -Mississippi 
HARDY^^TT, .Greenwood, Mississippi .. 
HITE^feXEA1?7~G^enwood , Mississippi 
Co,. L^PJJCKETTjv B e 1 z oni , Mi s s 1 ssippi — ■ - 
WijJOTPS’j Jackson, Mississippi 

JR., Duncan, Mississippi 
Eo E^yUTH, Glendora, Mississippi 


The above-mentioned article did not indicate whether 
the persons listed as attending the meeting were officers of 
local Councils or whether they attended in some other capacity 
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The following information relates to individuals who 
allegedly are members; of Citizens ' Councils, some being reported 
as officers? 

An article in the March 10, 1955* issue of the ’’Delta 
Democrat Times”, Greenville, Mississippi, disclosed that Mayor 
■T» M^pfTTS, Indianoia,. Mississippi, stated, he was a member of 
the Citizens' Council and that Mayor MARTIB*fBlSHOP, Cleveland, 
Mississippi, had stated the Council groups are ’’composed' of a 
representative cross i section of our white, male population, 
both Jews and Catholics are members of local chapters." 

An article: appearing in the March 18, 1955* Mid-South 
Edition of the Memphis "Consnercial Appeal” stated C. L. PUCKETT ’ 
is Secretary of the Humphreys County Citizens ’ Council* 

An article 1 appearing in the Clarks dale, Mississippi, 
"Press Register” on March 18, 1955-* indicated V. B^MONTGOMERY, 
Attorney, Belzoni, Mississippi, has been active in the Citizens' 
Councile ’ 

i 

The March 10, 1955* issue of the ’’Delta Democrat Times", 
Greenville, Mississippi, carried an article which reflected 
Mayor S. SW^SRIDGES • of Winona ? Mississippi, is a member of the 
Citizens' Council. - ' 


III. STATED AIMS AMD OBJECTIVES 


The following Is copied from a mimeographed copy of 
the constitution of the ACCM, which was furnished to reporting 
Agent on March 28, 1955* by ROBERT B. PATTERSON, Executive 
Secretary? 

"CONSTITUTION OP THE ASSOCIATION OP CITIZENS* COUNCILS 

: op Mississippi 

I “ARTICLE I 

‘ V. 

"NAME 


"The name of this Association is 
OP CITIZENS' COUNCILS OP MISSISSIPPI.* 


*THE ASSOCIATION 
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"ARTICLE II 
"PURPOSES 


"This Association is dedicated to the maintenance 
of peace, good oirder and domestic tranquility in our 
communities and in our state and to the preservation of 
our States’ Rights* 

' "ARTICLE III 


^ RESTRICTION ON POWERS 

"This Association shall not endeavor to advise, 
instruct or control any Citizens’ Council, or member 
thereof as to any proposed course of action* It shall 
not have and shall not assume any power or control of 
any kind over any Citizens’ Council or member thereof 
and shall not have and shall not assume any responsi- 
bility for any act of any Citizens’ Council or member 
thereof* 

1 "ARTICLE IV 
! " DIRECTORS 

" Section 1 « Each county within the State of 
Mississippi having one or more recognized Citizens’ 
Councils therein: may from and by the membership of such 
Council or Councils elect one director and one alternate 
director of this; Association to serve until his successor 
shall have been elected,. No county shall have more than 
one director and 'one alternate director* 

" Section 2 * The Executive Committee of this Assocla. 
tion may at its pleasure request any director, or his 
alternate, to be recalled? and if the Citizens’ Council or 
Councils of the county from which he was elected fails to 
recall him, then' the directors of this Association may by 
a majority vote iexpel him from his office of director or 
alternate director* 


"Section 3 * An alternate director may vote and act 
as a director when the director for whom he is alternate 
is not present* ;i ' 
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"ARTICLE V 

^ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

" Section l' o The directors of this Association shall 
elect from its membership a temporary Executive Committee 
to serve until their successors shall be elected as 
hereinafter set forth® 

i i 

"S ection 2 ® The temporary Executive .Committee shall 
divide ‘the State 1 ' of Mississippi, or such part thereof as 
they think proper, into districts for the election of 
Executive Committeemen. No county may be partly in one 
district and partly In another® 

" Section 3 « The directors of each district shall 
from among the directors in that district elect one to 
serve on the Executive Committee. The Committeemen so 
elected and the officers of this Association shall con- 
stitute the Executive Committee, and shall serve until 
their successors; be elected® 

"Section hi® The Executive Committee shall have 
full power to operate arid conduct the Association; to 
adopt by majority Vote suitable by- la ws for the Associa- 
tion, and from t,ime to time to amend any such bylaws 
by majority votei; to elect the officers of this Associa- 
tion; and from tllme to time to change the boundaries of 
the districts provided for In Section 2 hereof and to 
establish new districts. 

' I 

"Section 5. The term *recognized Citizens* Council* 
as used in this Constitution shall be construed to mean 
such Citizens' Clouncils in Mississippi as are recognized 
by the Executive; Committee® The Executive Committee may 
at any time in its discretion refuse to recognize any 
Citizens* Council or withdraw recognition from any such 
Council® No Citizens* Council not recognized by the 
Executive Committee shall take part in any election 
herein provided for or in any activity of thfa 
Association. ; 

"Section 6i The temporary Executive Committee 
shall have all of the powers herein conferred upon 
the Executive Committee. 
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" Section 7 v The Executive Committee may in its 
discretion incorporate this Association or cause same 
to be incorporated under the laws of Mississippi as a 
non-profit corporation without stock or stockholders. 

■! "ARTICLE VI 
" OFFICERS 

" Section 1 .1 The Executive Committee shall elect 
a Treasurer , and Ian Executive Secretary of this Associa- 
tion# The only qualification for said officers is that 
the person so elected shall be a member . in good standing 
of some recognized Citizens' Council in Mississippi, and 
3ueh person may or may not be a director or a member of 
the Executive Committee at the time of his election. 

Every officer so elected shall by virtue of his office 
be and become a member of the Executive Committee if he 
is not already a member thereof* 

■ I 

" Section 2 *; All officers except the Executive 
Secretary shall serve without remuneration. The salary 
of the Executive Secretary shall be fixed from time to 
time by the Executive Committee. 

"Section 3 *; The term of all officers of this 
Association shall be as provided in the bylaws of the 
Association made ;under the authority of this Constitution. 

"ARTICLE VII 
" MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS 

"Section 1*! The directors shall be elected 
annually at such ' time or times as the bylaws of this 
Association shall' provide. 

" Section 2. The directors shall once each year, 
or at such shorter intervals as the bylaws of this 
Association shall provide, elect members of the Executive 
Committee. : 

" Section 3 . A majority of the directors present 
in person shall constitute a quorum. Any alternate present 
shall in the absence of the director for whom he is 
^ alternate be considered a director. 


* 
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" Section 1], *. A majority of the Executive Committee 
present in person shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business* 

I 1 

" Section 5 o' Meetings of the directors and Executive 
Committee shall be held at such times and places as may 
be provided by the bylaws of this Association; and in 
addition the Chairman and the Executive Secretary shall 
each have power to call special meetings of the directors 
and of the Executive Committee by giving five days 
written notice of the time and place of the meeting* 

| "ARTICLE VIII 
"DUES 

" Section 1 * Each director shall pay such annual 
dues as shall he: fixed by the Association* In the 
event of a failure of the bylaws to provide for such 
dues, then each director shall pay annually dues in the 
amount of f>l o Q0 for each member of a recognized Citizens* 
Council within the County from which he was elected* 

"ARTICLE XI 

" AMENDMENTS 

"This Constitution may be amended or changed by a 
majority vote atjany regular or special meeting of the 
directors." ! 


PATTERSON stated that the Constitution furnished by 
him was used by individual Councils throughout the State as a 
model, and pointed out that this Constitution is identical in 
all respects to that' previously reported as being the Constitu- 
tion of the Citizensi' f Counqil of Indlanola* Mississippi* 

t 

IV. ACTIONS. TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS 


By communication dated March 15* 1955* the Bureau 
requested attempts be made to obtain copies of affidavits 
allegedly executed by Negro farmers in the Lexington* Mississippi* 


B» ^ W 
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area, alleging discrimination on the part of employees of the 
Farmers Home Administration (FHA) at Lexington, in cooperation 


with the economic pressure 
COUNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI* 


movement 


White CITIZENS’ 




On April 4, 1955# GUS COURTS, 19.3- Church Street, 

Belzonl, Mississippi,' former President of the Belzoni Chapter 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), advised that a group of Negro farmers residing 
in the Marcella Government Project in Holmes County, Mississippi, 
but belonging to the i Humphreys County Group, allegedly were 
denied FHA disaster loans on their farms until publicity about 
the situation appeared in the papers* He stated that since 
then, however, all except four have obtained Government loans 
and that of the four,:two had their mortgages foreclosed and 
lost their farms and two will be foreclosed* He further 
stated that these four individuals brought about their own 
economic troubles because of their own mismanagement* He said they 
over borrowed on their land and some of them obtained private 
loans as well as FHA loans, and were unable to meet their payments. 

COURTS indicated that he was aware of the affidavits 
which had been sent to the New York Office of the NAACP but 
stated that he did not have copies of them* 


requested that 


By c ommun i‘ca?ti on^tJ^ted”" March 31# 1955# the Bureau 


V ^JOHNSON and AUGUSTUsjr6€)URTS, Belzpni# 


Mississippi, be interviewed concerning allegations of economic 
pressure exerted upon them* This communication further 
requested that HODDINCU&ARTER, Editor of. the "Delta Democrat 
Times”, Greenville, Mississippi, be interviewed for information 
in his possession coriceming THE ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS’ 

COUNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI and that all facts upon which his article 
in ’’Look” magazine was based should be obtained* 


The following investigation was conducted by Special 


On March 25, 1955# HORDING CARTER, Owner and Editor 
of the ’’Delta Democrat Times" newspaper, Greenville, Mississippi, 
as we ll as Au thor and Lecturer, telephonically contacted Special 
Agent | | and stated he had information which he wished to 

furnish the lext day«i 
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On March 26, 1955, HOODING . CARTER informed that on 
March 25* 1955* two Negroes came to his office to give infor- 
mation concerning the: CITIZENS 8 COUNCILS 0 He said these two 
individuals were GUSiCOURTS. 19 ~3 South Church Street, and 

"| both of Belzoni, Mississippi, 

the former being the | operator of a small grocery store and the 
latter a small farmer* He stated these two JNegroes said they 
preferred to have their names held in confidence but were 
agreeable to having their names used if necessary. 

i i 

According to GARTER, the Negroes told him that 
either the local Citizens 8 Council at Belzoni, or members 
thereof, compiled a list of the names of approximately ninety- 
fo ur (9li) N egroes who; have registered to vote, including COURTS 
an ^ | They alleged the list has been distributed to banks, 

stores, and all places of business in Humphreys County and that 
the persons having copies. of this list refer to it before 
entering into any transaction with Negroes* They further 
alleged that it is virtually impossible for Negroes whose names 
appear on the list to obtain any credit, to rent buildings, 
or to obtain employment* 

CARTER continued that the Negroes told him many of 
the persons whose names appear on the list have been approached 
individually, never by more than one person, and have been told 
that the economic pressure will be discontinued if the Negroes 
remove their names from the voters rolls* He stated that, to the 
best of his knowledge, : there have been no actual threats of 
violence to date. However, he said that in. his opinion the 
Negroes in Humphreys 1 County will not attempt to vote because 
of fear of possible pepe reus s ions* 

HODDING CARTER mentioned that an article concerning 
the list of 'Negroes at Belzcni was scheduled to appear in the 
"Delta Democrat Times" of March 27, 1955* 

CARTER also stated that GUS COURTS 
were desirous of being interviewed by a representative of the 
pbi. ;; 

The following article appeared in the "Delta Democrat 
Times" of March 27, 1955, under the by-line of DAVID BROWNS 


'i 

s 
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"They Say 

" " ;j 

"THERE «S A LIST IN BELZONI 

By DAVID BROWN| 

"BELZONI ’The;y can say it’s not so, and it’s just 
xny word against, their ’s* I don’t have any witnesses, 
but you can talk to others-** they don’t have any 
witnesses either,';’ he said* 

"So we took his advice* We talked to others* 

' i 

"And all their stories together added up to a 
pfotOT® that was hard to deny in whole* The picture 
was one of shadowy threats and economic pressures* 

?*They got a list*’ 

"You could hear that from any of them. 

"’They got a list*. Last time I saw, it was 
but there’s probably been some struck off since then*’ 

"^he list of 91+ were registered Negro voters in 
Humph ries county*; 

"And it’s a Black List in more ways than one. 

"Because, We were told wherever we went, it’s a 
list that every place of business in town has* And if 
a man wants credit to buy his groceries, his name better 
not be on that list* And if he expects to keep working at 
the mill, he better see he strikes his name from the 
voters’ rolls* And if he wants to work on a new job 
around he better not have paid his poll tax* 

! , 

"A tenant family had been on one plantation for 
lj.0 years* Maybe dt was just a coincidence that they 
left the plantation, and that the father’s name was on 
the list. The father says he was told privately that 
he could stay if ihe got his name off the roll books* 

But could he prove that? It’s just his word against 
the planter’s* 
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"A couple of Negroes who had relied on the help of 
a certain public; accountant for many years to make out their 
income tax forms , came to him as usual this year. But he 
said he was sorry. They would have to find help elsewhere. 
They were on his; list. 

l? And an area-wide business concern began some con- 
struction near Isola. They are hiring labor there, but 
you better not Have your name on the list that the job 
foreman has in his pocket, or you won’t be ’suited’ for 

the job., 

"That’s what they told us, the different ones. 

"There were other stories, too. And there were 
rumors and worries. And in it all, a heart-warming 
piece of information'. 

91 ’Some white folks got together and helped me out 
when I had my trouble,;’- one mar. said. ’No, sir, it’s 
not all of them. : There 1 ’ s . s ome that don’t like what’s 
going on, but at' the same time they don’t make much 
talk. But there’s been some that helped me. They 
helped me get some money.. I wouldn’t want to give you 
their names. Wouldn’t want to hurt them. Citizens’ 

Council might pressure the%>too 0 Appreciate it if you 
wouldn’t use my name, either. 

w ’Thank you, sir/.i*F " 

: ' 

On April 26, 1955, DAVID BROWN, 
the "Delta ne mo.rvrah T ima a”, . Gre enville ,, Mis s is s ippi, advised 
'~&pe7j IaT Age nt | | that he did - considerable research concern- 

ing the CITIZENS’ C.OUNCILS, interviewing a number of persons 
and collecting information from a number of sources. He said 
he turned over all his material to HODDING CARTER, who used 
it to write an article which' appeared in "Look" magazine. 

BROWN said that to the best of his knowledge all the facts 
on xjhich this article were Based were fully developed and 
■were set out therein. 

On May 1+, 1955, HODDING. CARTER, Editor of the "Delta 
Democrat Times", Greenville, Mississippi, was recontacted. 

He advised that all facts in his possession on which his article 
in a recent issue of "Look" magazine was based were fully set 
out. He said that at; the time he prepared this article' he had 
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additional information concerning a number of trivial matters 
which he deemed of insufficient importance to include but 
stated he had not retained his notes relative to these matters, 
and. accordingly, he was unable to furnish any further informa- 
tion regarding them* m 1 

CARTER advised that he had no other information, in 
addition to that which he had previously furnished, concerning 
the CITIZENS * COUNCILS. 

He mentioned that he had been told that a number 
of companies which advertise in the ’’Delta Democrat Times’* had 
been approached by members of the CITIZENS’ COUNCILS and had 
been told either to stop advertising in this paper or else 
to join the CITIZENS’ COUNCILS. Representatives of these 
companies reportedly were told the companies would be boycotted 
by members of the CITIZENS’ COUNCILS if they did not comply. 

He said he had received information that the following places, 
all in Greenville, had been approached i 

Delta Implement Company 

Quaker Oats; Company 

Nelms and Blum Department Store 

Goyer Company 

Ellis Hardware 

Farnsworth .jJewelry Store 

In addition, he stated Dr. reportedly 

was told he would lose numerous patients from among members of 
the CITIZENS® COUNCILS If he did not join this organization. 

CARTER stated that his newspaper has lost approximately 
three hundred fifty ( 350 ) subscriptions due to opposing the 
CITIZENS’ COUNCILS, a; good many of these cancellations being 
directly attributed tp the organization. He mentioned that ,he 
had received a report that a planter at Tribbett, Mississippi, 
had instructed all of his tenants to discontinue subscribing 
to this newspaper. He further stated that he had had a number 
of cancellations of job printing orders, vhich cancellations 
he believed to be a result of pressure or influence exerted by 
the CITIZENS’ COUNCILS. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent GEORGE A. EVERETTS 


- Ik - 



b6 

b7C 


ME 105-121 


On April 7*;' 1955 > an attempt was made to locate and 
interview T. V. JOHNSON, Operator of Johnson*s Funeral Home, 
Belzoni, Mississippi,;; but it was determined that he was in New 
York City* 


authorize 
appreciate 
of economi 
Government 
fore, "he 
thing had 
there were 
establish 


On April 11, 1955# JOHNSON advised that he did not 
the newspaper stories mentioning him and ”did not 
them*” He declined to comment on the allegations 
c pressure ;used against him and stated that the 
was not "going to do anything about it" and, there- 
does not want to get involved*" He said that the same 
happened to; him as had happened to others and that 
enough others who could furnish information to r 

the facts* ; - 


JOHNSON stated that he had previously been involved L 
in a Civil Rights matter concerning the refusal of the Sheriff 
in Belzoni to permit Negroes to pay poll tax; that nothing was 
accomplished by the Government? and that he did not desire to \ 
jeopardize his business by getting involved again* 

i 

On April h#: 1955# GUS COURTS, 193 A Church Street, 
Belzoni, Mississippi,,;; Operator of Courts * Grocery at that 
address, advised that, his ' name is .not AUGUSTUS COURTS but is 
GUS COURTS. ' 

^ COURTS staged that on about February 26, 1955* I I 

| a White farmer .who resides South of Belzoni, came to the 
store he formerly operated across the street from: his present 
location and told him : (COURTS) that if he did not remove his 
name from the list of registered voters he would have to get 
out of business and would not be hired by farmers to haul 
cotton choppers to their farms* 

C OURTS indicated that he asked | | if he had violated 

any law and replied that he had not* 

t 

According tb COURTS, for the past three ye ars ho has 
hauled cotton choppers and cotton pickers to I I farm and 

that is probably the reason f | came, posing as a friend 
while advising him to; remove his name from the voters list. 



COURTS advised that| |showed him a list allegedly 

containing the names of all Negro es in Humphreys County vho 
had paid their poll tax* He said I I told him that four 
hundred (lj.00) paid their tax last year but that only ninety- 
four (9lj.) paid it this year* 
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CO URTS stated that when he/next went’ to pay his rent 
his landlord^ | Belzoni,, stated he had been offered 

seventy- five dollars.; ($75} a mohth 'rental on the building and 
that if COURTS could! not pay that amount he would have to vacate 
the building. COURTS said he i ndicated he could not pay that 
much rent a month and I I told him he would have to move* 

COURTS further stated that he secured a building pp-mss the 
street (his present location)* which was owned by 
who resides next door. However; he stated his insurance was 
cancelled and he has been unable to obtain insurance on his 
store or goods. !' 


March; 1 
see him. 


1955 


I 

at wl 


• . 

In addition. COUR TS said that about the middle' of 
March; 1955s I a lai^gc landowner; Belzpni^'came to 

see him, at wmcn uime ne nad a copy of "the list”* He stated 
I I asked him if he intended voting in the next election. 
COURTS said he th en In quired if it was against the law for him 
to vote, to which ~1 rep lied that it was not. According to 
COURTS, he then told | ^Lfchat if it were not against the law 
he would vote and ttiat indicated, "That ’s all I want to 
know." . 


According to COURTS* neither| |nor threatened 

any violence or made; any effort to harm him in any way, but 
indicated that he would have to move, lose his credit, and 
possibly lose his business. 

COURTS stated that his first contact with the CITIZENS’ 
COUNCILS activities ;was when he was President of the NAACP 
Chapter at Belzo ni. : He said that about the end of August, 195U» 
he was warned by I I that economic pressure would be put 

on him if he did not; resign as President of the NAACP in Belzoni. 
He stated he resigned as President but retained his membership 
in this organization. He advised that the matter under discussion 
at that time did not concern voting but was related to whether 
or not the Belzoni NAACP Group would agree to voluntary segrega- 
tion if the local Colored schools were improved. 


cnmyrs no-h-Mm-mi 

1954* visit by] 

meeting of a group of Whi 
Belzoni, at which r© eting 
that economic pressure woi 


on the occasion of the August, 
had him accompany him to a 
flf. fchfl aufl-pflnty Bank in < 

told him (C0URTS) rl 
applied against him if he did 


not resign as NAACP President at Belzoni. He said they also 
asked him for the voluntary release of the names of all NAACP 
members In Humphreys; County but that he refused to furnish 
such names. He stated he was told that he did not have to 
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furnish them* that id physical force was used, and that he was 
not threatened o ■; 

COURTS advised th at subsequent to that meeting 
he was aided financially by | of 

the Citizens Bank at Belzoni. 

COURTS furnished the following information relative^ 
to NAACP members in tliat areas 


He stated that l | a farmer, is financially 

independent and has n'ot been bothered bv th e CITIZENS* COUNCILS 
to date* He pointed out that l I had gone with him 

to Greenville, Mississippi, as a companion, when he furnished 
information to HODDING CARTER. , 

, He said that | who resides on l I 

1 Belzoni, has not been ootnereg^by the CITIZENS’ COUNCILS 
as he is in good f in anc ial c onditi on, 


■ m/sj ' > ■ - ^ nip :- 

He indicate d_tha±l I who resides North of 

hi s (COURTS*) store on Belzoni, and \bo is employed 

by I i Belzoni* f or some time has been paying for a truck 

which he was buying from having reduced the indebtedness 

from twenty- two hundred dollars ($ 2,200) to eig ht hund red dollars 
($80 01 bv the beginning of 1955* *At that time, [allegedly 

told I I to pay off the balanc e or lo se t he truck. COURTS 

stated it was further' alleged that l | told | 1 that if he 

would return his poll; tax receipt to the Sheriff's Office and 
take his name off the registered v oters lis t he cpuld keep the 
truck and continue paying it out, I I reportedly to re un h is 

poll tax receipt when the Sheriff refused to accept it. I I 

then allegedly took the truck a few weeks later and | | had 

to borrow money from the Citizens Bank to pay the ba lance on 
his truck and regain possession of it. He said thatl 
(first name unknown I I I 

Company, reportedly signed the note which enabled | [to 

borrow the money to finish paying for his truck. 

r 

COURTS stated he had been advised that | I 

Accountant, Belzo ni « refu sed to handle the books of | 
a farmer, bec ause ! I name appeared on "the list. He said, 

however, that another Accountant at Belzo ni. who 

handles his (COURTS’ )| |agreed to handle I Ibooks. 
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COURTS stated that | I 'Embalmer and Insurance 

Collector, Delta Burial Association, Belzoni,, was barred from 
going on the farms nf : the | 

in the community because nis name was on "tne list” and that 
tenants on those farms were forced to drop their Delta Burial 
Insurance and Burial Insurance with T* V* JOHNSON, Belzoni, 
following which their : Burial In surance was placed with the 

, I Indianola. Mississip pi. COURTS 

pointed out that the is also 


pointed out that the 
operated by Negroes* 


CO URTS -further stated t hat during the latter part of \ 
March, 1955s I I a farmer, told a tenant on his ) 

farm, ■ MASOyWAitHK, Whd hhd Resided on that farm for forty ( i+O ) 7 , 
years, to tear up his poll tax receipt or move* PAYNE, he said,>~ 
did not tear up his poll tax receipt, but moved to Belzoni* j 

In addition^ COURTS stated that all residents on the 
■McDaniels Government Farm Project, located West of Isola, 
Mississippi, tore up their poll tax receipts when economic 
pressure was threatened them individually by lone White men 
contacting them* COURTS indicated he did not know the identity 
of these persons* 

The Individual referred to by COURTS as j 
Embalmer and Insurance Collector for the Delta Burial Associa- 
tion, Belzoni, was later determined to be| "J 

of the Belzoni Office 1 of the Delta Bur ial association* 

li " 

On April i^, 1959*1 I adv ised that he had been t 

verbally re quested b v I I to come to see him at the /‘-f- • 

farm called 1 | S6 uth of B elzoni on a date which he could 

not recall. He stated |~ I told him that because he had paid 
his poll tax the Burial Insurance of tenants on that plantation, 
which had been held by the Delta Burial Association, had been 
transferred to the Smith and Dillon Funeral Homo at Indianola* 


farm of 
Iconcerning 


that he had recently los t an accoun t on 
but that he was not contacted bv l 


He further stated that when he had talked to| | 

did not act mad* had used no force, and had made no 

threats, but had simply told him that he had moved the insurance 
account* 
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On M ay 10. 1955® when contacted with regard to mother 
in vestigation J advised that he had been approached 

by ] | or B0 iz onl a ^^f thr whom he has done considerable 

business, at which time l | in a frien dly ma nner . suggested 

that it would be personally beneficial t ol I if he removed 
hi s name f rom the voting rolls® He said I | pointed out that 
he had a good business and told him it would be to the 

advantage of this business if he removed his name from the voters 
list. 


<\/ -ftf t C AJA li 


ae*/A-ttoA/ 




On April k> 1955* Reverend WILLIAM ROBERT REYNOLDS, 
President of the Belzoni Chapter of the NAACP, who resides at 
Isol a. Mis sissippi. and who is an independent salesman 
handling "the products of Keystone Laboratories, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised that he is no longer a ’'preacher” but 
continues to use the title "Reverend". REYNOLDS said that he 
is overage and is exempt from the payment of poll tax. ^e stated 


he went to Deputy Sheriff | 

certificat e of exemption and was sen 

He said that at that time 

not have a book®. He ;indicated that 


at Belzoni to get a 


filled out 


1 

told 

later 

i 


REYNOLDS iUrther advised that on about December 17, 

19 Shs while on the street in Inverness, Mississippi, he was 
called to a pickup truck o ccupied three young White men, . 

~ |ol^ Isol.a7:[ \ and one whose ) 

last name igj | ^According to REYNOLDS, he was*then told J 
by one of them that he should remove his name from the list of 
registered voters and; that when he told them he would not do 
this they left# He stated he expected them to use violence but 
that no threats, curses, force, or abuse of any kind, had been 
used by them# He pointed out he did not believe they would ever 
have contacted him at; Isola, Mississippi, because he has "good 
White friends there who would help him®” 


REYNOLDS indicated 

same date, in Inverness, 

he has known for many years, 
and tried to persuade him to 
on the basis of ’’friendship” 
would not take his name off 
| about the contac t made 
He advised that l | stated 
not to pay any attention to 


that a fe w minutes later, ym this 
| a man from Isola, whom 
talked to him for about an hour 
take his name off the v oters list 
* He said he told l | that he 
the voters list, and then told 
by the above-mentioned three men. 
they were "hotheaded” and for him 
them. 
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REYNOLDS stated that ab out fiv e minutes after 
terminating his c onve rs at i on f wi th | | whi le wa Iking alone 

on the street in In verne ss ^ttre^lb cal Marshal, ! | 

came to him and told him that the Mayor of Inverness had 
ordered him to search I REYNOLDS as he had received a complaint 
that REYNOLDS had w mad!e a pistol break” on three White boys. 
REYNOLDS said he did riot object to the search as 
approached him in a frjiendly fashion and he wanted the people 
to know that he did not have a gun* He stated he voluntarily 
submitted to a searchr'and that no gun was found* 


On May 13, 3j9 55* the following individuals stated 
they had not been approached by anyone about removing their 
names from the registered voters list* 

jj 

I Belz oni 

C I Be 1 z oni_ fj /fjr 

r*-, rseizorar. "Sy/s 

p<z [; ■ 

It is to be! noted that the above individuals are members 
of the NAACP In Belzoni* 


B elzo ni j^orr^Aprii 4 ., state a tna-c ne naa gone -go me 

Sheriff’s Office at Belzoni on February 1, 1955* to pay his" 
taxes.b He said he had sufficient funds to pay all the taxes 
on his store, house and trucks* but did not have enough to 
pay the taxes on his farm* He stated that the person at the 
counter, whose Identify he did not know, told him he would 
have t o .pay all of his taxes before he could pay his poj .1 tax. 

I said he then sent his wife to get the rest of the money 
and that his wife returned with the money at approximately 
3 j 50 F.M. He stated jfehat when the employees in the Sheriff’s 
Office saw him, cri minal I they clos ed the door and walked out. 

| stated t na u-j [wife had just paid her poll 

tax and came out of the Sheriff’s Office as he originally 
entered, ;i 


I | said that he feels the abtion of the employees 

of the Sheriff’s Office was a part of the effort of the 
CITIZENS’ COUNCI IB to;! keep Negroes from voting. 
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It is to be.noted that on February Ij., 19 55, when con- ppilf. 
tacted in connection with another matter, Bhjriff I. J<^Sta!LT0N ~ r 
advised that he would!; probably be reported for a civil 'rights 
violation and that he^desired to make the facts of the natter 
known at that time since he felt he had acted legally. 

SHELTON stated that the tax books of his office had 
been open and taxes collectible from the first business day of 
January, 1955* He Indicated that his official closing hour Is 
5$00 P.M. He said that on February 1, 1955* which was the last 
day a person could legally pay his poll tax and the last day he 
could pay his property tax without penalty, | |a Negro 

store operator at Belzoni, came to the Sherirr»s urnce at 

P.M. t o pay h is taxes. When the amount of the taxes was 
figured and | | finished counting his money at approximately 

q. $55 P.M. he lacked seventy dollars ($70.00) having enough to 
pay all of his taxes,! which Is a prerequ isite t o paying the 
poll tax. According to SHELTON, neither ] | nor his wife 

returned to the Sheriff ’s Offic e by the 5:00 P.M. closing time. 
SHELTON stated he feels |~ | in view of his past activities, 

was deliberately trying to get the basis for a complaint against 
him because he had waited until the last fifteen minutes of the 
full month in which he was allowed to pay his taxes and then 
made no effort to reiriain in the Sheriff’s Office but left, 
apparently so the door coul d be lo oked on him. He further 
stated that since that time | |has not returned to pay his 
taxes and has not requested that he be permitted to pay his poll 
tax after the books were closed. 


- P 
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INFORMANT 

flonfl dentlal Informant T-l Is | 

requested that ms identity oe Kept 

confidential* Careful consideration has been given to use of 
T Symbol i n this report an d it is believed one used is necessary 
in view ofl I request* 


THE MEMPHIS DIVISION 


LEAD 


AT MEMPHIS,! TENNESSEE 

Will remain: alert for, and report, further activities 
on the part of the CITIZENS ’ COUNCILS. 


REFERENCES 


Report of Special Agent GEORGE A. EVERETT dated 
February 16# 1955 

Bureau Memorandum to Assistant Attorney General 
WARREN OLNEY III dated March 15, 1955 
New York; Letter to Bureau dated March 29# 1955 
Bureau Memorandum to Assistant Attorney General 
WARREN OLNEY III dated March 31, 1955 
Bureau Memorandum to Assistant Attorney General 
WARREN OLNEY III dated April 6, 1955 
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( 44*400 ) 
Director, f»| 


sssem&m 


mamovx swjsefs* ■ *v - • ^ ( ^ '/-f. . - : : 

BELZONI, MISSISSIPPI! c , /- , , 

mmmm willie beorbb dkx - victim 
citil Kisses ■ 


There 1* transmitted herewith to eash offl®# a. eopy of a 
memorandum from the Criminal Division *$fter date a if May 24# 1955* 

Also attached for amah office Is a Photostat ef eaoh of ths following 
it sms 1 

Memorandum dated 5/13/55# from Mrs. Burley. 

Memorandum t# Mr. Wilkins from Mr*. Baby Hurlay# dated 

4/6/55. 

hat tar to President Eisenhower, da tad 5/3/55# from 
Congressman 'Charles C. Diggs, jr*. 


Lett* 


1/55# to the Attorney general from 
of Jaekeon, Mississippi. 


There is alee being furnished to each offica a copy of 
tt Jat M magazine, da tad 5/26/55# which eontaiae an art! ©la concerning^/* 
tha incident in SalSsiii* There Is alsa being far ai shad to the fq 
law Orleans and Birmingham Of fleas ona eepy eaeh of tha report of 
SA Beerge A. Everett, dated 5/19/55# at Memphis, Tennessee, captio ned 
"Ohknown Subjeotsj Reverend Beorge Lee * VIctimj Cnknevn Subjectj 
Dr. 7. 3. M. Boward « Victim, Civil Rights* Extortion." 

It is no tad tha Dapartmant has requested that a full investi- 
gation ba instituted to datarmina if a. cpmasla^cy' exists W injure or 
iatlaidata Negro citizen* la enjoyment of thair ri^ht to alto by raaaon 

Tolson " . ^ W 

Board man l f \ y 'p <* } if*** m 

S ST — " «ei 2 Birmingham (Ends. * 

uohr__ /> 2 New Orleans (Buds. . I 

=^ 4:«. h 193JUN 2,95 VL^lj 

l * 00 —. — (10) cc? Liaison (NOTE: 00 Liaison B antion with request that 

r'U™oomZZ Mr. Bryoe Harlow, the White House, be 

Hoiioman — y brief ed regarding developments.) 

Gandy - ^ BUfilO 105>34237 


Gandy 


§ f. ,;u’S 91*®? 
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of throats of personal Injury, application of economic pressures or 
otherwise. the Department specifically requests that the investi- 
gation determine the circumstances ef the death of vie tin Lee and 
whether his death occurred as a resist of or in the execution of a 
conspiracy to injure or intimidate NTm so far as Ms right or the 
rights of other Negroes to vote is concerned* 

Department further requests that as a part of the investi- 
gation a cheek he made of the Nwatphrey County registration records 
to determine the number of Ieg#aNs registered in January 1953# the 
highest number registered at any one time after January 1953# end 
the number of Segroes mm registered* In the event the investigation 
should indicate that legroes have been threatened or intimidated 
into discontinuing their registration, such Negroes , or a reasonable 
number, should be interviewed, according to instructions from the 
Criminal Division. 

The investigation requested by the Criminal Division should 
be immediately instituted. Investigation must be handled only by 
mature experienced Agent personnel. Bach per eon interviewed should 
be specifically advised that this investigation is being conducted 
at the request of Assistant Attorney fteoeral Warren Glaey III in 
charge of the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice. 

The Birmingham Office should Interview Mrs. Buby Burley, 
an official of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, stationed in Birmingham. Mrs. Burley should be 
interviewed for full details regarding information developed by her 
daring the course ef her investigation in Belzeni, Mississippi, as 
set forth in her memorandum dated 5/13/55* She shenld be particularly 
interviewed regarding information appearing on Bane 1 of t he memorandum 
as to the sources of information identifying ! 1 colored, 

and a white man named | [ ? ) reported to have been occupants 

of the convertible which passed Reverend Dee 1 # car at the time of 
the accident. She should be further questioned as to the source 
of the statement that there were three ears involved in the killing. 
Mrs. Hurley should be Interviewed regarding statements made in the 
enclosed copy of *Jot* that the names of several eyewitnesses were 
being kept secret by the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People and ape white man had been identified by the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. She should 
be interviewed in order to ascertain if there were any other eye- 
witnesses known to her In addition to those mentioned in her memorandum 

of 5/13/55* 



Office should interview |_ 
Jackson, Mississippi, for 


ails he 
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hasregarding the incident involving victim Lee. | | should 

b® further interviewed for detailseoncernlng the statement made 
by him in his letter to the Attorney general of 5/ll/i>5» that 
person® had been arrested and incarcerated without dne process of 
law at times to remove them from the seene of leveed gati ons . the 
identities of such individuals shoal <3 be assort* in ftti and tiie Bureau 
advised of all details obtained froal | regarding each 

incidents. Mew Orleans should also interview Field Secretary Ivors, 
who accompanied Mrs. Ruby Hurley during her investigation la Belaoni, 
Mississippi. Evers should be questioned regarding the Ifc&ermation 
developed and should be particularly interviewed along, the same 
lines as set forth for the i nterview with Mrs. H arley. At Yazee 
City, Mississippi, interview ! [ or | 

who reportedly examined the body of victim |*»e Immediately after 
the sect dent, for all information he has regarding the incident^ 
Interview secretary of the national Association for the Advasgmment 
of Colored People In Tftxoo City for information that ie^rees were 
having their names removed from the registration book* under pressure 
of the White Gitiz*»* Council, ac cording to information set forth 
on page Z of the 5/l^55 $ memorimdu* fro* Mrs, Burley, 

fhe Memphis Office should prepare a chart of the area where 
the accident oeewawfi* fhia chart should show the approximate 
location of the house* in the neighborhood, the two automobiles 
observed by witness*** and the approximate location at the time of 
the accident of persona idee are interviewed. 

In conducting the investigation, the Meaphls Office should 
bear in mind that metal particles, similar in weight and cesEpositlon 
to #3 buckshot, were found in the lnh«r%tsySioof : §ke left front tire 
of the ear of victim tee and the left side of the faee of the victim 
was injured, which weuld indicate the shots may have been fired from 
the left side of the read and not from an automobile passing on the 
right-hand side of vicMm* s ear , It is possible that the shots 
may have been fired by an- individual stationed on a porch la the 
neighborhood on the left side of the street or by a person standing 
along the left aid* of the roadway. 

Information has been received from Senator Eastland that 
It has been farlly well established that Reverend lee haft spent 
approximately fear hewpf with the wife of another colored citizen 
of Belseni and it was this colored citizen who did the shooting. 

It was reported that Sheriff Shelton J»i| ihi* i»fo«»ati on end -was ■ 
not furnishing It to the Bureau but planned to make a public an* 
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nouncement at a la tar date. Sheriff Shelton should be contacted 
and efforts made to ascertain the identity of the colored-moman with 
whom Lee allegedly spent four hours. Upon ascertaining her Identity 
you should, of course, endeavor to account for the activities of her 
husband on 5/Y/55* 

Memphis should interview the following Individuals for all 
information they have regarding the incident and to ascertain through 
them identities of other eyewitnesses: 

Belzoni, Mississippi. 

who transported victim* s body to hospital, 
Belzoni, Mississippi. 

| who is mentioned on page 3 of the memo- 
randum of Mrs. Hurley dated 5/13/55* 

also mentioned on page 3 of the memorandum 
of Mrs. Hurley dated 5A3/55* 


1 

1 CPIC 

by a 

1 


employed at a wholesale grocery operated 


~l of Greenwood, Mississippi. 

~1 should be questioned regarding state- 
ment allegedly made to him by Reverend Lee M that someone 
from the courthouse" had told Lee to take his name off 
the registration books. According to the memorandum of 
Mrs, Hurley dated 5/13/55, this statement was made to 
Ion the same date that victim Lee was killed. 


sa George 
case . 


who are mentioned on page 9 in report of 
'erett dated 5A9/55* Memphis, in instant 


-» 1 1 
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fw should also relatervlew | | who 

reported, according to Mrs. Btxrley, that she saw TlmS, from the gun 
wad white persons ia the owe which passed at the tiae of the accident* 


Relatcrview l I to asoertain identity of 

individual who asked her to call the ambulance lead fail details re-* 
gardiag her alleged contact with victim hee at the setae of the 
accident. 

Reinterviow | | regarding eoonoaie pressures 

against Ms sad other members or the Rational Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People for failure to remeve their names froa a 
the list ef registered rotors* 

I Johnson* a Funeral Some, Belsoai, 

should he reiatervieved and you should asoertain the identity of Ms 
companion on 5/7/55# so that person may also he interviewed. 

lea should interview the brother of | ~| {mentioned 

on page 17 In report ef 31 Everett) to identify the girl who allegedly 
witnessed the incident. 

Interview I ~~l ( mentioned on page 4 of the 

memorandum of Bra* Earley dated 5 / 13/55 * ) for any information regarding 
the incident. 


Daring th* ce arse of the investigation yon should asoertain 
formation regarding | | colored, and a white man named 

[ (t), mentioned as hawing bean involved la the killing of 
■ c tin ""loo « 


should es&tact Sheriff Shelton wed thief, ©f Police 
regarding identity of woman who allegedly had been with 
r to ar at the time of 'the. accident. EM* Individual 
oughly interviewed ia this natter* 


It is acted t hat the enclosed eopy of "Jet" reflects that 

a legro l I idle .said she saw the sheeting, ' suddenly moved 

from her heme said h er net teen geen alace. The memorandum of Jfirs. Earle; 
Sated 5 / 13 / 55 # that l I who lived across the street had 

observed the whole episode and knew who was la the killers 1 car. It ' 
was Indicated I _ l ues not going to tal k about the matter 

an d had mevedawav o n 5/C/ 55. It is possible that l 

or I I (as mentlened on pant 3 of th e report ef sa 

Everett } is the unidentified legro l | who suddenly moved 

from the area* Ehe possibility exists that tMs individual ih ay have 
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boon tho alleged feaale 

hi* death* 


Ylotts I##* «oi 5/T/55# prior l» 


laiosoio*** afcoaid bo aon&tt*t*| with 
in the aonerojsia prepared by Mri, JfwrlSy a* 9 
pressure or threats hod boon aade against Hog 
resowed fro* the list of registered rotors* ' 


reporting that ooonoalc 
ar o se to hare tholr names 


Is *lew 

sent* sbenld bo ab 
incident inrolrit^ 
tho removal of an 


of tbs alligations In this 
'tainad whorover possible fjr 
; tlfttl* Lee and ill person* 
ns fro* tho registration 11 


■otter, signed state- 
mm tho witness** to th« 
interviewed regarding 


the eetsree of tha 


investigation .nast bo STfoidri 


that Blrsjischiii end Wm brleoas Off! 
loads Immediate tUmtlm so flat* the results 
available to th« M e m p h is of f lee*t tho very « 
gatlen* Memph is origin. 


e* should afford their 
W»or*of will bo 
toot of tho imvestl- 


Budod d/ld/^Sf* 


STANDARD FORM no. 64 



TO 


, Director, FBI (WS-3U237) 
FROM #fsAC, Memphis (105-121) 


UNITED ST^ffiS' GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 6/6/5^ 


SUBJECT: 


^nr-TATTON OF OICIZEBS 
CmmCTTfi fiF MT? gTSSTPPI 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 
(New Orleans 00) 


/ 


/- 


Berep 34 GBORGB 4. EVERETT dated 5/23/55, Memphis. 


Line 12 of the eWei®*™* 1 
WILLIAM R. HEIHOLDS, Ifhther than WILLIAM A. REFOLDS, to 

being typographical* 


GAEsER 

<U) 


CCj 1 - New Orleans (1Q5-U92) 




Tii 

.. 



Assistant Attorney Parser al 
^arran clney III 

■MFeetOF* mj 


Q> ' <3 

^ASSOCIATION OF CmiEJIS * ‘ CCUKCIIS 


« x 

PM Fits 105-3U23? 


June 8, -195$. 


«6£T./ ^ ' 


Befarenee la asade to your xsaaoranduis datac* <irch Bh, 

1 955 , your nefarenee KOfHUHtvtatr, c apt lone- V«:lta 

Clt Irons ^ounella.* H;f trance is alto s»de to «y r V ly thereto 

c*6s»si «\areh 31 » 1955# 

\ 

Thar® is being furnished you herewith <ma <?. ’V of tha 
r sport of special Agent George A# Ererett dated May. i 1955, 
at Keajhis, Tannassaa, in the captioned matter. 


EWORA'SA.TIOK CC.VaU|»a> 

, ir i/nV A l i / ^ ‘ ■■■■ 


. 1 . 1.1 4Si| 


2ce - Assistant Attorney General (vitH 
William p» Tompkins-; 


M/I 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION frA# 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


AIR TEL. 


Transmit the following T Bffl BflM i B message to BUREAU (REGISTERED 

FBI, PHILA. (100-31535) 6/7/55 NEW YORK (REGISTER] 


I Mr. Jfffchok f 

A Mr. f 

j Mr. Harbo i 

I Mr* Mohr_ f . 

I Mr. persons I 

I Mr. Eocoa f 

j Mr. Tam ra I 

j Mr. Skoo | ! 

I Wiaterrowd. i. 

Tele. Eaosa ■ 

i «J*Oh‘ o?y: v n / 

I «WGa.'r -/}j ^ 


CIVIL RIGHTS OWGKESS, IS 

ch 6/6/55J ; 

the past, furnished te SA| 


irnishsd reliable information in 
a one-page mimeographed "Resolution 


on Wanton Murder ef Rev. LEE," \diieh states it was unanimously adapted 


5/24/55 by the North Phila. Civil R*g**.s flwrf ttet (meeting 5/24/55 ws 

sponsored by CRC). It was obtained fpy | I This resolution 

criticizes the murderjif Rev. GEORGE w^jEE of Belzb^,lass., 5/7/55, "by 
alleged gumen of thf whlte Citizens Oiunbil because he refused to heed 
tfaedLr order to destroy his poll tax receipt and erase his name from the 
list of registered voters.....** It claims that crimes against Negro people 
are whitewashed by county, state and federal authorities. Resolution demands 
ef Pros. EISENHOWER and Attorney General BROiNELL that the Dept, of Justice 
immediately investigate this murder and preseeute these responsible for it 
and also investigate White Citizens Council "whose program, aims and purposes 
are to intimidate and terrorize the Negro people lighting for full Constitutional 
liberties, civil and human rights." 


WEH/tgm 

(3BUANI,5PH) 


MB CASE 


ggBEO* 


cci 100 — 38688 I I 

100-33636 (CP.USA. DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 




Mr* Belmont j 




, .-V. 1 i A 

CFbO 


</ Ff>l. 


/M: 


10 JUN 8 18IS 




Approved : 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 



r. - 



Assistant Attorney General 
warren Olney III 

«, ^ ~ £<£> 3 7 - 

.Director « FRI 


ASSOCIATION 0/ CI?I2£ H«S COUJ 

w'srnai sEc^T^y-nr - 
FBI FIIE 105-31+237 


c$" 


. Jfane lo* 1955 

■Kv 
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For you** information, a confidential inform- 
ant of fcha Philadelphia Office of tibia Bureau, who has 
furnished reliable information in tho past, has made 
available a mimeographed loaf lot captioned "Resolution 
on Wanton Murdar of Rev.' Lee,” whioh was adopted at a 
mating of a north Philadelphia Civil Rights Committee 
sponsored by the Civil Bights Congress oa Ray 24, 1955* 

This resolution criticises the murder of Rev. George w. 

Lee of Belseni, Hlaalasippi, on May ?, 1955# "by alleged 
gunmen of the White Citizens Council because he refused 
to heed their order to destroy his poll tsx recolpt and 
erase his name from the Hat of registered voters.*.*" 

'The resolution claims that crimes against Negro people 
is*e whitewashed by county, state, end Federal authorities. 
The resolution demands of President .isenhowar and Attor- 
ney general .Brownell that the Department of Justice imme- 
diately Investigate this murder and prosecute those respon- 
sible fo»* it sad also investigate White Citisens Gouncii 
"whose program, alas and purposes are to intimidate end 
terrorise the Negro people fighting for full Constitutional 
liberties, civil and human rights." 


The Civil Rights Congress has been designated 
by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 


Tolson 

.Board man 
■tchols _ 


Bneerrowd _ 
[He. Room 
loll oman 


tcc - Assistant Attorney General all tofow.tioh c02JTAH*a& 5 

WilUM t. Tonpkin. HgSgg)^-^ 

NOTE ON YELLOW: The correct caption of the White Citizens 

Council is the Association of Citizen's Councils of 
Mississippi. This organization is the subject of an 
active Internal Security - X investigation. ,\ ^ 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


UNITED STL 


' 0T i 

MR. L. V. BO ARMAN# V 


ft* A 

W I. 


Government 

■ ^ ■- •/ 

& Tolson 

DATE: IB- 1955 


PROM < 


SUBJECT: 



MR. A. H. BEIM 


CITIZENS COUNCILS AND STATES ' 
RIGHTS MOVEMENTS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 
BUFILE 105-34-237 



hk?= 

Harbo — 

Mohr , 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm — 

Sizoo _ 

Winterrowd 

Tele. Room — 

Holloman — 

Gandy 


Reference Is made to the attached memorandum to you dated 
- 1 5-16-55 in which background of the captioned groups and the Bureau's 

responsibilities in connection therewith are set out. The recommendation 
- in that memorandum was that we continue to have the field follow the 
activities of these organizations and continue to furnish the reports 
-thereon to the Department. The Director noted "O.K. H. M 

v* In view of the Supreme Court decision of 5-31-55 concerning 

I integration of Negroes and whites in public schools, it is believed 
desirable to advise the field of the potential of these groups and of 
the Bureau's responsibilities and desires relative thereto. 


RECOMMENDATION : 

It is recommended that the attached proposed SAC Letter 
so advising the field be approved. 




vjim 
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1 - Mr. Boardman 
1 -Mr. Belmont 
1 - 
1 - 
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; t-f (Qt.SS m iPfX „„ _ 

(N ^CITIZENS COUNCILS I AND STATES 1 RIGHTS MOVEMENTS. - INTERNAL SECURITY . 
- X®— Since Supreme Court decision of May 17, 1954, re integration 1 
* of Negroes and whites In publis schools, autonomous organizations uiiderj 
various names have been formed in ten states for the ostensible pur- * 
pose of maintaining segregation. These organizations are for the 
most part made up of prominent citizens who are opposed to any use of 
force and violence. These groups disclaim affiliation with or 
similarity to the Ku Klux Klan and avowedly intend to achieve their 
objective by exerting economic pressure on members of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Negro voters and 
integrationists. 


Bureau policy is that we do not investigate groups that 
advocate and employ legal means to achieve their. objective; however, 
where advisable the field is authorized to investigate organizations 
established for purpose of combatting or advocating affirmative 
action against racial minorities or seeking to deprive individuals 
of their rights under the Constitution, 

Upon receipt of information concerning formation of such 
an organization iq your territory you should advise the Bureau im- 
mediately by letter setting forth pertinent data relative to the 
organization and Individuals connected therewith. No investigation 
should be conducted without prior Bureau authority. 


The Department has advised that conspiracy to injure or 
intimidate Negro citizens in their rights to vote by ; threats of 
personal injury, application of economic pressure or' otherwise, -"T 
would seem to be violative of the provisions of Title l8, U.S.C, 24l. 
At such time as integration is made mandatory under the Supreme 
Court decision of May 31, 1955, or prior thereto, these organizations 
or individual members may take extralegal action possibly resulting 
in civil rights violations, I am vitally concerned with this 
possibility and desire that we have complete data relative to these 
organizations and their members prior to any incidents which may 
take place. You will be held personally responsible to furnish .the 
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Burfeau promptly data relative to the formation of these organizations 
and thereafter to take necessary action to keep the Bureau apprised 
on a continuing basis of all pertinent developments, 

I 

In view of the nature of these groups, your inquiries 
should be handled most discreetly in order to avoid any embarrassment ■, 
to the Bureau, Whenever possible inquiries should be directed to 
established reliable sources only. 

For your information reports submitted on these organiza- 
tions will be furnished the Department for consideration under Execu- 
tive Order 10450 whereby the Attorney General may designate any 
organization which has .adopted a policy of advocating or approving 
the commission of acts of force and violence to deny others their 
rights under the Constitution of the United States," 

Very truly yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Attachments for (D) & (L) 




' 6/21/55 

' SAC LETTER NO. 


55-40 


12 - 


B?AHBKS3?nr&i MX 04 


mdi 


FROM r 


Mr. Tolson 


L. B. Nic 




Office Memorandum •jmTED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE 


. June 17, 1955 


-jJVei 


Nichols 
Belmont 
Harbo _ 


-P 


<0 . 

It •/' C ^ J 


. Rosen 

sobjbct: /-.■>. ^ " ’ 0 J> * w££rr«rf_ 

/ / ^ /! {} Tele. Room — 

f/ ^ j/ | \ Holloma n 

Mr. Clegg talked to me on the telephone on June 17, 1955, | v y 
and also sent me the attached clipping from the Jackson Daily News containing 


the picture of W.^J#Simmons o f Jackson , Mississippi, the* Administrator of 
the State Citizens Council. T.he^lipping is attached. 


stated that the State Citizens Council represents 
a membership of the wealthier, substantial good folks of Mississippi, who 
are dead set against integration in the schools and who will not depart from 
their traditional position of upholding segregation. Mr. Clegg stated that 
the Council is directing their fire at several of the leading colleges and 
universities in the state and they have also taken on the Baptist Church, 
Presbyterian Church and the Methodist Church, and they are really biting 
off more than they can chew. Mr. Clegg told me that Dr. William Simmons, 
Meridian, Mississippi, teaches at the University of Mississippi; that at one 
time Simmons had been a leader in the Silver Shirts movement, j ^ 




Mr. Clegg merely wanted us to have this information. I thanked 


him. 


cc: Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Belmont 
LBN:arm 
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s Meet at Canton 






Purpose and aims of the Miss^ppi Associati 
of Citizens Councils Were explained at the first 
official meeting with the press Thursday night 
at Canton. Robert Patterson (second from left), 
executive secretary of the state group, said 253 
councils with a total membership of "50,000 to 
60,900 white males” have been organized and 
"dedicated to peaceful law enforcement. We. are 



not anti-anybody, anything or any race, but we 
are a counter group to the NAACP.” . iLeft to 
right) Mayor Marion Simpson of Canton, Mr, 
Patterson, W. J. Simmons of Jackson, adminis- 
trator of the State Citizens Council Assn,, and 
State Sen. Earl Evans of Canton. (Staff photo 
by Phil Stroupe.) 



Left-Wing Tendencies Uncovered 


[ Liberals In State Education Lashed 
Erf Spokesman For Citizens Councils 

1 By DOUGLAS STARR since reconstruction days. 

CANTON, Miss. (JV-Two spokes- Targets for qestions fro'm a bet- 
: men for the white Citizens Councils, tery of newsmen last night for the< 

1 dedicated to keeping segregation* 'first time in the councils’ one-year 

j in all walks of Mississippi life; de- existence were Rob ert Palterso nof r ^ 

inied the councils are anti-Negro, Winona, executive Secretary, £ad av 
ran^race/ anti-creed, or ’anti-any- ^ 

jPa the contrary, they, said, we Councils in Mississippi^ \ 

‘ ale organized to maintain segrega- Later, Patterson said -he spoke H M 

y by peaceful and legal means” onlyvfor the state association Which 
a #d to - use every legal lastope he described - as a * JO-man £roup 
?-fo resist attempts at breaking down elected from Citizens ^w-uTTi 1 s 
Mississippi’s traditional way of life Ui~ rnu ^| inn | the state 
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Each Citizens Council, he said, 
is Autonomous and may act on its 
owil initiative and may reject the 
staw group’s suggestions of ideals 
andlcouEses of action. 

He said :his trolls totaled 55,000 
members who belong, to *" the 253 
chapters in mapy^rbunties. 

Sim mon g^charged that extreme 
n#dft3Tt^inking — . away from the 
traditions of social,^' educational and 
religious segregation of the races— 
is being taught in many education- 
al and: religious institutions 
throughout the nation. 

Pressed for .examples, Simmons 
listed the Uips^ty^otMississippi, 

■ Mills aps College in Jackson, and 
'the University of North Carolina 
I ‘ ‘where many s6i!thern' J teachers 
[receive their degrees."* 

Three religious institutions that 
came under his fir ev were the South- 
ern ’B^ptist^pnvention in St. Louis, 


i n Virginia, and the Method ist. 
Wo^jms^Ociefy of Chrisfia a Selv - 
ice ^ Jackson, all of w^QS^td 
to uphold the IT. S. SupTerh^ Cowl's 
decision - outlawing segregation? 
"“He termed such action ‘Heft-wing 
tendencies." 

Simmons espl^ified . • j^son 

for the councils’ existence: 

"We oppose. Integration. .We hope 
(to mobilize public sentiment 
against integration." 

The Mississippi way of life, 
"which we have, lived under be- 
cause our society is based on seg- 
regation, was threatened to attjlkj 
by men who are trained re\nmi- 
tionaries. We banded together ' Jpr 1 
protection." 

, He did not identify the “revolu- 
tionaries." 

Another reason for the t councils, 

1 Patterson said, is . "to have some 
organization to withstand the 
NAACP and other powerful pres- 
sure groups" which work upon 
courts and politicians. I 

He said he blieves the Supreme | 
Court decision was wrong and tlfit 
the National , Association for tie 
Advancement of Colored PeoAe 
which he said "pressured" fbr.sJRi 
a ruling, would meet resistance 
“proportionate to the NAACP 's 
pressure." 

Mississippi "is not going to inte- 
grate," he said. "We were inte- 
grated 75 years ago by force by 
ythe U. S. government 


Mo., the Presbyte^ i^C ^Dfeizenc e believe integration works. 
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Councils are delated to an insidious kind of pressure, the 
use of economic sanctions to force non-compliance with the 
Supreme Court’s mandate. 

They are active principally in Mississippi, where they are 
organized on a statewide basis, with a claimed membership 
of 25,000. The state organization was formally constituted 
in October, 1954. ? 
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TEtE^CITIZENfS'COIJNCIFS ^ . 

AND THE DESEGREGATION ISSUE 

T HE simmering issue of desegregation of the schools has 
now reached its second and more decisive phase. Its initial 
stage was brought to a close last month when the United 
States Supreme Court handed down its long-awaited enforc- 
ing decree, which spells out how its 1954 mandate against 
segregated schools is to be carried out. This decree directs the 
states to proceed in good faith and end segregation within 
a "reasonable” time, but sets no deadline for its accomplish- 
ment. And the lower federal courts are given the task of 
determining the effectiveness of planned procedures for 
bringing about the gradual transition to school desegregation. 

On the whole, the Court’s enforcing decree was favorably 
received throughout the country, though some dissenting 
voices were raised in the South. The High Court was particu- 
larly commended for its moderation and restraint and for its 
wisdom in giving due recognition to the local complexities 
involved in initiating a desegregation program. 

Typical was the comment by the New York Herald Tribune 
(June 1, 1955), which noted that the "wisdom of the Su- 
preme Court’s decision is that it is broad enough to fit all 
circumstances and yet so tight that there is no chance for 
^avoidance.” J^Theunandate^ is .clear, jf air and reas onable . ” the 
paper added. "There is no compromise with principle here. 
This is common sense application — in equal parts of practical 
understanding and firm determination.” 

The one-year interval since the Supreme Court on May 17, 
1954 ruled against segregated schools has significantly advanced 
the start of an orderly changeover, except in the deep South 
and a few areas elsewhere. The states directly affected by the 
desegregation ruling have witnessed no large-scale disturbances; 
though at one time Milford, Del., Baltimore and White Sul- 
phur Springs, W. Va., bristled with the threat of violence. 
And the numerous new groups, some of them recruited from/ 
former Ku Klux Klan elements, which cropped up in the wake/ 
of the Supreme Court decision, have to date made no majori 
impact. Many of them seem to be biding their time in the| 
fomenting of trouble.* A 

One of the groups, however, which still pose some serious i 
concern is the Association of Citizens Councils. The Citizens 


* See Facts, Sept. 1954. 




\ The first Council was organized in the town of Indianola, 

' Miss., by a small group which met secretly. It included Robert 
B. Patterson, a Holly Ridge planter who subsequently became 
executive secretary of the state organization; Herman Moore, 
head of the Indianola bank who later became chairman of the 
Indianola Citizens Council; and an attorney by the name of 
Arthur Clark, Jr. 

The minutes of this first meeting, distributed to a care- 
fully selected mailing list, contained this note: 

, "It is th e thought of^our group that the solution of thi s 
problem (desegregation) may become easier if various agitators 
and the like could be removed from the communities in which 
they now operate. We propose to accomplish this through the 
careful application of economic pressures.” 

A formal accompanying statement, signed by Patterson, 
exhorted Council members to familiarize themselves with a 
number of publications, many of them blatantly anti-Semitic 
as well as anti-Negro. Some are anti-Catholic. They included 
the publications of Gerald L. K. Smith, Conde McGinley, 
Frank Britton, John Hamilton, and Gerald Winrod. 

"Some of these groups,” the statement declared, "are anti- 
Semitic; however, all of the religious groups, including all 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish — have been pushing the Anti- 
Segregation issue and it is time for all of us to speak out for 
separation of the black and white races, regardless of our race 
or creed.” 

When representations were made to him on the anti-Semitic 
character of his recommended reading list Patterson denied that 
“either he or the Councils were anti-Semitic. However, a second 
list of anti-Semitic material recommended by him was circu- 
lating as late as last Spring, though the date the list was issued 
is not known. It included the publications of such outstanding 
anti-Semites as Robert H. Williams, Frank Britton, Marilyn 
Allen and John Hamilton. 

"’The inaugural group’s program' of ^action Was inspired by 
an address in the summer of 1954, delivered by Tom P. Brady 
to the Greenwood Chapter of the Sons of the American Revo- 
lution. Brady, a circuit court judge from Brookhaven, Miss., 
is vice-president of the Mississippi Bar Association. He ex- 
panded his speech into a 90 -page booklet under the title of 
"Black Monday.” The title refers to May 17, 1954, the day 
the Supreme Court issued its historic ruling that segregation 
^*iSf the nation’s schools is unconstitutional. 

^ IQS- 3 ^X 31 - 

The Councils 9 Idea Man 

While Robert B. Patterson is the executive arm of the' 
Councils, Judge Brady seems to be something akin to^a 
spiritual founding father endowed with the gift of prophecy. 
Brady’s brochure has become the Councils’ ideological base. 
V They have^published it under their impAnt and'ltre promoting 

pvf n among school y outh. Pa tt ersoA^purged its distribu- 
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tion among all high school students in t^Pfstate. He said 
the purpose of circulating the booklet is to "create an in- 
terest in and basic understanding of our great problems to our 
young people,” who must be "armed with facts to withstand 
the propaganda barrage of radio, television, moving pictures 
and the Northern press.” Patterson said that presenting Brady’s 
work to students is the "cheapest, easiest, most educational 
program we have heard of. Maybe other Councils would like 
to consider this or similar methods of nullifying left-wing 
propaganda.” 

The Councils are trying to sponsor essay contests built 
around the work. Last December, the Mississippi High School 
Activities Association voted to launch such a contest, financed 
by the Citizens Councils, which agreed to put up $2500 as 
cash prizes for the winners of district and state competitions. 

Judge Brady appears to be an unreconstructed racist who 
has grown bilious on a heavy and unvaried diet of white 
supremacy. His theories of "racial purity” have been drawn 
from rapid detoured excursions in the fields of anthropology, 
ethnology and history, particularly such portions of these 
branches of 'learning which could~be~made~ to 'conform tcrhis 
own racist views. 

Contrasting the development of white and Negro stocks, 
he says: 

"The purpose of this comparison is not to embarrass or 
humiliate anyone. You can dress a chimpanzee, housebreak 
him and teach him to use a knife and fork, but it will take 
countless generations of evolutionary development, if ever, 
before you can convince him that a caterpillar or a cockroach 
is not a delicacy.” 

This scurrilous comment on Negroes follows Brady’s fore- 
word where he states that he "shall strive to proceed” without 
'denunciation and abuse . . . the favorite weapons of the 
clumsy, frustrated and uncontrolled.” 


Largesse 

At one point of his work, Judge Brady says: 

"Yes, the Dutch, Spanish, English and Yankee slave traders 
conferred upon a small part of the Negro race the greatest 
benefit one man ever conferred upon another. And yet slavery 
is morally wrong, and all nations have had to discover this 
truth the difficult way. 

"The American Negro was divorced from . Afric a an d 
saved from savagery. In spite of his basic inferiority, he was 
forced to do that which he would not do for himself. He was 
compelled to lay aside cannibalism, his barbaric savage customs. 
He was transported from aboriginal ignorance and super- 
stition. He was given a language. A moral standard of 
values was presented to him, a standard he could never have 
created for himself and which he does not now appreciate. 
His soul was quickened. He was introduced to God! And the 
men of the South, whether we like it or not, were largely 
responsible for this miracle.” 

Brady’s concepts of "racial purity” are embodied in this 
statement of his: 


"The loveliest and the of God’s creatures, the nearest 

thing to an angelic being that treads this terrestrial ball is a 
well-bred, cultured Southern white woman or her blue-eyed 
golden-haired little girl.” 


Brady on Jews 

■ Brady pays tribute to the "racial purity” of Jews, but some 
of the best of . his Jewish friends seem to be dead ones, like 
Disraeli, Schiff and Einstein. 

"It is lamentable,” he says, "that attention should be called 
to the alarming increase of Jewish names in the ranks of 
Communist-front organizations of this country. Of all the 
nations which have ever been on this earth, the United States 
has been the kindest to the Jew. Here he has suffered but little 
ostracization — and he has brought most of this upon himself. 
. . . Above all peoples the Jew should be grateful. Hungry, 
naked, thirsty and homeless we took him in, and made him 
one of us. From the Jewish race there should never be any 
Rosenbergs, Greenglasses or Ajger Hisses ( Sir/) . _The. Socialist 
and Communist infiltrated labor organizations should not have 
the Dubinskys, the Emspaks, the Abram Flaxes and Ben Golds 
as their leaders. The list is long and ominous. The loyal 
American Jew, on his own volition, should take steps to stop 
this disloyalty and sometimes outright treason. We know he 
is embarrassed by and regrets these incidents. ... 

"No race is perfect. . . . There are those today who would 
damn the Jew, who would like to see him persecuted because 
he controls the motion picture industry, the clothing industry, 
the jewelry market, and so on. His excellence in these and 
other numerous fields of business endeavor is the result of his 
own inherent intelligence and industry. Of all races his 
criminal record is the least, but if he is going to bow down 
and worship the Baal of Socialism and Communism the same 
fate of persecution which has so often befallen him will over- 
take him. Because of the mistakes of a few of their leaders, 
let us not condemn a race. Because Arthur Spingarn is 
President of the NAACP it does not follow that all Jews 
approve of this rabid organization. 

". . . Let us remember the loyal American Jew is not re- 
sponsible for Karl Marx. Let us not forget, even though the 
Jew does not accept His divinity, that it was from the loins 
of the Jew, from the seed of Abraham, that the Messiah 
came. . . . 

‘'Let us not Karp on the Hisses and Rosenbergs, but re- 
member the Disraelis, the Guggenheims, the Schiffs, the 
Strausses, the Einsteins. . . .” 


Cold War and Economic Boycott 

But it was Judge Brady’s ideas on the use of economic 
pressure which became one of the creative forces in the genesis 
of the Citizens Councils. Regarding this tactic, he says: 

"As a last resort, a step which no Southern man wants to 
take, is declaring of a cold war and an economic boycott. A 
large percentage, over a third, of the negro women in the 
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South are domestic servants. TOP this source of revenue is 
cut off, and they are no longer employed, a deplorable situa- 
tion will arise for the negro. The negro of the South knows 
this and so does the NAACP. The NAACP does not care, 
actually, what happens to the negro of the South financially. 
Drunk or mad with the successes which it has inspired, it now 
seeks to carry out its Communist-inspired program, irrespec- 
tive of what harm it does to the negroes of the South. It will 
be inconvenient upon the white women of the South to dis- 
charge their maids and cooks but this can be done, if necessary. 

"Over ninety-five per cent of the negroes of the South are 
employed by and work for white men or corporations con- 
trolled by white men. A great many negro employees will be 
discharged and, though it will work a grave hardship on many 
white employers, still it is better f if our right eye offend us 
to pluck it out.* This will be the acid test which the white 
men of the South will have to meet. Our white boys and girls 
will not have to go to other states in order to obtain employ- 
ment, Then our population will cease to decrease. 

"The neg ro of the South should be forewarned, and when 
the next case is brought in in any of the remaining thirteen 
States the economic boycott should begin. The irony of the 
African proverb, Tull belly boy says to empty belly boy, be of 
good cheer,’ should be explained to the s Southern negro. 

"... This economic boycott will make many negroes in 
the South destitute, and means should be provided whereby 
these negroes can be taken care of. A subsidy should be estab- 
lished whereby these negroes can be sent by bus and train to 
the States of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Illinois and California. ...” 


Brady’s Ideas Take Root 

These ideas ignited a small nucleus which set their hands 
to the task of setting up an organization for the purpose of 
cracking down on Negroes by denying them work, credit and 
commercial services and by limiting their vote. The first 
group soon started spreading the gospel of economic boycott. 
Councils were shortly organized in dozens of Mississippi 
counties. A few have spilled over into Alabama, Georgia and 
Louisiana. 

The Councils were in a good strategic position to put on 
the economic squeeze against Negroes and non-conformers. 
-Their-membership— was“drawn”from”the'ranks~of-the-mosr 
respected and influential community leaders. They included 
politicians, bankers, druggists, merchants, lawyers, other pro- 
fessionals, and newspaper men. 

Dr. Emmet J. Stringer, a dentist from Columbus, Miss., and 
state president of the NAACP, gave this description of their 
methods. 

"We had a branch president, a merchant, who had to give 
up. A group of white men drove up to his store and told him 
to get in the car. He did and they took him to his bank and 
there were the banker, his wholesaler and other people who 
gave him credit. They told him they would give him no more 
... he had to give up, go bankrupt or get out.” 

Dr. Stringer said he had reports that in one area the public 
utility services of any Negro leader falling behind even one 
day in the payment of his bills were cut off abruptly. 

"As for me,” Stringer said, "I can’t get credit anywhere 
in Mississippi, and I’m just getting started too.” 

Council members in Indianola warned patients of a Negro 


physician, Dr. <ffnton Battle, that they were risking the lossjj 
of their jobs if they consulted him any more. Dr. Battle was 3 
the first Negro in the county to register and vote and had c 
been urging other Negroes to do likewise. At the last election, J 
not a single Negro in the county, including Dr. Battle, showed j 
up at the polls. 

In the town of Belzoni, Council members intimidated a 
Negro undertaker, T. V. Johnson, after learning that he was . 
a member of the Regional Council of Negro Leadership, a j 
group which supported desegregation. They warned him not 
to accept the chairmanship of the local Negro Boy Scouts, 
that he would get no credit if he did, and might even be run 
out of town. The Negro undertaker submitted and did as 
he was told. 

Many, however, both white and non-white, have stood 
their ground before Council harassment. And Negroes began 
to organize economic counteraction. According to Roy Wil- 
kins, NAACP leader, about a quarter of a million dollars has 
been placed on deposit with the Negro-owned Tri-State Bank 
in Memphis to en able the bank to expand its credit resources 
for Negroes facing economic boycott or threatened with 
mortgage foreclosures. The bank’s lending power is based on 
the amount of its deposits. Negro lodges, churches, fratern- 
ities, insurance companies, loan associations and various in- 
dividuals joined in depositing the funds. They are seeking to 
increase the deposits by another $250,000. 

Wilkins said the wholesale dismissals of Negroes from jobs 
"would upset the economy of Mississippi, especially on the 
retail level.” He pointed out that the Negro purchasing power 
was important to merchants, since about half of the state’s 
population and much of its labor force were Negro. He em- 
phasized that it was more difficult to cope with the new 
registration techniques to bar Negroes from voting. 

Since inception, the Citizens Councils have found ooe- of-> 
their staunchest critics in Hodding Carter, Pulitzer Pme win- 
ner and editor-publisher of Mississippi’s Greenville Delta Demo- 
crat-Times. He has given them no quarter in his relentless 
exposure of their operations. Last April, he ran a front-page 
editorial declaring that he had "evidence” that the Councils 
were engaging in "economic terrorism” directed at advertisers. 

"We are not talking about one or two incidents,” Carter 
said. "This is a planned campaign entered upon by men whose 
behavior in this regard makes them blood-brothers of the 
'Capone-mob; : 

"Merchants, professional men and distributors have been 
approached. Some have already felt the lash. 

"These 'protection sellers’ make no bones about it. In some 
cases, they tell their targets that unless they organize or join 
the Councils, they’ll get no more business from Council 
members.” 

In May, Carter was interrupted while addressing a forum 
at a Memphis YWCA by the arrival of a fire engine, squad 
cars, a Navy Shore Patrol wagon and two ambulances. They 
were all hurried to the scene by false alarms. A series of tele- 
phone calls falsely reported a fire in the building, an accident, 
a shooting, a murder and a riot. 

"It’s clear,” said a YWCA official, "that some people had 
it in for Carter and just wanted to make trouble.” 

Some weeks earlier Carter had engaged in a brisk exchange 
with the Mississippi House of Representatives. The House 
passed a resolution denouncing him for writing an article for 
Look magazine attacking the Citizens Councils. 


Some legislators called him a "scalar •• j j br abusive 

names during the course of a bitter floor ugm. carter returned 
the fire in a sharply worded editorial. He wrote: \ 

"The House of Representatives has resolved me into a liar 
because of an article I wrote. ... If this chargej were true, 
it would make me well qualified to serve with that body. It 
is not true. j 

"So to even things up, I herewith resolve by a vote of 1-0 
that there are 8 9 liars in the state legislature beginning with 
Speaker (Walter) Sillers ^nd working way down; to Repre- 
sentative Eck Windham or Prentiss.” (Windham had charged 
that Carter sold out the state of Mississippi to "that filthy 
magazine for 50,000 pieces of silver.”) i 

Carter’s editorial added that "those 8 9 character mobbers 
can go to hell collectively or singly, and wait there until I 
back down. They needn’t plan on returning.” j 


The Alabama Councils 

Citizens Councils have been formed in about five counties 
in Alabama. One was organized on the spot at a mass meeting 
in Linden, after an inflammatory address by State Senator 
"Walter C. Givham. , 1 

He said the real purpose of the campaign to end, segregation 
was' "to open the bedroom doors of our white i women to 
Negro men.” If the campaign is successful, Givham declared, 
the Negroes will see to it that the nation gets a Negro vice- 
president, "and after that happens, what would prevent them 
from assassinating the President and making the Negro presi- 
dent?” ! 

"You say it can’t happen here,” the Senator shouted, "but 
I say it can and will unless we stand up and fight.” pThe crowd 
there and then agreed to organize a Citizens Council. 

The Councils in Alabama have not had a good press. The 
Montgomery Advertiser, a newspaper favoring segregation, 
has severely criticized them, calling the groups "manicured 
Ku Klux Klans.” Newspapers in Birmingham have also ex- 
pressed misgivings about the Councils. I 

One Council has recently cropped up in Louisiana. A 
secret group known as the "Southern Gentlemen” has been 
set up, in affiliation with the Mississippi organization. Its 
chairman, J. B. Easterly of Baton Rouge, said his outfit is non- 
political and non-sectarian, but "we’ll fight the hell out of 
any public officials who_are for desegregation.” J . 

Looking to the Fnture 

According to Hodding Carter, a close on-the-scene observer, 
the Councils have not fared as well as they had hoped and 
are running into opposition. Addressing a journalistic fra- 
ternity group in St. Louis last May, he said that most of the 
Council members are planters past fifty, while their strongest 
opposition has come from young Southerners who will not bind 
themselves to the perpetuation of the old social order. Noting 
that younger clergymen, many teachers and the press have 
spoken out against the Councils, Carter stressed that the 
South is going through an era "of change and challenge.” 
Writing in Look magazine this month (June 28,|1955),he 
said that he had gotten some two thousand letters after his 


previous Look piece attacki^fhe Councils. He said that they 
ran 3 to 2 in his favor in the South and better elsewhere. What 
heartened him was the preponderance of the favorable letters 
from young people and clergymen of all faiths. And he un- 
derlined the significance of the fact that the critical letters 
"were overwhelmingly emotional, often anti-Semitic, and, 
when unsigned as many were, contained filthy personal attacks 
and threats.” ' 

Carter is confident of the people of the South, who "know 
that inflammatory political behavior and the formation of 
vigilante groups aren’t the answer any more than would be a 
Supreme Court edict ordering complete integration next fall. 
There must be a middle ground;” 

A gradual adjustment in the South, says Carter, "will be 
aided by accompanying improvement in the Negro’s economic 
status; by Negro migration which will reduce the pressure 
of numbers; by the tolerance of those who today are young.” 
Against these forces, he adds, "the South’s braying dema- 
gogues, its Klans and Councils and Southern Gentlemen, Inc., 

cannot forever standL!L 

The United States .Supreme Court, in its edicts against seg- 
regation, has demonstrated a grasp of the local situations in 
the South which is heartening. It has lighted the path which 
the South can take as a bridge to the realities of the future. 
As the New York Times has observed: 

"The Court apparently will yield in non-essentials. It will 
permit unavoidable, postponements, but it will not tolerate 
deliberate efforts to circumvent the Constitution. 

"The ruling is perhaps not wholly satisfactory to anybody. 
Desegregation will move too^ slowly for some among us, per- 
haps too rapidly for others. There may be an interval of con- 
fusion during which a considerable number of cases will be 
carried up to the Supreme Court. Nevertheless we are on the 
way toward a more perfect democracy. The error of a static 
and ineffective edict has been avoided.” 

The "interval of confusion” described by the New York 
Times may, however, open the way to an increasingly tense 
situation in the deep South. That interval, or one subsequent, 
may bring to a head the crucial problem of enforcing school 
desegregation. Only then, when the issue of enforcement is 
joined, will the shape of future events be crystalized. 

Until now the South- has had a breathing spell, which may 
or may not continue for some time. The Citizens Councils 
made, rapid gains -during.-theJirst-six.months- after the Supreme 
Court, on May 17, 1954, ruled against segregated schools. But 
thereafter the Council movement fell off and did not keep 
pace with the hopes of the Council leadership. This was 
primarily due to the fact that the South’s state legislatures 
and state elected officials had pledged an undying fight against 
the Supreme Court mandate. This legal bulwark dampened any 
feelings to join non-official organizations. If and when this 
first line of legal defense is overridden by the United States 
Supreme Court, the Councils will most likely find their ranks 
strengthened by other organized groups and unaffiliated white 
Southerners sympathetic to the Councils* objectives; As a last 
resort, it is not improbable that the Council members ' will 
adopt Klan-like methods. The possible rising up of such a 
period of duress, according to all precedents, is cause for appre- 
hension among all minority elements in the deep South. 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC , . NEW ORLEANS ■ (105*539 ) 


7/26/55 


JACKSON STATES* RIGHTS ASSOCIATION. INC . 
INTERNAL SECURITY 1 - X 


Reference is made to the above captioned case 
which has. been under investigation by this office. 


information .has been received that captioned 
group has experienced some difficulty in getting organized 
and has Changed the name of the group. to the Jackson Ci- 
tizens* Council and is now affiliated with the Association 
of Citizens* Councils of Mississippi. 


Accordingly, the file in the 1 above(j>kse is being 
consolidated with the file pertaining to the Association 
of Citizens* Councils of Mississippi. 
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SYNOPSIS OP FACTS: 

» Executive Secretary of Citizens' Councils quoted 

f as saying there are 253 chapters composed of approximately 
fifty to sixty 'thousand white males "dedicated to peaceful 
law enforcement." Reportedly women have been invited to be- 
come members if interested in maintaining segregation. News- 
paper article disclosed Jackson State's Rights Association 
Inc. has changed name to Jackson Citizens * Council. Reportedly 
Jackspn chapter having considerable difficulty getting or- 
ganized. Members of the Executive Committee of "Federation 
for Constitutional Government*’ set out. Pi)#*./ C-A 


DETAILS AT JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI 
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AGENCY Uy ^> 4 ' 
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DATE FORW. 

HOW FORW — 
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fea article appearing in the Jackson Daily News, 
Jackson, Mi s si ssippi , on June 10, 1955* quoted spokesmen of 
the .Association of Coimciis of Mississippi at Can- 

ton, Mississippi, as stating that they were dedicated to 
keeping segregation ’in. walks .of Mississippi life and as 
denying that the coimciis: were 11 anti -Negro, anti-race, anti- 
creed or anti-anybody." The spokesmen stated that "on the # 
contrary," according to the article, "we are organized to f 
maintain segregation by peaceful and legal means and to use\ 
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Details Contacts 1 

every legal resource* to reaist attempts at breaking down 
Mississippi* s traditional .limy -of life since reconstruction 
days.”* - ■ ■ ■ 

The article* quoted ROBIST ?ATTERS0N of Winona, 
Mississippi, Executive ^Sebretaryj as stating that there were 
253 chapters and between f]ifty and sixty thousand white males 
who have been-'qi^gwite'ed'^t]^-^;*d&d£qated;;tO''poacefcp. law en- 
forcement.*” The article quoted him as saying^”^We are a 
counter group to the NAACP;*” f \ 


The arti cle also ; quoted Mr/ BILL SIMMON^ of Jack- 
son, Mississippi, ; 7'Adf^^'stjf a ^tqr\qf'"t^e Assbcla^on of Citi- 
zens » Councils of ‘IEssi¥si^j>i, as s%a^''1Aa3i^ra^’ reason 
for the councils* existence Was to oiopGs b~in t egrati on and 
”We hope to mobilize publi 4 sentiment against integration,,” 
He was quoted as saying ' ”.*The Mississippi way of life which 
we have lived tinder because qur so iciety is based on segrega- 
tion, was threatenebi '‘to at|a^^ trained re- 
volutionaries* together for protection. * ” The 

arti cle stated’ that he did not identify the re volutionar ie s 

PATT^^i^^wa^ quoted as stating, that another 
reason for the '<Mun^Xs‘ was ” * to have some organizatiion 
to withstand the NAACP and other powerful pressure groups * 
which work upon t^urts and politieians. ,, He said that he 
believed the Supreme^ wrpng’, and that the 

National Association ’for 'thk Advaheemeht^ ¥£ Colored People 
which he said had ”press\ared” f^^|9a^fe^~ftd.ing would meet 
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resistance “proportionate i to the NAACP 7 s pressure 

In an article appearing in the "Clarion-Ledger*" 

Jackson, Mississippi, on June 6, 1955, the women of Jackson 
were invited to become members of the Jackson Citizens 7 
Council if they were interested in maintaining segregation 
among the races. j j _ c; 

I \J ( 

This article quoted W. J„ SUMMONS, Secretary of the 
Jackson Citizens* Council, as saying that the local board 
of the Jackson group had voted to admit women to member- 
ship following a strong expression of interest by women 
of the capital city,. in ob j t e ctiyes ' of.' ithe ‘ council and. 

their realization jofl.the' jei&^^esis ’of. efforts of outside 
forces to break down segregation^ Southland. 

In an article appearing in the 'Clarion-Ledger, 

Jackson, Mississippi, on May 8, 1955, it was disclosed that 
the Jackson State 7 s Rights Association had changed its name 
to the Jackson Citizens* Council in accordance with recom- 
mendation of the Board of Directors. The article stated 
that ROBERT JONES, Jackson Attorney and member of the Board 
of Directors and "of the Legal Conmiittee of the organization, 
presented the resolution. ; He stated that after careful con- 
sideration, the '_<^^acter; *pf leadership Janet .'the general po- 
licies of the Assqciationijqf Citizens 7 Cqmicils of Mississippi, 
it was unanimously recommended that the .'Jackson State 7 s Rights 
Association become the Jackson Citizens 7 Coiuicil. 

i 

, , . ... ^ , 

New Orleans Cp^idential infomant T-l, who has 
furnished reliehle ( _ii^ past, advised on May 

2 4, 1955, that Sta group was having 

considerable dlfHcultj ‘ in ge^ that the 

members were nqt_J&_eqmpl^^ 'and. did not seem to 

begetting an^iwrjs. ' r 11. '..Z 111.,' . t 
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Mississippi, furni&ed a letter on the stationery of the 
•'Federation for Constitutional Government® dated June 7 s 1955s 
and signed by JOHN B. BARR. The letterhead disclosed the 
members of the Interim Executive Committee as follows s 

- . ■ ' ; 1- 

JOHN U.'SbABR, Chairman, New Orleans, La. 

ROBERT B rS^ATTERSON , Vice-Chairman, 

Winona, Miss. , 

Hon.. WALTER C^IVHAN, Safford, Ala. 

Hon. JOE G.^NcpiEINS, Gainsville, Fla. 

Hon. JSUGH GNGRANT, Augusta, Ga. 

W. M^jHAW, Hdtadr, La. 

J. Aq^HCBBS, Sumter, S. C. 

L. V rSiOjIJBQSE, Nashville, Tenn. 

Hon. JR. A.^SUTUART, Fort Worth, Texas. 

R. B ^CRAWFORD, Farraville, Va, 

The members of the Legal Committee are listed as 
follows? i 

Hon. TOM p!N|RADY, Brookhaven, Miss. 

Hon. LEANDER.H. TSjjREZ, New Orleans, La. 

Hon W. SCOTT>OLMINSON, Shreveport, La. 

The letter is quoted as follows? 

“During January of 1955s a group of representatives 
from the eleven Deep South States assembled in Jack- 
son, Mississippi, to organize and authorize an In- 
terim Executive and Legal Committee to create a per- 
manent organization to! be known as ♦FEDERATION FOR 
CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT. » 

“A copy of their Resolution is attached. 

[ ! 

"By authority of this Resolution, the Interim 
Executive Committee is; proceeding to set up a 
permanent organization: and prepare the program 
for future activity. 


4 



I 

I 


NO 10^-492 

’’The Legal Committee has prepared a proposed Charter 
end By-Laws, which the Interim Ex^dtive Committee 
will submit to the nekt general meeting. 

"We submit this because we have reason to believe 
that you are vitally interested. 

. I 

"Courageous political leaders at all levels, na- 
tional, state and city must have organized support. 
If we fail them, they face defeat or discouragement. 

I 

”lf our Republic is to be preserved, there must 
be co-ordinated effort on the part of each and every 
individual dedicated toward its preservation. 

! 1 

"An expression of your interest will be appreciated. 

. 1 

" w Sincerely, 


"/ s/ | JOHN U. BARR, Chairman 

; Interim Executive Committee ’’ 

1 

The resolution 'referred to is as follows: 


"Be it resolved that j a National Committee, to be 
named Federation for Constitutional Government, be 
organized, consisting of two representatives or de- 
legates from each participating state, for the pur- 
pose of coordinating land assisting the efforts of 
citizens of the several states in securing a return 
of constitutional government to the people of the 
United States. ; 

"The major objectives of the National Committee shall 
be to promote constitutional government, including 
the preservation of the independence of the Legisla- 
tive, Executive > and Judicial Departments; the pre- 
servation of the sovereign rights of the several states 
and the preservation j of individual liberties, all of 
which are guaranteed 'by the Federal Constitution; to 
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secure the nomination; of candidates for office who 
subscribe to these principle sj to resist the nomina- 
tion of leftist candijdates for President and Vice 
President and other offices, and oppose the adoption 
of Socialistic platforms | to seek in every honorable 
and legitimate way to: prohibit the practice and to 
counteract the effects and consequences of executive 
agreements or orders,; and of decisions of the Federal 
Courts and the United; States Supreme Court which have 
wrongfully abrogated,! modified, or amended the pro- 
visions of the United States Constitution which re- 
quire a separation of powers between the three great 
departments of government, and of the Tenth Amendment 
which reserved to the; States and the people all power 
not expressly granted; by the Constitution to the 
Federal Government. . 

"The said Committee is hereby authorized to adopt its 
own rules of procedure and to do all things, which 
it may in its discretion deem necessary to carry out 
the objectives outlined above. 

"The said Committee shall elect officers and select 
an Executive Committee and prescribe its powers and 
duties. The National' Committee may set up State or- 
ganizations, sub- committees or special committees, 
or work through or in cooperation with existing or- 
ganizations that are in accord with the principles 
and the objectives set forth hereinabove. 

"Be it further resolved that a Provisional Committee, 
consisting of two representatives of each state re- 
presented at this meeting today, be formed to promote 
and carry into effect the purposes of this Resolution 
until such time as each state organization, which it 
may approve, can select its two state representatives 
or delegates to serve on the National Committee. ' 

6 . 
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New Orleans Confidential Informant T-2, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised on July 
8, 1955 > that he had received no information on the activi- 
ties of the Association of Citizens* Councils in Jackson. 

He stated that the activities of this group had been rela- 
tively quiet and so far as he knew they were not having any 
meetings. He claimed thalt the name of this group was changed 
recently from the Jackson! State *s Rights Associ&ti. on to the 
Citizens* Council of Jackson, Mississippi. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


Copies of this report are being furnished to the 
Birmingham, Charlotte, Knoxville, Little Rock, Miami, Mobile, 
Norfolk, and Savannah Divisions for information in view of 
the potential investigation that may develop in those districts 
concerning this association or related organizations. 


INFORMANTS 

Date of Activities 
Identity of and/or Description 
Source of InforTnation 


Agent to 
Date Whom 
Received Furnished 


T-ll 


T-2: 


Current activi t ie s 5/21j./54 



File No. 

Where 

Located 

105-lj.92-i£ 



7/8/54 SA LAURENCE 105-492 
J. FRANK, 

JR. 


Jackson, Miss 
(request) 


leads 

MEMPHIS DIVISION ! : 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

Will follow^ ‘aa^ /rsjibrt, activities of the Association 
of Citizens* Councils of iMssisslppi in the Northern District 
of Mississippi.’ " " lT "’ 

NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


Will follow and report the activities of the 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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Association of Citizens* Councils of Mississippi in the 
Southern Judicial District of Mississippi .. 


REFERENCE I 

nun ii — r ~ii 

Report of SA LAURENCE J„ FRANK, May 9, 1955, 

lJ©w o i 

Report of SA GEORGE Ao EVERETT, May 23, 1955, 
Memphis- 
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Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM 



IRECTOR, FBI (105-3^237) 


I, LOUISVILLE (105-177) 


SUBJECT: ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS COUNCILS 

(OP MISSISSIPPI), aka: The Citizens 

Councils of 'Mlstri ss ippi 
INTERNAL SECURITY.- X 


00: NEW ORLEANS 


DATE: AugtlSt 30 * 1955 


J&Jjt 

ESKiiiefe 'ijiryjT 

WWLMLtJo) 


corrxnm 

Sxf'LSU 


On Augus t 23, 1955, I 

l a Negro woman, appeared at the Louisville Office 
and furnished the fo llowing information to Special Agent 


She had just returned from Detroit, Michigan, where the 
Fifty-fourth Annual Session, Imperia^jCouncil-AEAONMS 
and the Fifty-fourth Annual Sessional the Imper iSlr-Court , 
Daughters of Isis, was held on August llj-19, 1955. 

I attended this convention at which she stated 
about 6, 000 people were present from all over the United 
States .• ' . 




At a meeting of the Imperial Court, Dajagh t e r su-of-J j is , 
at which approximately 2,000 women were present, Mrs'; 

ELIZA M.'ifi.OLEMAN, Imperial High Priestess- and .Deputy -desert 
of Mississippi, from Jackson, Mississippi, made a talk. ^ 

Mrs. COLEMAN stated that the . Citizens Council in Jackson, — 
Mississippi is harrassing the Negro people to such an ; \ \ 
extent . that the Negroes fear for their lives. She said 
that they are afraid to sit near a lighted window in ‘ 

their own home at night and that they did not dare to enter 
the office of any Federal Agency such as the FBI to make 
", a complaint for fear that they would be arrested before 
they Gfuld reach the office. She stated that in a recent 
election that the, Negro people in Natchez, Mississippi, 

Slare^ not allowed to vote and that the roads leading out 
of -Natchez were , blocked by white people to prevent the 
^^Negroes in Natchez from going to some other location to 
vote. Mrs. COLEMAN encouraged the people present to go 
^ back to their homes and complaint: to the FBI and other 
Federal Government. Agencies concerning the mistreatment 
f of the Negro people, in Mississippi by the Citizens Councils 

in an effort to obtain protection from the Federal Government . 

^ ^’"'Y 1 ^ 
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Assistant attorney General 
.iliijm F. lo:..pkins 


temuer 16,. 1955 


hireeter. 
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, On Annual: 21. lQ r >5. | | 

I Louisville, Kentucky, 
advised the Louisville office of tills Bureau of 
the following iufor&iticn. 

She advised she had just returned fro m 
Detroit, Michigan where the Fifty-fourth Annual 
Session, Imperial Council kLMMIB and the Fifty- 
fourth Annual Session of the Imperial Court, 

Daughter s of Isis, were held on August io-ly, i 955* 

I attended this convention at okich she stated 
about o,QOG people were present from all over the 
United states* 

At a meeting of the imperial Court, Daughters 
of -Isis, at which approximately 2,000 vummu were present, 
Mrs. . Lliaa M, Coleman, Imperial High iriestess and 
Deputy-desert of Mississippi, from Jackson, j-dssiasippi, 
made a talk. Mrs. Coleman stated that the Citisens 
Council in Jackson, Mississii^pi, Is harassing the Negro 
people to such an extent that t« t e negroes fear for their 
- njiin-L .JULyes. She said that they were afraid to sit near a ligh 
Si fflfliug ft wihdow in their own h 02 .es at night and they did not 
1 ■ 1 d <q£$are to enter the office of any Federal agency such as 
0 !33! xiJe FBI to make a complaint for fear that they would be 
■jSsm.pbi arjr estod before they could reach the office* She stated 
that in a recent election the Negro people in Hatches, 
iJiissiasippi, were not allowed to vote and that the roads 
leading oat of Hatches were blocked by white people to 
prevent the Hegroes in hatches from going to some other 
location to vote* Mrs. Coleman encouraged the people 

i»«i. present to ^ibaelc^'e tc;eir homes and complain to the 

t T — FBI and other Federal Oovem^eat agg&acies concerning the , 

w mistr'c Jt 2 »nt ; of the negro people in Mississippi _* oy the 

£°— — Cl ti sons Councils ia an effort to obtain protection from 
rsons the Federal' Government. 
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See Note on Yellow, page 2. 






Letfcor K> Attorney Ctoeorel 

Willie* ?. Tc«»|3kiaa - 


fl»# fila# of thia /Bureau e&nfcaia &©. 

InfofaMttie* reifttiee to the Imperial O^uacii Ij£AvSiS§ 
or th* Daughter* of isle. 

The above ia being; furnished you for your 
information* Any additional pertinent data reaelved ' 
relative to ti*ia batter will bo furniafced you ptwa pbiy* 

Zm - laaiatani Attorney ueaeraX 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 


We are conducting an investigation of the 
captioned organization in connection with Executive 
Order 10450. The Department has been furnished reports 
in this matter. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
LOngacre 3-6890 


aiwf'SS) 

lESL issti to. StHr'Ttv" ■ 


Please direct reply to : 

WASHINGTON BUREAU NAACP 
100 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Telephone National 8-5794 

September 12, 1955 


c 


? * 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D, C*. 

Gentlemen: 






In connection with this organizatiop^s investigation of 
thg^Whl te Cl tlzens Coun c lls^jn Mls/Lsjdimi . <tMs ^office 
received an unconfirmed report on /W1 Hi am J 
of the organizers of the councils |T 

We are advised that Mr* Simmons was discharged from the 
Navy as a security risk because of his association with 
Nazi groups i n Europe - His period of naval service was 
from June 2 1942 to August 15* 1942# His serial number 
was 6445261.*, .. 


Mr* Simmons resides at 734 Fairview Street, Jackson, 
Mississippi , I 1 

Sincerely yours. 


f ( . 

ur 


r%. 



JFPjmb 



J* Francis Pohlhaus 
Counsel , 
Washington Bureau 
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NATIONAL OFFICER 


President ^ 
Arthur B. Splngarn 

Chairman of the Board 

Or. Channing H. Tobias 

V ice-Chairman of the Board 
Or. Robert C. Weaver 

Vice-Presulen t$ 

Mary McLeod Bethune 
Rabbi Judah Cahn 
Hon. Harry E. Davis 
Grace B. Fendcrton 
Oscar Hammorstein, 1 1 
John Hammond 
Prof. C. L. Harper 
Dr. John Haynes Holmes 
Dr. William Lloyd Imes 
Dr. Allen F. Jackson 
Hon. Ira W. Jayne 
Eric Johnston 
Eugene M. Martin 
Dr. O. Clay Maxwell 
L. Pearl Mitchell 
Hon. Wayne Morse 
T. G. Nutter 
A. Philip Randolph 
Ike Smalls 

Willard S.. Townsend ^ ^ 

Bishop W. J. Wails ^ 

Samuel Williams 

Treasurer 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 

Assistant Treasurer- . 

Hon. Theodore Spaulding ' 


EXECUTiVJMvFICERS 


Walter Whit® ^^scutive S octet ry 
Roy Wilkins Administrator 

Thurgood Marshall Special Counsel 
Henry Lee Moon 

Director, Public Relations 
Glostor 8, Current Director, Branches 
Edward R. Dudley Special Assistant 
Robert L. Carter 

Assistant Special Counsel 
Lucille Black Membership Secretary 
Ruby Hurley 

Southeastern Regional Secretary 
Donald Jones Regional Secretary 
Lester P. Bailey ; 

Mildred Bppd 

’’ Be town * v _ * 

Oofih - \v,; , . , 

Gerlrudh Gormaih 

1 ' - jfV*’. / J^icld Secretaries 

franklin H, Williams 

West Coast Regional Scc'y-Couned 
Herbert L. Wright Youth-Secretary 
Clarence Mitchell 

. Director , Washington Bureau 
' - - — - 
y Labor Relations Assistant 

Walter P. Offutt, Jr.' 

Church Secretary 

James W. Ivy Editor, The Crisis 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Atlanta, Ga. 
Baltimore, Md. 

Batten Rouge, La. 
Boston, Mass. 

CWnbrldge, Mass. 
Cajriden, N. J. 
Charlotte, N. C. . 
Chicago, lit. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
C^veland, Ohio 
Columbia, S. C. 
Dallas, Texas 
Detroit, Mich. 


Dr. Beniamin E. Mays 
Lillie M. Jackson 
Carl Murphy 
John G. Lewis, Jr. 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 
Kivle Kaplan * 

Walter Carrington 
Dr. Ulysses Wiggins 
Kelly M^lexan5» . 

Earl B. SekersaSP* 


<TA3£iGb Smith* 
- •'^ftSaines J. tvSKI 
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Atlanta, Ga. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Boston, Mass. 
Cambridge, Mass. 


> O. 

A. T. Walden UJ 
Arthur"D. Shfer© 
Herbert E. Tucker, Jr. 
Benjamin Kaplan 


arleston, W. Vo, T. G. Nutter 


ticogo, ill. 


^ Kansas City, Mo. 


Earl B. Dickerson 
Sidney A. Jones, Jr. 
W: Robart'Mlngrdr*'' 
Loring B. Moore 
Theodore M. Berry 
W. J. Durham 
William F. Mig 
Arthur J. Mandell 
Milton R, Konvltx 
Carl R. Johnson 


Nashville, Tenn. 
New York, N. Y. 


Flint, Mich. Dr. J. Leonidas Leach 

Fort Worth, Texas Dr. George D. Flemmings 
Greenwich, Conn. Alfred Baker Lewis 

Hyde Park, N. Y. Eleanor Roosevelt 

Kansas City, Mo. Carl R. Johnson 
Kew Gardens, N. Y. Dr. Ralph J, Bunchs 
Los Angeles, Calif. Dr. H. ‘Claude Hudson 
Nashville, Tenn. 2. Alexander Looby' ^ 
New York, N. Y. Lillian A. Alexander 
« <, Dr. Algernon D; Black 

Norman Cousins 
Hon. Hubert T. Delany 
Dr. Buell Gallagher 
Lewis S. Gannett 
Hon. Herbert H. Lehman 
Amy E. Spihgarn 


NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 

Lloyd Garrison, New York, N. Y„ Chairman 

Los Angeles, Calif. Robert W. Kenny 
Loren Miller 


Nashville, Tenn. 
New Orleans, La. 
New York, N. Y. 


Z. Alexander Looby 
A. P. Tureaud 
Harry Bragg 
Bartley Crum 
Joseph Dyer 

. — Morris. U Ernst — 

- Arthur Garfield Hays 
Osmond K. Freenkei 
Paul Kern 
Karl N. Llewellyn 
James Marshall 
Shad Potter 
Louis Poliak 
Samuel I. Rosenman 


Albany, N. Y. 
Boston, Mass. 
Camden, N. J. 
Chicago, III. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Detroit, Mich. 
Evanston, til. 
Flint, Mich. 
Hartford, Conn. 
High Point, N. C 
Kansas City, Kan. 


7 $ J^fyiTlOUAL HEALTH COMMITTEE 

Q$ r jW- Montoguefccfel/ ^ 

■m^L\ 0 n b Z 0n £2 </j. - ^ 

Dr.TVtaw wigging ' 1 

Dr! . TO J 

of*. 

Dr. J. Leonidas LeUtf Qtr J 3 $ 1 u ; 

am.-, r 


Oak. Bluffs, Mass. 


Arthur Splngarn 
Dr. Charming H. Tobias 
Dr. Robert C. Weaver 
Andrew D. Weinberger 
Dr, S. Ralph Harlow 


Oklahoma City, Okla.Roscoe Dunjee 
Philadelphia, Pa. -Dr. Harry J. Greene 
Earl G. Harrison 


Pittsburgh,- Pa. 

0 

Richmond, Va. 
Savannah, Ga. 

, Tuskegoe, Ala. * 
Washington, D. C. 


New York, N. Y. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Richmond, Va. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Tulsa,„.Okla^ 

Washington, D. C. 


Wilmington-;^!. 

. <*> S>r 


Hon. William H. Hastie 
Hoh. Theodore Spaulding 
Daisy E. Lampkin 
Jessie M. Yann 
Dr. J. M. Tinsley 
Westley W. Law 
Dr., Joseph A. Beriy 
Dr. W. Montague Cobb 


Jawn Sandifer 
Andrew D. Weinberger 
Herman 2and 
William Coleman 
Oliver W. Hill 

Spottswood W. Robinson, 111 
Sidney R. Redmond 
-Am&_TJbialL. 

George E. C. Hayes 
George M. Johnson 
Edward P. Lovett 
James M. Nabrit 
,Leon A. Ransom 
Frank D. Reeves 
Ruth Wyand 
Louis L. Redding 


C.. Chairmen 


Dr. Allan F. Jackson 
Dr. Murray B. Davis 
Dr. A. Porter Davis 


Los Angeles. Calif. Dr. Emory 1. Robinson 


Louisville, Ky. 

New Haven, Conn, 
Natchez, Miss. 

New York, N. Y. 


Jackson np 

* Davil* £S If 

Robinson 1 I 


Dr. J. A. C. Lattimore 
Dr. John P. Peters 
Dr. A. M. Macke! 

Dr. Ernest R. Alexander 
Dr. Viola W. Bernard 
Dr. Russell L. Cecil 
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Opelouses, La. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Richmond. Va. 
Roanoke, Va. 

San Antonio, Texas 
fhomasvltle, Ga. 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Washington, D. C. 


Dr. Ernest P. Boas 
Dr. Henry C. Falk 
Dr. Myra Logan 

Judge Myles A. Paige ... - 

Dr. C. B. Powell * * S 

Dr. Theodore M. Sande^^yO 
Dr. Robert S. V/ilWris^ 

Dr. A. C. Terrance- 1 \ 

Dr. H a r ry: JAC raen 4\ O 

Dr. J. M., Tinsley .,/«*' . -n 

Dr. Harry T. Penn " f j 

Dr. C. Austin Whittier 

Dr. Martin Luther .VV^ltonL 

Dr. R. C. Bryant, ^ 

Dr! Jos^^^^things - * \Y. 
Dr. C. Pfeime rt Marshall . 
Dr. Edward C. Maiique, >\ >*. r \ 
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Jfi% % r . /’rawcf* /VJUJu*** nvnr 

Washington Bureau ^ 

National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People 

100 Messaohuectte Avenue, Northwest 
Washington , p M .G* 

Dear Mr, Pohlhaust r 

Tour letter dated September 19 , 195 S? has 
been received • rv 




Ifc view of the contents, I am takingf$he 
liberty of forwarding copies thereof to the 
intelligence agency of the Pntted States Wavy* ' 1 

Tour interest in communicating with me 


is appreciated « 


ILED 5 


sep i h mss 



Sincerely your s. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


See ~ New Orleans (withKcbpjkof incoming) 
Memphis \\t$> 


SAC'S, NEW 


'.AND MEMPHIS: 


% For the? iynformp/bion of offices receiving copies 

of fk.is communication • cofries of the incoming letter f ape 
beintf forwarded to ONDAjjL th the request fnai* tHe Bureau- be 
informed if their filesr contain any data which would tend 


WWKtfmbff 

( 8 ) V 

.H Jr* 


(See page s) cCEiAj 


ibU/Jj 
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.=^4 -'i's ^ss 

... 


tP'SUbst anti ate the allegation '‘eeftjfdrth in the incoming • 
l^njzeceipt of reply, h Jep Orle^&ddd Memphis will be- ' 
M0^mmeoordingl^ ' '-"l fSlT . > ■ ; -* 1 "' 


Viliam J* Sirmons be identical milM 

subject of flew Orleans file lOO^sbWx&feh' ihvestf’gatiotf- ‘ 
was discontinued when subject enlisted^h U* S, Navy on 
June 5, 1942, ■-'Iff--'-. 


■ ' % <% : . t,.' 


NOTE ON TE^OWs 

. * Bustles ref lectcor respondent has pre vi ousl y y c > 

comm^icationfoith Bureau in connection with National ■■“■ 

Association f of ’the Adixincemef% ef Colored People ( NAACP ) 
matters* He Mbs been empl&y^^aS :lo cal counsel for the 
Washington Bureau of NAACP since -8*30-54, and prior thereto 
was attorney in the Civil Rights Section, Department of 
Justice * (105-18867-10.4) >* - 


' Associati on o f. Citizen's Councils of JdAsi ssippj 
( identical Wi thorganizdii on referred po in incoming) 
subject of current Internal Secufipy^;! investigation ' 
which was suggested by the Department in connection wit ft 
provisions of Executive Orderyl . The organization has 
as i ts aims titer- maintenance of segregation in public 
schools and prevention of negroes fp^p: Moving f' ■ ■Williati^.j* 
Simmons is referred to in this file^^fi the .administrator : 
of the Association of Bitizen's Councils, of Mi ssissippi • 

V (105-34327)^ > 


r- ■ ■- - . - ■ i- 





rANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office 


; , * 


UNITE ^|||jil|fes GOVERNMEN 


■DIRECTOR, RBI ( 105 - 34237 ) 
SAC, ATLANTA (105-309) 


DATE: 


11/21/59 


C ITIZEN S COUNCIL 
RM 

Remylet 10/21/59. 

office concerning activit^bn 0 ?^ 6 t0 ^ 6 afcfcenti °n of this 
Council of Geor S fa!lL^ fcy si °Soe relet' ° f * he - Stafce ' 8 


The, Bureau win be kept, ad vi 


vised. 


®“ rea “ (1-105-37158) (rm) 
- Atlanta (1-105-321) ; 

HEK/cjb V 3 

(5) 


xhfoht.tat^o-; rc^'Amm , 






pi 

UuDECl 1959 


REC-5P "" 

tiv- 133’ 16 NOV 23 1959 







FMtiiS&iaj 


p&te t Stp^enber 2B f 1953 


ohSHO.y 


Qf Meval Intel! i genes 
Bemftmejft «/ A he ^ at} y 


«* ". . ‘ . ** *»- .In/ 

*yg» •/ ff?1< "^ 

%.^:, x«v*r 8 

n- *ort.* */ «* *t*um*t .m 

«£• *•« ^*^* d 07 * M * r,/trrsl - ^ 


Ji»i0653 


«* oaptfM** .rsw»<*o*io» *** 
j/ 0 ur Agency in the. p-(tetm 


appeemme An 
identical *# 


comm-fbi ' * a ***fc Willicm J. *J ,**S5#2? , * ,# * 

7 nn eh? ha eta &f a^eilnble a eta 

*t ♦«’"■/* !l * ***** fn.i»«l«ai op pttr* ** »* 

»» Atom* te i** jm[is, %%i„ ippit «•£« w, i«Jj " 

r* «*%*•*»»»« tort tort tum-M *«*?* JJ *• 

OTB/oowU notaio OOP tfoto «**«* 

#» «* /•*•« ** *** rt«to»*»to 

A; -.; 

_WK.fnb * paj, s for note on yUg/er \ \T fxVj' 


f t t# 
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(5) 


'zfnb 1 ^ 
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NOTE ON YELLOWS 


Simmons investigated under caption IS -G in 1942 , 
Inquiry revealed. Simmons formerly treated as psychopathic 
case, and at that time was disgruntled at governments of 
U , S , and Britian for their failure to realise his ability 
as a potential intelligence officer* Investigation discontinued 
when subject enlisted in tf,S, Navy 6-5-42, (100-10,4605) 
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fffice Memorandum • united states government. 


to t Mr 9 L, 7, Boardman 




datb: September s % 

*L1 ^PiiATOKCowrpnffl f«, s i 

a®* 6 *’! 



toom . a. H, Belmont SST Ji ^ 

$ ° 4ia - tui H^HRr .., 

subject: / ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS' COUNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI^ *' [ \ 

/ Mmr '' zrp jffimm~~~ — — - "’ '■ -- \ w 

/ INTERNAL SECURITY - X v \Jt 

Bufile 105-34837 /\ / 


Mohr . 

Parsons — 
Rosen 
$Tamm 

^|ti£jlowd 
Tele. Roodc 


Letter dated 9-15-55 from Robert fy&fattwaon, Seoreto^yj 
Association of Citi sens' Councils of Mississippi ^CCM), Winona, 7 
Mississippi , addressed to the Birector with copieHaesTgnated for\ 

the President and Attorney General expresses respect for the FBI \ 

and offers complete cooperation. The letter states that files /nd — 

meetings of the ACCM will be open to the FBI until such time jFagZZp 
Southern people suspect the FBI is involved in politics or fav®££ 7 < 

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People ( NAACP ), 
|J t adds that the press is leading people to believe that the NAACP, 

\ [through the Attorney General, is using the FBI to intimidate 
Southerners who will not submit to integration , It criticises the 
Attorney General for reportedly saying that integration has worked 
out well in Hoxie, - Arkansas , and at about the same time saying the 
FBI will investigate the turmoil and confusion resulting from 
attempts at integration in Hoxie, 

Bufiles reflect that in December, 1953, correspondent 
forwarded by^letter to the Director anti -integration literature. 

His letter was acknowledged under the signature of Miss Gandy, A 
similar letter was received from him in January, 1954 , and no 
acknowledgment was afforded it in view of its contents. In January, 
1955, a letter was received from him stating that the NAACP was 
attempting t'o stir up the Negroes, In accordance with my memorandum 
dated 1-10-55, no acknowledgment was given his letter and Memphis 
Office advised. On 3-88-55 he contacted our Agent at Winona, 
Mississippi, and furnished the Agent names of the State Executive 
Committee of the ACCM and a copy of its constitution, , f 

The ACCM and its affiliated organisations are subjects /// 
of a security investigation. Investigation has disclosed that ■ ** 

■these organisations for the most part are made up of prominent 
ncitisens who are opposed to the use of any force and violence in 


/-■/ 


Attachments 
cc - Mr, Boardman 
Mr, Belmont 
Mr, Baumaardner 


Mr, Rosamus 


MJRifmbf. 

( 6 ) \ 


INDEXED • 65 


tfb. 
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Memorandum to Mr» Boardman 


their actions against integration *. By memorandum dated 9-1-55 
the Criminal Division instructed that certain inquiries be made 
in the Hoxie area concerning alleged^campaign by an affiliate of 
the ACCM to force the school board in Hoxie to re-establi sh 
segregati on in schools • Little Rock Office was instructed by 
Buairtel dated 9-3-55 to conduct interviews and inform persons 
interviewed that investigation being done at specific request of 
xthe Attorney General • Little Rock airtel dated 9-15-55 reports 
I completion of investigation and that report in process of dictation . 

RECOMMEND ATI ONSi 

* 

(l) A letter has been prepared to Memphis Office to have 
an experienced and mature Agent contact correspondent and orally 
acknowledge receipt of his letter by the Director • At the time of 
the contact the Agent is to clearly point out to correspondent that 
investigations are conducted by the FBI for the sole purpose of 
carrying out its responsibilities as defined by Congressional 
enactments. Executive Orders and Departmental instructions • 



( 2 ) A memorandum has been prepared to AAG Tompkins with 
copies to AAG Olney advising them of Bureau's receipt of correspondent's 
letter and that the letter- is being orally acknowledged • Furthermore, 
that the Agent contacting the correqo ondent is being instructed to 
clearly point out to correspondent that investigations are conducted 
by the FBI for the sole purpose of carrying out its responsibilities 
as defined by Congressional enactments. Executive Orders and 
Departmental instructions « 
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Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


jitL INFORMAT 


TKOM > 




DATS, 9/26/55 




- < r .. 


Parsons 

Rosen 

Tabid 

Sizoo 

limerrowd , 
Tele. Roob 
Holloman __ 




■osjsct: WHITE AMERICA, INCORPORATED, X X ;t«i.. 

SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS, J X X< : 

HOXIE, ARKANSAS, X X i /V7 : ’ ^ 

CIVIL RIGHTS; \ X [/ 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X \ ^X K ^ N# 7 

& — i ^ r 

Bile Is tie advise you that a report reflectin^ra skits of 
investigat&n by the Little Rook Office in instant matter has been 
received and. <to finish copies of the report to Assistant ^Attorney 
General Olafcy and Tompkins in accordance with their memorandum of 

9/1 /5S» t ’(ra|elvsd 5/2/55). ? r 

, Bbla matter involves the alleged action of White America, 
Incorporated^ Association ofKJltlzens Councils of Mississippi. and 


Incorporated^ A ssociation ofK>ltlzens Councils of Mississippi . and ^ 
other individuals concerning segregation in public schools Tif Hoxle, h 
Arkansas. Olney and Tompkins in their memorandum of 9/l/55> advised I 
that Attorney General had authorised the Bureau to conduct investi- / ■! 
gation concerning the activities of the above. The Department ' 

felt that these dreanlzatlons, members thereof and other individuals 
were waging^ campaign to force the school board to re-establish \ 
segregated aphoolsr and that the rights of school children to attend 
regular ljr established and nonsegregated schools have been endangered. - i 
investigation ordSTed 9/ 3/55* and Little Rock report of 9/19/55* ° 

(received_9/^l/55)fSheing forwarded to Department. j 

* <■- , u - 

- In^Bsti^rtion reflects that Hoxle School District has it 

approximately. l,Oqg| white students and 25 colored students In the 8 
districts Integration was voted at school board meeting on 6/5/55 ~i 
by a vote of 3 to 2. On 6/25/55 » board voted unanimously to Into- ^ 

grate at session beginning 7/11/5 5. On 8/3/55. me eting of plridis o 

opposing integration held, led by] land Citizens \ jEv 
Committee of Hoxie' formed. Petition and resolution drawn up asking 
reconsideration .of~pr<^fua, by board and advising that children % 

would not patronfz* »«oon l unless integration discontinued. Attendance 
of white students off about 33% after this mep^ingai Meeting hold 1 

8/13/55* fuad Amis Gutfarldge of White 'Afcer.lck, ‘iA fldfborated and frinnit ; 
Phi llips^ Pres ident Little Rock ChapWir^'apbke. | [an^T | J 

say J ~ I hired ha attorney for Citizens Committee and this in 

Comma ttee not affiliated* or part of rWhitcr Afpr^ca, Inc, Petition % 
then circulated asking board to resign. Soar A reused and p^psed^N. < 

CCS M**, Ittohols I'-/ . , Ns 

xl 


mimmm 


Memorandum to Mr. Rosen *" " ^ 

schools 8/19/55 » two weeks early, to allow tension to ease. (It 
should be noted Hoxie has split term to allow children to help 
during harvest season) . 

On 9/7/55 > cchool board through Attorneys I I 

issued statement that Integration to be continued. Schools scheduled 
I to reopen IO/3I/55. All persons interviewed deny existence of any 
'violence or actual threats thereof. 

ACTION: 

(1) Little Rock was Instructed by teletype of 9/23/55* 
to conduct some additional interviews and to submit a report not 
later than 9/30 next. While the investigation conducted by the 
Little Rock Office appears to give a complete picture, these 
interviews were ordered to further insure that all possibilities 
and angles are exhausted. 


(2) From the investigation presently conducted there 
appears to be no indication of a civil rights violation; however, 
copies of the report and its enclosures are being sent to the 
Criminal and Internal Security Divisions as requested by their 
memorandum of 9/1/55* A memorandum is enclosed for your approval 


(3) Since this investigation concerns an organization 
which may be considered inder Executive order 104-50 and is in 
line with the matter set forth in SAC Letter 55-40 captioned 
"Citizens Councils and states* Rights Movements, Internal Security - X" 
the report should be examined by supervisors in Domestic Intelligence 
Division for any additional action necessary from the security 
standpoint. 
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fr» Boardman 
afc v # Belmont 


i/r. Rosamus 


Aeeiotext Att«>Fa*f feMpfl 
ffiitn #* Popp*** ; , . 


KwHiA 


A&sQcuai y or .xnuns* 
RtiMST b» J ?Awmsm 
iatsbmal Pamiri * x 

m m# 105-34^5? 


c'mviui w Mississippi 


ALL INFORMATIO N OOirTAINED 
SEREHlia UNCiA-33 : x^ , - uw , 

dms hTmoT BYSVa VO W 


n'^^A owv> 

ftf f**r fo/e root ft*, X •• i* 1/ • Utter dated 

September 13, 1955, free Meter* Ji» i*!***#F*#% Seeretery, 

Aeeoeiettem ef Qitieene* Qeunetle ef Meeieetppi, ftneaa, meeieetppt* 
A copy ef the tfvwiklMttM it eneleoed* U te noted the* eepiee 
ef hie letter hem teen doelgnated for the Preetdent end tft# 

Attorney Sumerel* 

The filet ef thte Bureau re fleet that oorreepondont hoe 
in the pmet forwarded he thie Bureau meter tol ef em anti -integration 
netnre* Be MUreh $$, 1955, he eonteeted en Agent ef thie Bureau 
at Winona, Misti oetppt, and fumiehed the Agent e lift of no nee 
ef the state ieeeuttwe Committee ef the eep tinned often teat ion end 
a eepp ef tte oonetitmtion* 

c / a* the spaniel Agent Is Charge ef our 

mmphie Qfftee te hem en Agent eonteet the oerreepondent in order 
te orally eetnemledge rteetpt of hte letter bp me, The Agent te 
being inetrueted that et the time ef the eenteet he eh mid 
oleerly inform the eerreepondent the t inveettpatietp «$ etndueted 
bp the fm for t ho eele purpooo of marrying out tth> reSQeiq&Hlittee 
mu definod if Congruent onul eneetmnte, Pee endive '*$40?% end 
MepaHmntal inetruotlone* ® 7 

1 Ail ^ S 


mietant Attorney General 
mean oiney ill , .. p 
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Boardman 

Nichols 

Belmont 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

Winterrpwd 

Tele. Room — 
HollsMn 
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NOTE: 
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Attachment to memo Mr, Bedjwn&mtA MjCmsuBoardman dated 
9-20-65} capti ontd as above MJRtfmb • 

. , / is SEP 27 1^55 / 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Mr. Rosen*/ 


F. L. Price 


DATBt 9/27/55 


ASSOCIAT ION OIL CITIZENS.* COUNCILS 
OP MISSISSIPPI 1 „ _ 

ROBERT B. 4 PATTERSON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


Tatfon 

Board man _ 

Nichols 

Belmont _ 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons ___ 

Rosen __ 

Tamm 

JSizijo 

winterr<b 6 

HollbmL.. _ 


WHITE AMERICA, INCORPORATED | 

SEGREGATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS, i; 

HOXIE, ARKANSAS, J&t INFORMATION COTSTAHOny 

CIVIL RIGHTS; ffiREBJ S SBKgHSlilUt 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 




This is to record that at 9:47 A.M. on 9/27/55* A. B. x 

Caldwell, Chief Civil Rights Se ction. Criminal Division, telephonically : ;\ 
inquired of Supervisor ! l of the Investigative Division regarding 

material in the above-captioned files. Mr. Caldwell stated that he 
recalled the Bureau had recently received a letter from Patterson, * 

"Secretary of the Citizens* Council," in which Patterson offered the 
Bureau complete cooperation and stated the files of the organization, 
its meetings, etc. were open to the Bureau. Caldwell desired to know 
the specific reference to the letter so he could locate it in the 
Department’s files (a letter was received by the Bureau from Patterson 
dated 9/15/55* offering the Bureau full cooperation and a copy of this 
letter was furnished to Assistant Attorney General Tompkins and to 
Assistant Attorney General Olney by memorandum dated 9/21/55* prepared^ 
by the Domestic Intelligence Division) . ’"Hk 

Caldwell further desired to know the specific reference to a\ 
copy of a letter Patterson had sent to James D. Johnson, State Senator 
in Arkansas, offering recording 'of a speech delivered in December 1954 
in Mississippi by individual reportedly a national organizer for the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 

Caldwell stated he desired to obtain this information to show a possible 
link between the Citizens* Councils in Mississippi and a group in 
Arkansas. He further advised that he had ascertained from Thurgood 
Marshall that the NAACP could prove there was no such person as Roosevelt 
Williams > reported to be the speaker on the recording furnished by •. J- 

Patterson, (a leaflet issued by the "White Citizens Council of Arkansas^! 
which contained a reproduction of the -letter from Patterson to Senator 
Johnson was received by the Bureau and a Photostat thereof was forwarded^ 
to the Criminal Division on 9/20/55* in connection with the investigation^ 
at Hoxie, Arkansas). „„ __ G v. 

CLM:ush RECORDED -36 /T.:'- A- 
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UNRECORDED copy filed m 




Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Caldwell was advised that Sup er vl s or | | would 

endeavor to see if such Information was available in the files 
of the Bureau. It is noted that Mr. Caldwell indicated that the 
Department might desire to have Patterson contacted in an effort 
to obtain the recording. The letter received by the Bureau from 
Patterson is to be orally acknowledged by an Agent who is to 
inform him that Investigations are conducted by the Bureau for 
the sole purpose of carrying out its responsibilities as 
defined by Congressional enactments, executive orders, and 
Departmental instructions . 

ACTION; 

Inasmuch as the information had previously been 
furnished to the Criminal Division, Mr. Caldwell was advised 
at 2:2^ P.M., 9/27/55* of the specific memoranda which had 
been transmitted to the Department so that the Information 
could be located by him in the Department's files. 
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UC, m nphie (105-121) 


September 81, 1983 


f Birttur, ru (toa-usfr)- '/ wtSo l ffiKffi niw 

^ IMaaL ^ T S°Ta vu ^ k ° 

U, * CBCRKXHM ? qgia tiom of cxtiums* cotmu» of mssimrrn r ' 

^ n&mtT b, pattsrsom ' 

Of istemal smmn - 1 *•••• 

' ' r 0;- 

enclosed are copies of a letter dated September 28, 2988, 
reeeised at the Bdf$m from Hebert 3, Pattereea, Be or story ef the 
captioned organisotiea at Winona, Meeieetppt* 

Buftle a.;#af2tmt that correspondent ie totem tOpour 
office and that en mreh S8, loss, he contacted SA merge A, 

Soerett in order to furnish nance of the State Executive Committee 
ef the capttoned^erpomteaticn, together with a copy ef ito 
constitution. 

Tea are reeaeeted to have a mature $ experienced Spent 
contact the; corriepemdent ae eeen ae possible te orally acknowledge 
reeetpt of hie letter by the Streeter, At the time ef ti§. contact 
tlm eerrespeomatj&eulii be clearly informed that investigations 
eendaated by me. fi? are made for the sole purpeae of carrying 
eat ito reop ensiBtmtes ae defined by Congressional enactments, i 

Bxeeutive Orders and Departmental instructions, / 

In the exeat correspondent volunteers any pertinent l 

information ofCint§ritt to the Buroeu, euoh information ohould i 

be accepted, However, the Agent eheuld be meet circumspect during J 
the contact so at not to peettbly cause any ombari tenement to tho 
Mreau* The da to and ro suits of tho contact -should he furnished 
te the Bureau within ten days of receipt of this &t*tr by your i . 
•//««. , T '-„S 1 


r * - — 

Q jt 

q tjrt 

Attachment to memo Mrs Belmont to Mrs BoartiMatillated 9-50-55 


captioned as above, MJBsfmb 
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September l5» 1955'. 


Mr* John Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


The FBI has always had the respect of the South, j 
due to the character and integrity of its Agents ' 
and to the fact that you have never allowed your | 

Bureau to become involved in politics. Now, 
however, there is a trend starting in the South 
that I am sure will concern you, as it does every 
patriotic American. 

Due to constant agitation by the NAACP, Northern 
newspapers and the negro press, various incidents 
that occur in the South are ballooned into unbeliev 
proportions for propaganda purposes in the North. 


The Justice Department makes a statement that it 
has no authority in various fields that concern the 
states. A NAACP delegation visits the Justice 
Department which promptly changes its mind and says .the FBI will 
investigate. The newspapers publicly announce the forthcoming 
investigation, thereby nullifying its effectiveness. 


Our Attorney General boasts to some negro or.gan.iz at ion about how -well 
I integration is working in Hoxie, Arkansas, when at the time of his 
statement Hoxie, after much turmoil and confusion, had disintegrated 
a couple of weeks previously. Then the newspapers make a big play of 
j^^the fact that integration at Hoxie will be investigated by the FBI. 

^ ^ * 

f Jr Southern people know that one negro vote in Harlem is equal to 5 5/8 
tv votes in Mississippi towards the election of a President. Southern 
i I people know of the Communist front affiliations of the President of 
Ijr the NAACP, Arthur Spingarn, of its Chairman N of the Board, Channing 
and ofk one of itsv.found^raJ^M^ E-»B. Debois. 

f/sf' j- 


Dedicated to the maintenance of peace , good order and domestic tranquility $$$in our State 

and to the preservation of our State's Rights . 
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John Edgar Hoover 


September 15 > 1955 


Southern people know that the NAACP, through political pressure. 


has tricked our Supreme Court 
to our Federal Constitution. 


into nullifying the 10th Amendment 
They know of the Communist front 


affiliations of the so-called authorities cited by the Court in 
its "Black Monday 11 decision. Southern people know that one of the 
main. talking points for integration has been to impress the Chinese, 
the Africans and the Russians. 

Southern people know of the rabid, prejudiced antics of the NAACP 
Congressman, Adam Clayton Powell, in the^Halls of Congress. Southern 
people, both black and white, recognize the NAACP for what it is, 
Left-wing power mad organ of destruction for the negro race that cares 
not one whit for our national unity, nor for the average negro 
American. Southern people, through the press, are now being led to 
believe that the NAACP, through its politics, 1 influence and the 
Attorney General, is using the FBI to intimidate Southerners who will 
not submit to its radical integration aims. 

It would be disastrous to our nation for the FBI to lose even a part 
of the prestige and support that it now has, in the South. As you 
know full well, integration cannot be forced upon the Southern people. 
That method was tried eighty years ago, and it failed* 

1 would suggest that the NAACP and its political sympathizers further 
brain-wash the South by telling us how well integration is working in 
Washington and how it has improved the peace, good order, and domestic 
tranquility of our Nation's Capitol'. 

You may be assured of our complete cooperation, if you want it. J 
Our files, our meetings, and our hearts are open to your Bur_eau until - 
the day that the Southern people suspect that it is mixed up in 
politics or is prejudiced in favor of the- NAACP. It is not what 
the facts are. It is what the peopl-e think they are^that is important 
In this case. xO * w/ / 

Sincdr ely/, ./// / t 


nobef t^BSTPa 1 1 erso n 

^ S ecretarytS,. 

Citizens'' Council oSf MiVs/S'W | ; /'J 


cct President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Attorney General Herbert Brownell 
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tor yoor information thorn it Mac ftiraiahad 
you haralnaftar data eonoarnlng orgnninntians which havt 
been formed for the purpose of perpetuating segregation. 

ftabsetuent to the Supreme Coart decision of 
May 17 | 19$*. relative to integration of Xegroe* and 
whites in public schools the first Citisens Council 
vis foraod in Indianola, Mississippi, on July 11, 195*. 
Thereafter groups in statos fro* Delaware to Texas 
formed similar organisation* and patterned their 
activities aftsr tha ona initiated in Mississippi* 

Tha magnitude of these organisations is eonsldarabla 
as is indloatad by tha fact that in Mississippi alasa 
tha state-wide organisation raportadly has 253 chap tars 
and a membership of approximately 59*090 to ©0,000* 

To data this Bureau has received information eonoarnlng 
32 of thaaa organisatlans which hart bttn established 
in i4 statos* A list of these organisatlon#> is <|et 4 
forth haralnaftar. ^ 

? -tj 3 

Bata received in connaetian with th*s* wnclls 
which vara farmad far tha astanaibla purpose^o^ ►* / j 

maintaining aagragatlan reveals thay include itph~ A*»f* 

individuals as stata lagislators, doat ar s , ~ lawmsr % f 

bankers. at aatara, whe alain th ty ara oppMedftojpny 
usa of ferae or violence in areeerviag sagragatidrt. Thasa 
organitatisma ditalaim any affiliation with ar similarity 
ta tha Wa. linn Sian and avowedly intend to aohiavo thair 
objective through usa of economic pressure brought to 
boar on ns mbar s of tha Xatlanal Assaaiatian for tha q 
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Letter to Honorable Dillon Anderson, Special Assistant to the 
President; Letter to G-2, ONI, OSI ialak date. } y' 

csvtga •4 a*' , *€• w> 
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idvaaceawat af Calered PeapAa* isliTilBilf ooaklag Sagre 
votes, Bag** voters and iB^nilwisti . It jm heaa 
reliably reported, hBMifttt tint Xa Hex Han aaeberrs la 
Florida Itvt been instructed to Joia eitleens Cornells 
•aft thereby gala a respectable freat chile continuing to 
verb for segregation. 

Set forth below arc the ohm of orfoalsoUcu 
•boat vhieh this Bureau has received inf creation; 


lesrtota States* Bights Association 
CitisoM Ceoncil of Alabama 


White 

mm* 


grated 

1 «f Iztmat 


Christie* ftwrtam Segregation Aaso elation 
loll ssil ftsiniilitl m for the Adfawiweant af White 


61 ti easts Ceatttat far Sa h eaia 


SltiaaMtSShaaell af siarfia 

W% ******* H»kt«. feat 


States* Bights Ceaneil of desrgie 
law lat ieaal Asoorl a tloa far the idvaaowwnt and 
Pretectlon af tha Majority of tha White Beagle 


Mm*m**n H# 9Mf/ QpXflttfift 

Tadetatlao far Scastltatieaal SeeeewM&t 
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A t M^bit iin of CitiMu Cawlli af Mississippi 


Associates* tor States* Bight* and Segregation 


Otli—i tarsias Association 

fitviflii of Barth Carolina 

States* Sights k«g«» of Berth Carolina 

tothftrtUM 
Citisaa* Caaaittss 

States* Bights League of ArtS Carolina 


Oak U4g«n fir Segregation 


CltlMMf ttaiicil* M{ spf^sgt *T"Tf 
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Fifinilsri MT State Sovereignty and Individual liberties 
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oitabllihoO prior to to# Sgprot Coart P o o l al on «f May If, 
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New Orleans, Louisiana 
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" ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS* ( 

30UNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI 

CNARACm or CMB 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


i SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

. 

Annual report of Association of Citizens 8 Councils indicated that first major 
accomplishment and first project undertaken by Councils on state level was 
/ passage of Constitutional amendment to raise voter qualifications , Next major 

f effort was reportedly the school amendment which was passed 12/21/5U and gave 

r f Legislature power to abolish public schools as last resort to prevent racial 

/ f Integra tion. Annual report indicates Citizens * Councils have been formed in 

Ala«, Ark„, Fla.,, Ga„, La„, Mo,, N» Co, S» Co, Texas, Tenn 0 and ?a„ Newspaper 
article indicates negro organization which has blessing of white 1 Citizens 9 
Councils being organized to foster segregation and combat and expose negro 
agitators o Activities concerning a local Mississippi chapter set onto 
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New Orleans Confidential Informant T-l, who has furnished reli- 
able information in the past, made available on September 19 and 21, 1955, vari- 
ous bulletins and publications issued by the Association of’ Citizens * Councils 
of Mississippi,, T»1 produced an annual report issued by the Citizens* Councils 
dated August, 1955* at Winona, Mississippi, This report disclosed that in 
July, 195U, the first Citizens* Council was formed in Indianola, Mississippi, 
by fourteen men who met and counselled together on the terrible crisis pre- , 
cipitated by the United States Supreme Court in its "Black Monday** decision / 
of May 17, 1951|o The report stated that for the first time in American h i&r 
tory racial segregation, the way of life regulating the daily activities 

Tfjwp.’JATlQK CONTAINED s' 
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of tens of millions of American citizens, black and white, in a well 
known pattern of familiar and satisfactory conduct had been decreed illegal® 

It was reported that these fourteen men, having no idea 
that such a small beginning would, in a few months® time, expand mir&cu- 
lously into a virile and potent organization* worked out the basic ideas 
underlying the Citizens® Councils® method of operation o It was reported 
that the idea for four committees was boms Membership and Finance* 

Legal Advisory* Political and Elections * and Information and Education® 

It was stated that within the scope of these four fields of activity 
lies the real heart and muscle of the Citizens® Councils® 

The report stated that the idea of solid and unified back- 
ing of Circuit Clerks* Sheriffs and local and state officials in the 
proper discharge of their sworn duties was worked out® The concept of 
assembling non-political community leadership into a unified body to 
provide the best thinking on the local level* dealing with local prob- 
lems* became deeply rooted® 

It was stated that the impending threat was of such magni- 
tude that the elected officials would be unable to deal with it without 
the unyielding and organized support of thousands of responsible white 
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citizens to counter the steadily mounting pressure and unceasing attacks 
from left-wing groups which were and are liberally financed, skilled in 
revolutionary techniques, and literally a closed book to most of the 
political leaders and irrevocably dedicated to **©ur destruction® "" 


The annual report revealed that the first major aeeom=> 
plishment and the first project undertaken by the Council on a state 
level was the passage of the Constitutional amendment to raise voter 
qualifications in Mississippi 0 Although this same amendment failed to 
pass in 1952, it passed by a tremendous majority when the people of 
Mississippi, through the Citizens" Councils, were informed of the 
necessity and reason for the passage of this amendment® Hie report 
stated that it was impossible to estimate the value of this amendment 
to future peace and domestic tranquility in this state® 

The report also stated that the next major effort was the 
school amendment and, on December 21, 195k, the people of Mississippi 
passed the amendment and gave the Legislature power to abolish public 
schools as a last resort in order to prevent racial integration in the 
schools® In passing this amendment, the report stated, the world was 
told in no uncertain terms that before the State of Mississippi would 
submit to integration schools would be abolished and state-supported 
private schools would be set up 0 

The annual report stated that during the first year of 
their existence the Citizens" Councils have shown an impressive statis- 
tical growth® , It was reported that in less than a year 9 s time they have 
now developed 253 Citizens" Councils in Mississippi with a white male, 
membership of over 60,000® It was reported that Councils have been ©r>= 
ganized in each Congressional district in the state and, in addition, 
ladies " auxiliaries have been organized and have many lady members in 
the various Councils 0 


It was reported that the Citizens" Councils of MLssis>= 
sippi have received national publicity and the state office is corres- 
ponding regularly with interested Americans in U6 states, Iceland, Alaska, 
South Africa and Mexico® It was reported that public opinion was being 
mobilized so that it may express itself from every direction against any 
attempt at integration® It was reported that the Councils were attempt- 
ing to present the case for segregation to the entire nation ■ as well as 
to the South® It was further reported that Citizens" Councils have been 
formed in Louisiana, Texas, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina and Missouri® 
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A statement by Mr. R„ Btrt'PATTERSON, Executive Secretary, 
Association of Citizens ® Councils of Mississippi, encouraged every 
Citizens* Council member to invite his friends and relatives in other 
counties and states to organize so they could play their part in this 
“righteous cause® 1 * PAiTERSON stated that organized aggression must be 
met with organized resistance, and he referred to the NAACP, the CIO 
and other left-wing groups as being well organized; and highly financed® 
He stated that there were 1*0,000,000 white Southerners and only 
250,000 members of the NAACP in the entire nation. He stated that 
these 1*0,000,000 white Southerners, or a fraction thereof, if properly 
organized, can be a power in this nation, but they must be thoroughly 
organized from the town and county level up® He reported tha!t it most 
be an organization supported and controlled by the people and not by 
any politician or any political party® 

PATTERSON reported that the “Black Monday 1 * decision of 
the Supreme Court should unite the South more solidly than any other 
issue and that counties and towns which have not already been organized 
should take pride in organizing so that others will not have to bear 
their burdens for them® He stated that the fate of this nation may 
rest in the hands of the Southern white people today 0 He stated that if 
the white 'Southerners subnit to this unconstitutional judge-made law 
of nine political appointees, toe malignant powers of mongrelization. 
Communism and atheism will surely destroy this nation from within. He 
reported that racial intermarriage had already begun in the North and 
unless stopped would spread to the Southo 

He reported that integration represents darkness, regi- 
mentation, totalitarianism® 

The annual report furnished by T*1 also carried an ar- 
ticle under the caption “Land of One Race, 11 which reads as follows 1 


“In Brazil, you will find blue eyes and black skin, flat 
skulls with triangular faces, hair plaited in pigtails, white babies at 
the breasts of colored mothers, colored babies at the breasts of white 
mothers and colors running from ebony to eggshell via copper, olive, 
caramel, and banana 0 ® ® ® o ® 


"Is this to be the fate of our beloved Nation, decreed 
by nine political appointees to impress the Asiatics and using as their 
authority the writings of Socialist and Communist tinged authors? 

“This amalgamation has already begun in the North, but 
it can be checked by an aroused public opinion to nullify this infamous 
BUCK MONDAY decree®" 
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New Orleans Confidential Informant T-2* who has furnished 
reliable information in the past* made available on September 21* 19% 
a circular distributed by the Federation for Constitutional Government* 

801 American Bank Building * New Orleans 6* Louisiana* which was signed by 
JOHN U^HBARR, Temporary Chairmano This circular quoted excerpts from a 
speech made by Senator JAMES Os-'EASTLAND ( Mississi ppi) in which it was 
stated that it was essential that a nation-wideTorgani zation be set up| 
that it would be a people 5 s organization* an organization not controlled 
by fawning politicians who cater to organized racial pressure groups 0 It 
was described as a people's organization to fight the Court* to fight the 
CIO* to fight the NAACP and to fight all the conscienceless pressure groups 
who are attempting our destruction*, The article stated* **We will mobilize 
and organize public opinion*, We will attempt to pledge candidates in ad- 
vanee as they attempt to pledge them*, 8 

An article appearing in the Clarion-Ledger* ' daily newspaper 
of Jackson* Mississippi* on July 25* 1955* disclosed that a split was de- 
veloping in the negro population in the State of Mississippi and there ap- 
peared to be so many factions that it could not be expected that the negro 
population would vote in the gubernatorial election in August* 1955* as a 
bloco The article reported that at one extreme was the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People and at the other extreme a 
group which was "sort of* 1 referred to as Negro Citizens* Councils « It 
was reported that this group had the blessings of the white Citizens* 
Councils and it was reported that it would foster segregation and combat 
and expose negro agitators and encourage racial pride among the negro 
people*, 

The article related that leaders of the various factions 
have been attacking each other openly*, It stated that editors like PERCY 
~~GREENE of Jackson and Ho H«iiHUME3 of Greenville* Mississippi* who also 
had backing of religious and political organizations* have taken to task 
both the NAACP and Dr» To Ro M ^HOWARD of Mound Bayou* President of the 
Mississippi Regional Council of Negro Leadership*, It was reported that 
GREENE and HOMES maintain that the NAACP drive for integration has hurt 
the negroes* cause in Mississippi and* in turn* GREENE and HOMES are called 
w Unele Items 8 for their willingness to go along with segregation*, 

On August 18* 1 955 * an article appealing in the State 
Times* daily newspaper of Jackson* Mississippi* quoted a Mrs*, RUBYrHTJRLEY 
of Birmingham* Regional Secretary of the NAACP* as saying that w since 
school boards in Mississippi are not conplying with the petitions* it looks 
like the only thing we can do is go into the Courts to implement the U*. So 
Supreme Court decision against segregation »" This article also quoted 
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Mr* ELLIS W^EKCGHT, President of the Jackson Citizens 5 Councils as prais- 
ii^j the Jackson School Board for shelving the NAACP petition for integra- 
tion of city schools . 3his article quoted Mr 0 WRIGHT further as stating, 
’•While these petitions, "which are being filed in Mississippi and all over 
the South, are undoubtedly propaganda devices intended to scare the "white 
people, agitate the negroes and raise funds for the NAACP,, they do repre- 
sent the first move in the strategy of the NAACP leading to an all-out ef- 
fort to coerce an unwilling South into compliance with the Supreme Court 
edict. 1 * The article further quoted Mr o WRIGHT as sayings **The NAACP ulti- 
matum is a demand upon our public officials to violate the laws of the 
soverign State of Mississippi, which we are sworn to uphold o We s there- 
fore s take the position that a complete and thorough investigation should 
be undertaken by the proper authorities to determine the type of petition- 
ers and their motives in making such unheard-of demands 0 The new modern 
schools built by white people 5 s taxes are evidently not good enough o Par- 
ticularly in view of the statements of seven of the original signers that 
the true nature of the petition was 'misrepresented® to them by the NAACP 
and that they were 'duped® into signing,, and charging 9 trickery, 8 it would 
seem entirely in order that all of the petitioners be placed under oath 
and sworn testimony given under penalty of perjury to determine what fraud 
the NAACP may have tried to perpetrate upon this community.*® 

Mr. WRIGHT was further quoted in the article as sayings 
w The Citizens* Councils are the answer of the white people in Mississippi 
to this juggernaut. We do not propose to idly stand by and allow our city 
and state to be taken over by the NAACP or any other outside agitators. 

We are neither apathetic nor indifferent. To defeat the race-mixing pro- 
gram of the NAACP, the active membership and support is needed of every 
white man and woman who feels as we do - that integration cannot be im- 
posed upon a majority against its will, provided it is organized to pro- 
tect itself and its legitimate interests 

New Orleans Confidential Informants T-l and T-2 advised 
that the Jackson Chapter of the Citizens* Councils of Mississippi was 
composed of prominent leaders in the fields of business, the professions 
and religious groups. They stated that the organization proposes to peace- 
fully oppose integration of the races through lawful and legal procedures. 
They stated that the Citizens * Councils do not advocate violence in any 
way in order to accomplish their purpose and that they definitely have no 
connection with any subversive groups 0 

On August 30, 1955s the Louisville Division advised that 

information had been received from 

Louisville, Kentucky, on August 23, 1955® t° the effect that she had just 
returned from Detroit, Michigan, where the 5Mh Annual Session of the 
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Imperial Council AEAONMS and the 5hth Annual Session of the Imperial Courts 
Daiighters of Isis* was held* She reported that at this meeting a. Mrs ELIZA 
M o "^0© LEMAN* Imperial High Priestess and Deputy <= Desert of Mssissippi*' who 
was 1 from Jackson* Miss issippi;, made a talk in which she stated that the 
Citizens 8 Council in Jackson was harassing the negro people to such an esc® 
tent that they fear for their lives <> She (COLEMAN) said the negroes are 
afraid to sit near a lighted window in their own homes at night and that 
they do hot dare to attempt to, enter the office of any Federal agency such 
as the FBI to make a. complaint for fear they will be arrested before they 
Could reach the office® COLEMAN stated that in a recent election the 
negro people in Natchez* Mississippi* were not allowed to vote and that 
the roads leading out of Natchez were blocked by white people to prevent 
the negroes in Natchez from going to some other location to vote® INA 
METTLES reported that Mrs® COLEMAN encouraged the people present to go 
back to their homes and complain to the FBI and other Federal agencies 
concerning the mistreatment of negro people in Mississippi by the Citizens 8 
Councils in an effort to obtain protection from the, Federal Government o 

i 

AT NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI 

The following investigation was conducted by SA'I I 


_J : Mr® S. Go GRAFT® Chief of Police j | 

advised on August 31* 1955s that 

there was a Citizens *. Council meeting at the Adams County Court House on 
the night of August 30* 1955c They estimated 'that approximately 500 lo 
600 people were .in attendance and the principal speaker of this meeting 
was MT® E^EETT^ffiDLT* a prominent attorney, at Jackson* Mississippi* who. 
is reportedly the legal advisor for the group® The^reported that the 
following officers were elected; &IH4CU * 




GEORGE i ?CTJLLEH}E* 32 Magnolia Place* Natchez* President® 

p*. . .. . .flLSS,. 

L® .STICKLE* 3603 Laurel Staeet, Natchez* 7icf Prswjdent 


ROYiSMITH* Natchez* Secretary and Treasurer® 


y» 


They reported that all of the officers were very reputable 

and respected citizens in Natchez® 


sippi* reported that there was an active Citizens 8 ,0 

that the president of this group is | 

inent farmer in that community and lives in | 


I Fayette* Missis- 
ouncil in Fayette and 
I who . is a prom- 

:»M(; ! U ' 
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Information copies of this report are furnished to Atlanta, 
Birmingham, Charlotte, Balias, El Paso, Houston, Kansas City, Knoxville, 
little, Rock, Mobile, Miami, Norfolk, Richmond and St. Louis in view of 
potential investigation that may develop in those divisions concerning 
the Association and related organisations „ 
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Instant 


9/29/55 

JRo 

report 


lacicson, mss o 


LEADS 


THE MEMPHIS DIVISION 
*At Mei 


ennesi 


Will follow and report activities of the Association of 
Citizens « Councils of Mississippi in the Northern District of Missis- 
sippi. 

THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 

At Jackson. Mississippi 


Will follow and report activities of the Association of 
Citizens* Councils of Mississippi in N the Southern Judicial District of 
Mississippi. 

REFERENCE.- Report of SA (A) LAURENCE J. FRANK, JR.., New Orleans, 7/28/55. 
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^^€6\Al6M(^UfldUM • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

i m 

roi : The' Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation date: September 28,1955- 


W):MWH:vmw 
lUi- 2-130 

lM-9-193 




from : Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney general IDilidHsvmw 

jr\ ‘Criminal Division 

SUBJECT: .iSSOS IAl ION OTC I TIZENS COUNC ILS lUr 2-130 

OF.ffl SSffSIEBI.-- - sqXj lM-9-193 

BOBRR.T R-CftATT ffRSQM ** LT 

Internal Security - X „ 

fbi pu* 105-31*237 

Reference is made to your memorandum of September 21, 19 $$ } 
to which was attached a copy of a letter to you from Robert B. 
Patterson, Secretary of the above-named organization* 

i 

I am enclosing herewith a photostat of a letter dated 
September 20, 1935, to Arthur B » /taldwell, Chief, Civil Rights 
Section, Criminal Division, fron d H | 

Jonesboro, Arkans as* The letter, as you will note, refers in part jm 
to the GitxzensJ'Oounoils and attached to it is a circular : apparently 1 
put out by the phite Citizens Council of Arkansas, containing a 'JU* 
letter from Mi* Patterson to senator James D» Jpi^oa, : -'Crosset^r^ 
Arkansas, Thjs letter, as well as another portion ©f the circular., 
refers to a recording of a speech allegedly delivered in December 
f, of last year in Mississippi by the national organizer of the NAACP. < 
l In this connection, we note that Mr. Patterson’s recent letter to ! 

/ you (See last paragraph ) states ?, our files, our meetings and our 
hearts are open to your Bureau.*.” It will be appreciated, there- 
fore, if you will have a representative contact Mr. Patterson and 
arrange to secure a transcript of this recording* If possible, we 
would like to have the speech re-recorded on tape, as well as a typed 
1 transcript of the same* 
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JONESBORO, ARKANSAS 


oeo cerrioo. 


^0, 19o 


SEP 22 WS5 ! 

'V 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 


RECEIVED 


Honorable Artnu;: b. Caldweli 
Cnief , Civil rtiu; t-s Section\ 
Criminal Division 
department of Justice 
Washington, D. 

.vv;‘ ^<ci .ool u. sir 

144-9-195 

dear mr . -^al owe 11 ; 


CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 

P/T^ 


1? SEP Cl iS.i 9 . 


CRTM. -CIVIL RIGHTS SEC. 


uose.vai 


O U . . ■ J c* - V, L 



T . . a u ... o i oi .. i . e loi. ier u _ oop - | . .l c. m _ 1 n e y ' s 

office signen by you. _z is my unuers^anoiny ao;„ oose^vai' j.. u.ui 
hearsay reports inat t..e Federal -jhegou of x.ivos c . jat i o.. 
ducted a thorougn investigation at noxio. As you know, tue 
noxie School Board is deeply grateful. 

Last Saturday "White America, Inc.," and a new organization 
which has blossomed out, "White Citizens Council of Arkansas", 
held a tnree or four nour long " ;,,sss Meeting'* on t..e lawn of the 
Lawrence County Court r.ouse at ‘walnut nidge, one mile to t..e north 
of aox.e. 

Speakers were James d. Johnson of Crosse t o, . .rkonsas, 
a lawyer, former state Senator, and uns jccessful ca.C-Oate last 
summer for Attorney General of Arkansas; Kiri Copelanu, iot 
Springs, a publisher of a weekly "newspaper" called the "Bud- down" ; 
Amis duthridge , Little nock, “White America" lawyer, used furniture 
dealer, etc.; and nerbert orewer, lioxie resident a. .a nead of tue 
iioxie segregation movement. 

Approximately one thousand people neard speeches. The 
orators lashed out bitterly at the Supreme Court of the United 
States, Attorney General of the united States, tne F.C.I., tue 
Methodist Church, uovernor of Arkansas, Attorney oe.ieral cf 
Arkansas, Univeristy of Arkansas, all of the coiieges of Arkansas,' 
The Arkansas Gazette (state's oldest a— largest newspaper ) ami 
the r.oxie School Board. 

Mr. Johnson at one point sugge^to^ that people refuse to 
pay their taxes in any locality wuero v..ere were segregated schools 
At another point eitner Johnston or Cupeiaiiu suggested t..at 
segregation could be mainta.ine.Ci jb/-tae use of "Colts,- Winchesters, 
Smith <& Wessons" or a quarter's wort., of leather plow line". 
Guthridge and. Johnson as l^utyeFA. 
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Hofijii Arthur B. Caldwell 
' RAf ' Hoxie - 144-9-193 
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9/20/55 


matters such as expenditures of district funds for hiring a 1 

lawyer (us) to represent them and the purchase of supplies and 
materi als .^.Fortunately , the lawyer has not collected one penny 
fee, so that lawsuit cannot succeed. 

i * 

One of their main attractions was a recording of a speech 
purportedly made by some N.A.A.C.P. "organizer" in Mississippi. 
Johnson frankly stated that the recording was presented in con- 
junction with %he "Citizens' Councils of Mississippi". In their 
premeeting literature, the advertising and handbills, the record- 
ing was billed as the revelation of the plans of the negro race 
■for Southern white womanhood". I am attaching a copy of one of 
their pamphlets which is identical to the newspaper advertising . 
on the subject. And, which is rather revealing of the tie between , 
this undertaking and the Citizens 1 Councils of Mississippi. : 

This week my father and I received a letter from the head of 
the oldest and most respected law firm in Arkansas commending the 
Hoxie School Board. In the letter this lawyer suggests that any ,y 
lawyer licensed to practice in the federal courts should be dis- 
barred if he deliberately encouraged violation and evasion of a ^ 
final ruling of any Supreme Court or court on any matter such as if 

segregation. I am sure this has already been explored. However, ^ 
I pass it along as a suggestion. 


Sincerely yours 






I 


for WWno Citizens of Walnut Ridge and Hoxie 

MM Mu iMiMM — - $atHrtiy, S«ptBM»f l 7, 2^i P. & 
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ft*fCft**er I, 1935 


IlMtir Jem## D. John ton f - 

Cro«aett> Arki»M« 

, ? 

Deer Senetor Jekaaon: 

^ ' ** ' ^ 

ThU i« * recording of ft ftpeech deltve*#dU#t 

December tn MiaaUatppi, reportedly bf fc isfe- 
tienel orfehUer for the NA^Cjf . * 

I felt tbet tome of the de«#4t people ofAr kerns** 
might he interceded hi the KAACP’e plhha U&\ 
their mm. ^ ✓a / 



the recorded speech of 
a representative of the in- 
famous N.A.A.C.P. . 

J(n insult to the white race 
and in particular ta ik e free* 
(fom-lmnuff tohite people of 

• -,i < % 

Arkansas. 

Hem him explain, in his own 
icanl,?, their plans for South- 
ern jvhite womanhood. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST! GA'^ , 

'"UNITED STATES IEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


3*’ «■£. rr ^ # 

Transmit the following message 




10/3/55 * AIR -TEL 

IS (105*121) 





.■£> 

4TA 


ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS* COUNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI; ROBERT 8 
PATTERSON, INTERNAL SECURITY - X. 


Rebulet 9/21/55, enclosing copies of * letter dated 
9/15/55, from Patterson In which. Patterson states that files 
of above- captioned organisation are open to FBI Agents. 




There sre enclosed herewith two copies of a. memorandum 
from Assistant Attorney General Warren Olney III, Criminal 
Division, Department of Justice, dated 9/28/55, in which it is 
reguested that a representative of the FBI contact Patterson 
and arrange to secure a transcript of a recording which was 
allegedly furnished by Patterson to Senator James D. Johnson 
of Crossett, Arkansas, and was allegedly played at pro- 
segregation meetings at De Witt. Arkansas, on 9/12/55, and 
at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas# on 9/17/55. 

The White Citisens Council put out leaflets for both 
the above meetings reproducing a letter from Patterson on the 
letterhead of the Association of C it i sens’ Councils of Mississippi 
dated 9/l/55, to Senator Johnson enclosing the recording in 
question. 


You are instructed to eontact Mr. Patterson Immediately 
and request the recording, have it rerecorded on tape and have 
three typed transcripts of the recording made and forwarded 
to the Bureau. Hr. Patterson should be specifically advised 
that this request is being mads at the specific instructions 
of Assistant Attorney General Warren Olney III, Criminal 
Division^ Department of Justice* This matter must be handled 
by mature' and experienced Agent personnel and the results of 
this contact with Mr. Patterson are to reach the Bureau uott MHEu 
i,t^thm^o/iU/5S. £u. ' 

H.tRtM g (ssi 


HOOV^l 
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Ahno 


Winterrowd ' 

Tele. Room X 

Holloman U /$ 
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Little Rock ( Info 

New Orleans ( InfoXLC 

■31+237 ^ ;M 

:ush -^/NOPE: 
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** 4JX®* 

^ ® gci 



ft r ^ 


Ina; 



,ch concerns an 

^&r,gaAI Ration ^osaibl^ comiM 

ExecMive Order This coiamunication , 

be^outed through the Domestic Intelligence 

2 T HIU2 Diyi^i^f^r Its approval. 
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??A; 


to Tolsou^js 
ft. Boardirf| 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



irectcr , FBI, ( 105-34237 ) 


memphis ( 


UNITED S 


DATE:;': 9 V 30 


OF 


ROBERT B',' PATTERSON ': '• t£J 
, INTERNAL' 'SECURITY ' --TS 


m 


pMr. 

I 'Mr. H&rbo — ' I. 

f-Mr:' MoVlrN — '-.--^1 

OVlr. -Parsons:-^ — ~ j 
LMr. ..Rosen.^-^ ! 
I Mr. T&nipd — — ,] 

I M r , Wmterrowa- 
1 Tele- R^bni^-^ 

M mVfi aS 


'I,' A^ 1 ^ 21 - 55 -^ 

' \ ; On 9-27:- 55, ROBERT'; B : . PATTERSOl^vas,. personally 6'ontacted' •//• -0 

• by. .SA GEORGE : A> EVERETT,, ' at Wiripna, 4 Kipplsslpp)!, ,'a.t . which tlmeVp ■ V 

: ; SA EVERETT .acknowledged receipt by. you : of -..his lett er of /'•/•;• ;• /’• 4 

• Sept ember jif ,- - 1^55 and . advised- PATTERSON of "‘the • p.urpose : 6f FBI • :■ 

: inve st igat ion s . as outlined /in your' letter../ /• : ' , •/./-.■./ ' ;; • •• • ■ / ■. . 

. ■/./:: PATTERSON .expressed his appreciationr for the personal . ./ • . • : 
acknowledgment .and slated' the • CTtizensby^Gouneir /ip;/ general,:-.. •" 
and he in [particular, a r er ea dy "at .. an y- • t i me 'tof urhi s k*vth e v : y : 

.FBI- -any information, desired concerning the-activitles thfW-A ^ 
i •.‘•Association, : PATTERSON stated/ the dissociation feels fjt hafS^A/ : "i i- 
nothing . to . hide and "h6 apology to make, r He requested Snaths'- - : f/ 
SA- /EVERETT, feel free' to contact-.him at' any time and mNke a^j: /i! 

■>request.- for- information . desired by t"Ke : ' 4 FBI.' 4 - . . . : ‘ -"“l •' ' 1 , ' ■•. S 

-/// ://•/ //f./ ■ . / / A ■;■/'■ f// ;'///-/ // ./A; f / // / ./’ -T v Y#j 

•' ' ’ ' . /■ PATTERSON •' st at ed ’ that . he . feels you cannot f ully^?harfeiffihe ;■ 
yie^s’: ; expressed t>y/ tite /peparfment.;.' ^'eserffS • : - 44 '/' : lii 

racial/ Inyoly emenf , ■ . sin ce. . t ho s e views • apipSar ‘ :t d/.him/' t^.he : die - .' / [ ‘ 

tated by political motI:#e.'S'^r-at.her'-t;£^ i .pure'.;law" enforcement .. • •/ fc, 

: 'He said the”. people of the South have' always, had a higher: •.respect, , L 

• for the EBI; than other • sections, of. the ' country/ but that respect . IT 
would' be ; rapidly diminished , if; the; FBI ..Should b e ;.U s e d/a s ~ a •' tool / : P 
"for. ’j^/iit icaL .purpos e : s ^ Which 'appear s- 'to ■' him , and bther S , in . the : ' ,\'||! 

. /SouthAtq be developing. In. the racial: invest i.gati.Qns ; demanded- .byt- y 
,/f he Department . . • •-./ ■■"/• •• ■'• . .1 : ^ ^ ; 

h ' 1 i •; ■ -V . : . ■' / . -•' . / o,i, : , . 

: ,.No. 'di scus si on of the., above.:, was- 'entered/ .into', b y. ’ S A ' EV ER.ET'f , . ' 
.'■-but : :>^'TT/a^SbN/was advised ’'’th'atith'eViire'jp^r^w^'^^b^^^^perh'ed':/^^^ 
, /with -or interested . .in political mptivesy ' being^ solely /irit ent o 
iperf orSiing his’ responsibilities under the . Federal: . law,; v . . .. , 

1: PATTERSON - at this time' furnished SA EVERETT -a •copy of : th _ 
present revised organizational ; structure, of the .Association,:.: 

. including the names of . the,. :Sf at e f xecut i ve: ;Gpmmittee , ■ th e i Distri«.t-. i; 

• Gbalrni^iakd-i^q^ty-''Chairi4en:’. in all counties where .Ippal . Councils? / 

. are organized. - In addition,; he stated there . are now cpuricils- in • '• 

'•■ th'e; stp.te.s/'pf . Texas, /'Louisiana;, 7 Arkansas,. iPississippi,''' Alabama-, ' . 

. / Florida/^ Carolina, /'i This information 'will •beviheor^' 

. • por at ed'Tiri' ‘ the/ Alext .-xepp'r'p; •spbm||ted’;’j|h tl^s- mat^ 



Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Belmont ^ 

Liaison Section 


IJlItaiMATIOH COOTAJESW 
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' Ootob.r $, 1955 V“ c 

to * - Assistant Chief of Staff, Q»2 -: 
department of the Army 
the Pentagon . 

Washington 25 » D.C, 

Attention ' Chief , Sachrity Division 

from* John Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subjects ^lilEEHSJSOBN AHD - - 


g« 

rs 


For your information there is being furnished 
you hereinafter data concerning organisations which hare 
been formed for thepurpose of perpetuating segregation. 

Subsequent to the Supreme Court decision of 
Way 17 t 195% relative to integration of Negroes an| . 
whites in public schools the first Citisens Council^ :*? 
was formed in Indianola, Mississippi, on July II, 1^5^ 
Thereafter groups in states from Delaware to ^ 

formed similar organisations and patterned their ' % - 

activities after the one initiated in Mississippi . 
the magnitude of these organisations is considerable ^ 
as is indicated by the fact that in Mississippi alpneg 
the state-wide organisation reportedly has 253 chapters 
and a membership of approximately 50*000 to 09,000. 

To date this Bureau has received information concerning 
32 of these organisations which have been established 
in m states . a list of these" organisations is set «v 
forth hereinafter.' i\ 6 1 n *~i M. 
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letter t© Assistant Chief ofStaff* G»g 


■ Sat© received in coBBscticai witli these councils 
which were formed for the ostensible nwrsose of 


maintaining segregation reveals they include such 


Dansers, et cetera, who claim they are opposed to any 
us© of fore© or violence in preserving segregation. these 
organizations disclaim any affiliation with am similarity 
to the Ku Xlux Xian and avowedly intend to achieve their 
objective through use of economic pressure brought to 
bear on members of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Color©! People , individuals seeking Negro 
votes, Negro voters and int egrat ionis tc . It has bean 
reliably reported, however, that Ku Sink Sian iates in . 
Florida have been instructed to join citizens councils 
and thereby gain a respectable front while continuing to 
work" fof segregation, 


about which 


Set forth below are the names of organ 
h this Bureau has received information 


American States* Bights Association 
Citizens Council of Alabama 


mit* 

White 


Citizens Council of Arkansas 


Christian American SegregationAssoeiatlon 
National Association for the Advancement of Mbit© 


She hover Citizens Cojmtittee for khit© Schools 


Citizens Council of Florida 
Florida States 1 lights, incorporated 


be 2 ** 









to Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 
■ ■; Department ■ of the tray : V' ■ 


Citisena Council, Big Spring, Texas 
■ ; Citiseas Council, Balias,' ' Texas - ■;■ 

• . Citisens Council, Grange, Texas 

' Citisens Council, Tarrant County (fort Worth) , Texas 
Kilgore Citisens Gouncii, Kilgore, Texas .-rvvv— ■: 


Defenders of State Sovereignty and Individual liberties 


’ In addition to thaabove, several other groaps ' 
established prior to the -Si lprene Coart decision of May 17, 


California, which is directed by Gerald 1. K.Smithj 


buv «siauv «uua«5 

Sissoari, an offshoot ' of the -Christian National i s t Crusade 

■ The foregoing information -is being furnished you 
for your confidential nse and should not be disseminated 
outside of year Agency. . . - :. 


2TOe - Director .of Naval Intel 
' ^Department of the Maty. 

' the Pentagon ■■- : ; 
/\ ; :/‘V$aishis gte®-25* : 'B* G. 


2 ec - Director of Special Investigations 


M-th&nd Adams Drive, S. H* 
Washington, B. C. v..<> : v' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


Mr, 

Mr . 

Mr. Ii‘s. zn 

Mr. T'.,-vn 

Mr. Bimo 

Mr. Winterrowd, 
Tele. Room , 

Mr. Hoilomao^l 
Miso 


FROM: FBI /MEMPHIS ( 105-121 J 


10/6/5# 


a> 


SCTOR, FBI (105-34237) 


AIR TEL 


ASSOCIATION OF Cl TIZENS.* COUNCILS 
OF MISSISSIPPI ; ROBERT B. PATTERSON 
INTERNAL SECURITY -I 


ReBuairtel 10/3/55. 


ss^aPi 


ROBERT B. PATTERSON, Winona, Miss., on 10/5/55 advised SA GEORGE A. 
EVERETT he does not have a copy of the recording referred to and 
did not send one to Senator JAMES D. JOHNSON, Crossett, Ark. He 
knows that JOHNSON did have such a recording, which he probably 
got in Miss., but PATTERSON stated he does not know the source 
or origin of the recording. He has heard the recording, which 
is rather mild, and he heard it has been played over radio 
stations in Miss, or Ark. The speech recorded, he said, sounded 
like an introduction rather than a speech and was alleged t<? 
have been made by an Arkansas Negro somewhere in Miss. He does 
not know the name of the speaker and said the recording is of 
poor quality. PATTERSON said the. best source of a copy of the 
recording, as far as he knows, is Senator JOHNSON. 

The Little Rock Office at Crossett, Ark., will contact Senatpj*'"'^ 
JAMES D. JOHNSON to secure the recording in accordance witji/ 
referenced airtel UACB. 


Mr. Belmonl 
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cc-- 2 Little Rock 


PIPER 


1 New Orleans (Info) 


Teletype...^ 

A. 

>. M. S. 0^ 
:2C. Dot 
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z. Mail. 
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Approved : 


•istered; A 


: -j OCT ^ 1955 



Special Agent in Charge 
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It Memphis sirtel 10/6/55- BCT "^8^ ; 

Contact Johnson and attempt to s ecure copy of 
recording. He should be advised that he is being contacted at 
request of Assistant Attorney General barren -Olney IK. Attempt 
to determine source fros which Johnson received recording. 

‘ Memphis advise Aether Patterson denied writing letter 
of 9/1/55 to Johnson enclosing recording which letter reproduced 
on leafletrdiatributed at Mitt and P-alsat 


mm 


Tolson — 
Boardman_ 

Nichols 

Belmont 

Harbo 

Mohr, 

Parsons 
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Tamm 

Sizoo 

Winterrowd. 
Tele. Room 
Holloman _ 
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op, - 1 ! erMe 

105-3^37 

WMA : 3 Jf 
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NOTE: Contents of Memphis airtel of 10/6/55 discussed with 
A. B. Caldwell,. Chief, Civil- Rights, faction, Department of 
Justice vdio advised that Johns# shoffict'bf contacted. 









Assistant Attorney General 
Warren Olney III 


October 11, 1955 


Director, FBI 


ALL HTPOUWHTTOtT CQKTAJKEB 


HEREXDT IS MifiJLASSJ 


ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS * COUNCILS OF 
MISSISSIPPI $ ROBERT B. PATTERSON; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 

(Your reference 144-2-130; 144-9-193, MWH) 


Tolson 

B cardinal) _ 

JNichols 

Belmont 

Bar bo : 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

Winterrowd . 
Tele. Room 
Hslloman, 


Reference is made to your memorandum of 
September 28, 1955, requesting that Mr. Patterson be con- , 
tacted and a transcript of a recording allegedly furnished 
by Mr. Patterson to Mr. James D. Johnson, Cr os sett, Arkansas, 
be secured. 

This will confirm a conversation between Mr. A. B. 
Caldwell, Chief, Civil Rights Section, Criminal Division, 
and a Bureau representative on October 10, 1955. 

Our Memphis Office has advised that Mr* Patterson, 
Winona, Mississippi, was contacted on October 5, 1955, at which 
time, he stated that he does not have a copy of the recording 
referred to, and did not send one to Mr. Johnson in Crossett. 

Mr. Patterson stated that he knew that Mr. Johnson did have 
such a recording, which Mr* Johnson probably got In Mississippi, 
but Hr. Patterson stated that he did not know the source or 
origin of the recording. Mr. Patterson further advised that he 
had heard_ the .recording which ha .claimed is rather mild and he 
has heard it played over radio stations In Mississippi or in 
Arkansas; Mr. Patterson stated that the speech sounded like 
an introduction rather than a speech and it was a speech alleged 
to have been made by an Arkansas Negro somewhere in Mississippi* 

Mr. Patterson stated further that he did not know the 
name of the speaker and that the recording is of poor quality 
and suggested that the best source of copy of the recording is 
Mr. Johnson. 

In accordance With the request of Mr. Caldwell, 

Mr. Johnson is being contacted by our Little Rock Office in an 
attempt to secure the requested transcript of the recording. 


WMAibak 

(4) 
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Note: Little Rock instructed by airtel 10/10/55 
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Office IWLeiTlOVd'flduPl • united states government 
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FROM * 


Mir* A • H • Belmont h 

«. {( XX ff 


DATE: October 13, Ywyi? 

■Z 055 y Belipnt 

cc - Mr, Nichols ^ b °- 

Mr. Bogrdmgn Parsons 


einton 


a 


Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm' 

Sizoo 

Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 


O ~ME Belmonr ll Z 

•OBJECT: CITIZENS CD UNCTLS. AND STATES ' | | *“ terr P owd 

RIGH TS MOVEMENT Holloman 

internal security - x Gandy 

BUFILE 105-34237 ^ 

By memorandum 5/16/54 you were advised of formation of citizens 
councils in several Southern States which are opposed to integration of 
Negroes and whites in public schools , 

Bureau has received data re 32 such organizations in 14 states. 

To illustrate magnitude of these groups , the one in Mississippi alone 
hclaims 253 chapters with membership of 50,000 to 60,000, These councils . 
[include as members prominent citizens such as state legislators, bankers, 

| attorneys, etc,, who claim they are opposed to use of force and violence . 

I Two U» S, Senators, Johnson of South Carolina and Eastland of Mississippi, 
a have lent support to councils in their respective states. These groups 
avowedly: intend to achieve their objectives (l) by exerting economic 
pressure on, Negro voters and integrationists and (2) through legal pro- 
ceeding, They disclaim any affiliation with or similarity to Ku Klux 
Klan ; hsipever, information received that Klan members in Florida instructed 
to infiltrate these organizations , thereby gaining respectable front 
while w<M>kiT%j for segregation. Also former Klansmen have been reported 
to be m0kbeljs of these groups in some states. Department has advised 
conspiracy to injure or intimidate Negroes in their rights to vote by 
application of economic pressure or otherwise would seem to be violative 
of Title 18, U, £>• Code, Section 241, Department w suggested ,f investigation 
of two of these councils in connection with Executive Order 10450, 

Inquiries have been initiated on these two groups and reports furnished 
Department, 

Bureau , s position in connection with conducting inquiries re ^ 
these g roups is extremely d elicate. We could be charged with investiga- 
ting citizens organizations which have committed no violations over which 
we have jurisdiction. However, it is believed necessary and desirable 
that we continue to keep apprised of activities of thesd: organizations in 
order to (l) follow Klan infiltration of these organisations, (2) ascer- 
tain if these organizations fall within purview of Executive Order 10450 
and (3) obtain intelligence information concerning the organizations and 
individuals connected therewith in event of future outbreaks of vi olence. 

By SAG Letter 54-67 field advised of possible formation of 
these groups and to be prepared to maintain adequate informant coverage 

Enclosurej&^uLZ?- /<£-J~iRECOfiD£D • 71 ' ' ^DX 
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Memorandum to Mr, L, V, Boardman 

to keep Bureau apprised of activities, SAC Letter 55-40 instructed 
field no inquiries should he conducted re these groups without prior 
Bureau authority and whenever possible contacts should be limited to 
established reliable sources after Bureau authority obtained to initiate 
inquiries , In view of rapid spread these councils , the absence of infor- 
mation indicating the councils are preparing to act in other than a 
lawful manner, and the possible adverse criticism which could be directed 
toward the Bureau it is believed advisable to further restrict the 
field in that onl y established reliable ^urcessfipu lj d becontac ted 
without exc&p^^^^ This^'wtTr^^o^SeSl^t redxwe^tfie' amount of 
Tn^rmationothe^ i s e obtainable concerning these groups but it will 
also reduce considerably the possibility of unjustified criticism which 
could be directed toward the Bureau, Other instructions previously 
furnished field are being reiterated • 


RECOMMENDATION t 

Ihere is attached an SAC Letter redefining for the f i eld 
i the Bureau's investigative objectives in these cases and instructing 
\field to contact established reliable sources only concerning these 
1 groups, It is recommended that this SAC Letter be approved , 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


; Mr. Ta mgrc S 

f Mr. Bizoo 1 

Mr. WinterwcL f 
j Me. Bo om... . j 
Mr. Holloma_ j 


FBI , MEMPHIS 


10-17-55 


/DIRECTOR, FBI (105-34237) air TEL 

RE^ASSQC IATION C F CITIZENS »_ COUNCILS. 
f^O?E fiSTSS IEEl? ROBERT B. FATTERSCN 


IS - I 


ReurAirtel 10-10-55. to Little Rock & Lemphis. 

When contacted 10-5-55 5 ROBERT B. PATTiRSGN neither 
admitted nor denied writing letter of 9-1-55 to JALES D. 

JOHNSON j Crossett, Arkansas . 

UACB . PATTERSON not being re-interviewed about letter 


Ralrno^. 


GAEsBK 

(4) 

105-121 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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|iMr. b Boardmi?£i 

I Mr, Niches 

| Mr. r 

1 Mr. §£rbo 

1 Mr. Mohr- v 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE i 

/ /| Mr. Tatum J 

* j Mr. Sizoo , f 

/ fw^* \ Mr. Winterrowd-j 

:j Tele. Room j 

Mr. Holloman I 

g Teletype message to: BUREAU ( 105 - 34 $ 3 ^> Gandy f 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


LITTLE ROCK 


10/13/55 


IRECTOR FBI 


ASSOCIATIjMJ_OF_CITIZENS ' COUNCILS-.. 
OF ltSSISSIP.Pl'; ROBERT B; PATTERSON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - X 


M& 2NFQKfcf ATJOW C0HPTAIH18B 


ReBualrtel to Memphis 10/3/55 and Bualrtel to 
Little Rock 10/10/55. 






On 10/12/55 JAMES D. JOHNSON, attorney, Crossett, j./ 

Arkansas, was Int erv iewed at his offi ce in Crossett by SA's 

\ and | 1 JOHNSON was requested to 

furnish a copy of the recording mentioned in reairtels. He was 
advised that the recording would be returned in its original 
condition and that he was being contacted at the request of 
Assistant Attorney Heneral WARREN OLNEY III. 

JOHNSON stated the recording was the property of ROBERT 
B. PATTERSON of Mississippi and that it could not be furnished 
without the consent of PATTERSON. In reply to a question as to 
the source of the recording, JOHNSON replied that he obtained it 
from PATTERSON. JOHNSON was asked whether he had more than one f, 
copy of the recording and stated he did have more than one copy.^^f 
He was advised that PATTERSON had been interviewed by agents of ~ 
the Bureau, at which time he denied furnishing the recording to 
JOHNSON. JOHNSON merely stated again that the recording was ) 
PATTERSON'S and that he would have to contact PATTERSON before f/ 
it could be made available. C' 

He also stated he was not sure whether the recording ^ ML< 
would be made available even after he contacts PATTERSON and ' f* 
that there was a possibility a subpoena would be necessary before/i" 
the recording could be obtained. /yV 

JOHNSON suggested that he be recontacted in abou t 03 / /fiM® 
week at which time the recording may be made available^^ will 

WStotohr AlRTBIi. 

JWMrcrc • ; — --rf^S’14 @?YPE / 

(6) iar. iga as-i , x •>- . \\ As/ 

105-133 £ _ A . fT cr-r-r-- r. 

C.pT-'C 1) 


cc: 1 - Memphis (105-121) 

. 1 Little Rock (105-134? . -sLv 

Approved : A il±-. i * j a * 1-. Sent— 

J Special Agent in Charge 


[m" OCT U* tSt’iw 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

PAGE TWO 

JOHNSON is a former* State Senator in Arkansas and was 
an unsuccessful candidate for State Attorney General in 195^. He 
is a frequent speaker before pro-segregationist group meetings in 
various towns in the state and there are consistent reports that 
he will be a candidate for Governor of Arkansas in the next 
election. 

JOHNSON will be recontacted on October 19, 1955 » and fl 
again requested to furnish a copy of the recording, UACB, 

BRYANT 







sf 


Assistant Attorney General 
'arren Olney III 

director, FBI 

,5 '-r y- ”'f 


October 19 i 1955 


Atx cc&mum) 

mimii&ymbmwwQ. .... 


r- 

otfi 


■'SSOGI.'^IOT! OF’Cr.TfENS* GOTJtTC TLV ■ 0 

of r':isat,-si: r> ij ror.ut b* pattepsoh 

‘ L 3 ^J V 'XTT ** X 

(Your" reference "•ll^-2-i^O; 11^9-19^ - MUH) 


Boforenee Is made to my memorandum of 
October 11, 1955* 


EirWfrhn 

xTw 


This will confirm a conversation between ifr. A. B. 
Caldwell, chief, civil Rights Section, criminal Division, 
and a Bureau representative, October 17, 1955* 

Our Little Rock Office, on October 12, 195 ’•>> 
contacted Mr, James D» Johnson, attorney, Crossett, 
Arkansas, at rhich time Mr, Johnson was requested to 
furnish a copy of the r cording which you requested be 
obtained. 
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• Mr. Johnson stated the recording was the property 
of Robert B» Patterson of Mississippi, and it could not 
be furnished without the consent of Mr. Patterson,. 

Hr. Johnson stated that he had obtained this recording 
from Mr, Patterson, and ho (Johnson) did have more than 
one copy of tue recording. 

Mr. Johnson was advised that Mr, Patterson had 
denied furnishing th j recording to him, and Mr, Johnson 
then stated that he would have to contact Mr* Patterson 
before the recording could be made available. He stated 
further that he was not sure whether the recording would 
be made available oven after he cont ! cted Patterson, 
inasmuch as ther . was a possibility that the recording 
could not be secured without tho use of a subpoena, 

Mr. Johnson suggested that ho be recontacted in approximately 
one week, at which time the recording might be mafb available. 

V- 

In accordance with the instructions of Mr. Caldwell, 
Mr, Johnson is to be recon tec ted and requested to furnish 
a copy 'of the rsoo- ding*;- i-v'-.': ' A..-.'?' 
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STANDARDjFORM NO. 64 . 


• ■ ■ UNITED ^^^jiS ^dVERNMENT . ; ; * 




to ; : DIRECTOR/ FBI (105-34237) '. 

FROM 




SUBJBCT : 


DATE:... 10/25/55 


*v i sh3 TS 


Reference is made, to captioned case which 
has been under investigation by the .New Orleans Division. 

- -/K The Bureau^ s attention is called to the fact 

that* this ;©rgan izati?f|; reportddl^; originated In Indianola 
MselsslpJ>iilia, - July,’ 1951^ and .' its publications emanate . 
from Winohiv^ ■■Missinsippi^^i^h-i^s' 1 the repprtedh^ad- ■ 

quarters tor the executive 6t$ ; IIer, ROBERT- B^^TATTSRSON. 


r. i ■■;. ■ , .... ... > / , .. * - v« . 

. . It is suggested tha Wunder the c ire umstanc es 

the Memphis Division might; be in a better position to . 
cover the activities of this organization on the state 
level, since it covers the headquarters of the State 
Executive Officer. It Is., therefore,, suggested that the 
Memphis Division he d es i gha t edthe of f i ce of origin. 

/ ' The Memphis Divisie^ls r in possession of all per 
tinent serials in this case, ehfc.the New .Orleans office 
will continue to follow •andvrepWwi&£ activities of the 
association Inthe Southern Judicial-District of . . 

Mississippi. - >/ n 


LJP: .lab 


cc Memphis (105-121) , 


/df ' 
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Mew Orleans ( 10 5-492) 

mORDED-9 2 , . 

director, FBI (105-3423?) -Lf 

*rr-jg 

ASSOCIATION or Jim :i,NS 1 COUNCILS 
or Mississippi 
INTERNAL SECURITY - I 


November 7* 1955 


Seurlet Oc to be r 25, 1955* 

In view ef the fact that Memphis (severs 
the headquarter* ef the State Executive Officer ef 
the captioned organisation, Memphis te being desig- 
nated the office ef origin in this ease# 

The Mew Orleans Office should continue te 
keep the Bureau promptly informed ef all pertinent 
information obtained relative te thie organisation* 

See - Memphis (105-121) 
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Ltr to Director Savannah, Ga. 

10/17/55 

Re: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

IS-X 


According to the article, each city- 
having a Citizens Council, appoints a director and an 
alternate, who in turn select an executive committee 
which has the power to name the state-wide association 
of councils (SIC) . 

An article in the October 11, 1955 issue 
of the "News and Courier' 1 , a daily newspaper published 
at Charleston, S. C., stated "The directors of the asso- 
ciation of Citizens Councils will be chosen by. the 
council or councils in each county. Thereafter, the 
directors (one from each county) will choose their ex- 
ecutive committee and state officers then will be selected 
by the executive committee" . 

Both articles mentioned stated the steering 
committee of the "Committee of 52" , which recently circu- 
lated a resolution calling for the preservation of con- 
stitutional government and racial segregation, met with 
the heads of the Citizens Councils in Columbia and pledged 
support within the framework of their resolution. This 
resolution concerning which the Bureau will be advised 
in detail by separate communication, bears the names of 
individuals residing in various sections of South Carolina 
Some of these names are recognizable at a glance as being 
the names of men of prominence . 

As the Bureautes previously been advised, 
the Savannah Office has opened and had pending as of 
October 1, 1955* a total of 24 separate cases on indivi- 
dual Citizens Councils located in different places within 
the State of South Carolina. Several additional councils 
have thus far been organized during the month of October. 

A further report as to the total number will be made in 
a letter to the Bureau on or about November 1, 1955* 


Ltr to Director • 


Re: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

IS-X 




Savannah, Qa 
10/17/55 


In Charleston County, of which Charleston 
is the county seat. It appears from newspaper reports 
that Citizens Councils are being organized- on the 
basis of school districts; that is y there will be 
a Citizens Council --in existence' for each school dis- 
trict. An item in the October 12, 1955 edition, of 
the "Evening Post" , a daily newspaper of ..Charleston, 
stated that when these local .units are organized, 
each district will elect a representative to a , 
central committee board which will disseminate in- 
formation on the district's level, it appears, 
additional councils will continue to be organized 
at a rapid rate within the State of South Carolina. 

It also appears the Citizens Councils will soon 
commence operating in Georgia. 

An article in the October 12, 1955 
edition of the "Savannah Evening Press", a news- 
paper published each weekday at Savannah, Ga., 
stated Attorney EUGENB’t'cOOK of Georgia "helped 
start a ne w Citizens Council group on its way ; . ^.-5- 

last night with a speech . accusing communists j ■ , y 

of engineering the race problems in the United • 
States". The article stated this group was loca ted. , 
a t Springfield , Ga . . • and indicated it would 5ea" 

"dounty wide Council similar to numerous others 
formed in Mississippi, ..South Carolina, Alabama and 
Georgia,. 

Inasmuch as these various local Councils 
will operate autonomously, this office will continue 
UACB to qpen individual investigative files on each 
Council and report the activities of these Councils 
on an individual case basis. In addition, a case is 
being opened on the Association of Ci ti zens Councils 
nf South Carolina ana reports on a state -wTd’e ba s isP 
will be prepared in this case. Information reported by 


/ 


Ltr to Director 


Re: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

IS-X 4 r 


Savannah, Ga 

10/17/55 


the Savannah office in these cases, will as previously 
indicated, be obtained from three and only three sources 
as follows: ■ 

1. Public information . 

2. Knowledge of individual investigating Agent 
(such as business or occupation of officers) 

3. Prom reliable and. proved sources. 

Isolated searches of the names of Citizens 
Council leaders have thus far revealed indication in our 
i &M 0 e .S L .. ft f,.£ortoar conne ction with the Je SocfaTion of 
Carolina Kla ns on the part^pf^ these ^ Cguncll.: leaders. 

pea ki ng , the name s of ‘ the Council leaders 
continue %.o indicate they are individuals of prominence. 

Kfpial tension seems to be mounting fast 
in some parts ®f South Carolina . Such mounting tension 
is not unlike!^ within the State of Georgia, particularly, 
since Attorney General COOK referred to above has publicly 
announced he intends later this week , to "expose the ugly 
truth" about the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. He stated he and his staff had in- 
vestigated the NAACP as to origin, aims and manipulators, 
and he would Expose this organization before the Peace 
Officers Association of Georgia at the meeting of this 
association in Atlanta. 

Lt. Governor E, F^HOLLINGS -of South . Carolina was fj r 
quoted in "The State" of October 12, 1955 » as praising the (y 

Citizens Council at Elloree where he sopke before the Lions - 

Club on the previous date and as condemning the NAACP as a 
"subversive organization." 
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Ltr to Director 


Re: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

IS-X 


Savannah, Ga 
10/17/55 


Negro publications in South Carolina -4 jP A 

have published inflamatory articles concerning the . 

. Citizens Councils and racial segregation. Some of If , yF'ij 
these articles have been written by MODJESKS’^SSklN^tt 
: , former SI subject of the Savannah Office . The 'NAACP -P (y^ 
in South Carolina is taking a very aggressive attitude 
in these racial matters at this time. Some of the 
items being published by negro writers are derisive. 

In one instance, an item referred to white men who 
practice segregation during the. day time and integration 
■ , at night . 

* This office has had two extortion invest i- 

; gat ions arising from the racial situation. The victim 
• of one of tpese, the Rev. J. A^rDELAINE of Lake City, 

;• S. C. . fired a rifle into an automobile containing . 
n~Tour white': men which passed his house a few nights ago . 
f, A local warrant againgt DELAINE has since been executed 
p upon complaint of the driver whose head was narrowly 
!' missed by the rifle bullet, and the Rev. DELAINE has 
departed from Lake City into parts unknown. 

Economic pressures by the white people 
against the negroes and counter-economic pressures 
by the negroes against the white people are increasing 
in South Carolina, notably at Orangeburg. Details of 
these pressure moves will be set forth in a report con- 
cerning the Orangeburg Citizens Council at an early date. 

. . No doubt this entire situation is of interest 
to the Department on the highest level. Press reports 
have indicated : the NAACP has discussed the Citizens 
Councils with the Department. It is my feeling that a 
definite commitment should be made by the Department con- 
cerning these investigations in South Carolina and Georgia, 
and the Bureau has, in all likelihood, already taken this 
matter up with the Department. Beyond this , several questions 
of field office policy arise: 




Ltr to Director 


Re: CITIZENS COUNCILS 

IS-X 


Savannah, Ga. 
10/17/55 : 







V* 


1. Having already indexed- the names of some of the 
Citizens Council leaders, we are finding in appli- 
cant type matters, notably in AEA. investigations, 
that individuals seeking positions are related to, 

: or have given as references, individuals who are 
leaders in these Citizens Councils. In addition, 
a Security Representative of the Savannah River 
Plant has indicated informally an interest in obtain- 
int a thumbnail sketch of the Citizens Councils. 

Only two reports have thus far been submitted 

in these cases. As of this date we have 30 cases 
pending. I feel, therefore, that any characteri- 
zation at this time of these Citizens Councils would 
be premature. This matter will be checked periodically 
with the expectation of preparing,.- if justified, a 
characterization of these Councils which will meet'- 
with: the Bureau* s approval for insertion in investi- 
ygatiye reports for dissemination. Meantime, reference . 
fj to the Citizens Councils Is not being made in these 
/ applicant type cases. The Representative of the SRP 
is being advised his interest will be borne in mind. 

2. The only two reports in possession of the Savannah 
Office dealing with Citizens Councils outside of the 
Savannah territory, fail to indicate dissemination 

to agencies outside the FBI. I recommend that reports 
prepared by this , off ice concerning the various individual 
Citizens Councils, be disseminated in each instance to 
1 the local Intelligence Agencies, namely, OSI at Warner 
’ Robins APB, Ga; G-2, Fort McPherson, Ga, and ONI, 6th 
ND, Charleston, S. C. This will be done UACB. 

3. ( The title of each report will set forth the location 

of the particular Citizens Council. Please note, some 
I of these Councils are being organized on a county wide 
I: basis; some are being organized on a school district basis; 

■■■y' some on a pity basis, and some on a joint basis by several 
cities. The title Will be clear in each instance as to 
\ the exact jurisdiction of the particular Council. 

The Bureau will be kept advised of developments. 

- ' :■ - 6 -- ■ " 
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deference is made to my memorandum to the 
Attorney General dated October 6 f 1255 , in which you 
mere furnished information concerning the formation 
of prosegregmMon organisations throughout tit South, 

the Savannah Qffice of this Bureatl has advised 
that an article in the mtober 11 , 1 $$$,. issue of *The 
State** a daily newspaper published at Colum bia , , Sm tM. 
Caroling, reported that heads of Gift sens councils from 
throughout tit state had met on Be to h er lQy 1953 , in 
Columbia \a nS had formed a statewide Association of 
Citisene Councils, 


I SETT 


An mm named member of the Steering Committee 
me quoted at saying the over-all purpose of the new 
organisation would be to coordinate tit various afy**., 
and objectives of tit oitisens councils throughout the 
state intoiehs state-wide organisation, but thgt ZQcf&p 
councils would remain autonomous, Z 


Z ® cP 

A committee member, also unnamed, was qji£o%jtdrf> 
as listing tit purposes of the newly formed orgdhjji^tic^w 
hs the gathering, discussion and dissemination of fn$pr*r 
ration relative to the operation of constitutional % *fl 
hovernnentwhd the preservation of state sovereignty dhd 
lit hbirasfdl society! the betterment of relations between 
"fie racee, t# s maintenance of peace, good order, and 
tranquility in the csmmunitys the education of the public 
rthArefipeui* and the association with other groups having 
Siwi^arr aims! and the doing and performance of all acts f 
epfd. things incident to the attainment of its purposes * 
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Attachment to memorandum from Belmont to Boardman dated 
10-39-55, re same caption, CFttamh i 
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UNRECORDED CODY HLED IN 




tetter to Assistant Attorney Gemerol 
filllo* f* Tcmpkime 


A* article in the October 11 , 1955, issue «/ 
the '*#•«« a»ct Courier,* a daily newspaper published At 
Charlotte*, South Carolina, stated n fhe direatwtM'of the y 
association of Citizens Councils will be chosehby the 
council or councils in each county , Thereafter, the 
directors /one from each county) will choose their ex- 
ecutive committee and state officers then will be selected 
by the executive committee,* ; 

In Charleston bounty. South Carolina, it mppmtre 
from Newspaper reports that citizens councils are being 
organized on the baste of school districts* that] is, there 
will be a citizens council in existence for each i school 
district * On the basis of this information it appears 
additional councils mill be organised within South 
Carolina « At the present time information has been/ 
received concerning 30 such groups within the state, 

t 

files of the Savannah Office indicate leaders 
of i&cse councils were formerly connected with the 
Association of Carolina Klaus* Information concefntng 
this Kl&m organization has b?en furnished you previously. 

Activities of a nature likely to incp^ase f/ " 
racial tensions have been increasing! for example, meorgia 
State Attorney General Eugene Cook delivered k speech 
on October 11, 1955, before the Peace Officers Association 
of Georgia it which he cftar^edf th t acttvitiee of the 
National Association for t&t Advancement of Colored People 
*and its local fronts pose a serious threat to the peace, 
tranquility, government and may of life of eur State** 

Cook reportedly stated u the issue invol oei $s not of 
race, but rather of subversion ,* and that he proposes to 
take * appropriate action * on *the subversive nature of 
these activities •* 

Meyro publications in. South Carolina have 
published inflammatory articles concerning citizens 
councils and racial segregation. Some of these articles 
have been striate* by Modjeska Simkins whoio the subject 
of a current security investigation by this Bureau* Some 
of the items being published by Begro writers are derisive. 
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Letter fa Assistant Attorney General 
Willi a* F, Ttmpkin § 


and in one instance, an item referred to white men who 
practised segregation during the day and integration at 
night* Sfhgerdtng to the Savannah Office, the National 
Assentation for the Advancement of Colored People in 
South Carolina is taking a eery aggressive attitude in 
racial matter* at this time* 

t 

ftanomic pressures by the white people against 
the Negroes and counter economic pressures by the Negroes 
against the white people are increasing notably at Orangeburg, 
South Carolina , 

The Savannah Office has also furnished information 
concerning Lincoln Emancipation Clubs, Inc*, and State 
Nccro Farmers Association, Inc., two Negro organisations 
which reportedly have been formed for the purpose of 
opposing pressures being applied by the white citizens 
councils * Inquiries are being made relative to the aims 
and purposes of these organisations . It is possible 
that similar organisations will be formed by Negroes in 
other states, upon receipt of information concerning the 
formation of one of these organisations inquiries will 
be initiated te determine its aims and purposes, the 
methods used or advocated to achieve its objectives, and 
its potential for violence. Copies of ail reports con- 
cerning Negro and white organisations formed in connection 
with this racial situation will be furnished you promptly. 

Additional pertinent information relative to 
racial ten* ion in the South will be furnished you promptly 
upon receipt thereof bj this Bureau, 


cg - Assistant Attorney General 
Warren Olney III 
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SsSttn * m tMcsASsaigo . ^ 
l***»uT UXOAB VJAJ^l 


R^ejpnee la «gfadra B fej 6i soar mei^^anium dated October 2$, 
19$$, in whlph you made refe^nel to information received by yon 
concerning 32 pro segregation organisations mentioned in my 
memorandum J^l-^taber . 6,, 1955, to the Attorney General, 

pei^iysta# information th# appropriate field offices 
of this BureanA^ive been ins time tad to j^fplt reports concerning 
the eight organizations listed in your Copies of 

these reporta wifi be furnishedyou Iraiaedlatoly upon receipt 
thereof by thld'Bufeau. in addition the fjjlld offices covering 
territories in,,w^i'ch citizens coirnc i Is have^be en formed are 
being ins trucked to furnish the Bureau any Information concerning 
acts of force of' violence to deny others their rights under the 
Constitution e©|pp%ted by individuals who .^?© members of citizens 
councils, fnfol^aation concerning these / ; f§eidents will be furnishe 
you promptly upon receipt thereof by this -lureau. 
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YELLOW: . Department advised in connection with designation of 
citizens councils under Executive Order -10lt50 it would be 
necessary to show that the organization has adopted a policy 
of advocating or , approving the commission of acts of force 
or violence to 'deny others their rights Tinder the Constitution. 
However, the acts of individual members thereof might reflect 
such policy. • The Department requested all such acts committed 
by individuals be brought to the Department’s attention. 

U*3I . . / 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmi.tr the following Teletype message t 


FEZ LITTLE ROCK 


10-28-55 


^86 

/ Mr. Tolaon 

/ Mr. Boar dman 

ai °» I afar- 

Mr. hS F 

JUSTICE Mr. Moh r j 

Mr. Parson a 
Mr. Rpga n 
Mr. Ta mm 
Mr, Sizoo . 

Mr. Winterrowi. 
BUREAU (105-3 l +23j70ele. Book . 

Mr. goilom aa 

AIRTEL Miss 3“** 


DIRECTOR 


AIR MAIL 


ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS' COUNCILS OF MISSISSIPPI; 
ROBERT B. PATTERSON 
IS - X 

ReBu Airtel 10-26-55. 

Attempt to re-contact JOHNSON on 10-19-55 
unsuccessful. Agents continuing attempt to contact 
JOHNSON, and Bureau will be advised of result. 

BRYANT 


AMB/rp 

CO 

105-133 


Mr. Belmo&i 


DU 


RECORD 




y? y 

- J I°i3n L E t 

~~ 1 mETYPE > 

A. M. 

12 OCT 31 T955 A.M.S.&. 

^affiEGISTERED , 


Speciay Agent in Charge 



— • • 

Office ^ Ni&fROYUudumj united states government 


TO : MR. A. H. BELMONT, 



SUBJECT:^ ASSOCIATION OI-.aiTIZEM. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X 
Bufile 




On 10-20-55 | 

Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), advised 


\ of the\Secu 
iai&On Agent 


DATE: October 24, 1955 


S £xr f ' Tolson 

FROM : MR m R • R • ROACH f \^*j( Boardman _ 

Nichols* 

j/* s- ^00> 00000 ^ \ Belmont 

\ Harbo 

SUBJECT :^ ASSOCIATION .Q&.GJXIZEHS— / \ 

^mc^tM^i^iksiRMi^. .<♦ '> 0 i \ \ Rosen — 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X £- / °S" 1 \ J — 

Bufile lC5^B&m / ' \ Wrrowd. 

\ Tele. Room 

\ >A Holloman 

Lr \ Gandy 

On 10-20-55 , of ther\Secu^± u flj v 3 i o n, 

Atomic Energy Commission (AECj~, advised LiatyPn Agent that the 

AEC would appreciate any information on the PCiti^ns l/cmncil of~ 
Afississippi .. He stated this request had come from the AEC Savannah 
River office • 

There is enclosed one copy each of the New Orleans report 
of 10-7-55 and Memphis report of 5-23-55 in this matter • 

REC OMMENBATI ON : 

It is r ecommended that Liaison furnish the enclosed reports 

to I l and that he be advised at that time that these 

reports do not reflect a full investigation of this organisation but 
only limited inquiry made to determine if this organisation comes 
within the provisions of Executive Order 10450 (Security of Government 
Employees ) • 


M: 


Enclosure 




Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Baumgardner 
Liaison Section 
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Office Memorandum • united statesgovernment 


to » Mr. L. V. Boardman 



datbi October ,195 5 • SSj l 


ROM >, 


SUBJECT: 


Mr . A. H. Belmon 


Belmont 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons 


CITIZENS COUNCILS. AND ' 
INTERNAL. SECURITY - X 





45T?^ : ; ■/' c 

: ■■ ^ 


By memorandum May 16, 1955, you were informed of 
creation of organizations in several Southern 'states which 
are opposed to integration of .Negroes and whites in public 
schools. . - 

These organizations have continued to spread 
unabated and up to present time Bureau has received informa- 
tion-concerning 32 such organizations in- 14 states. 

In view of nationwide interest in segregation 
and the'Supreme Court decisions relative thereto it". is 
considered advisable to furnish information concerning 
these organizations to the White House and intelligence 
agencies (G-2, ONI, OSI) in addition to the Attorney General. 

RECOMMENDATION; 


it 

S3 


There MB attached letters to Dillon Anderson, 
Special Assistant to the President, the Attorney General, 
and G-2, ONI, OSI', concerning the formation of prosegregation 
organizations. It is recommended that these letters be' sent. 


* Enclosures ~ 

y - ; 

cc - Mr. Boardman 
cc- Mr. Belmont . mj« 
cc - Liaison Sectio^-*^ 
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»®;0CTi2 1955 





Mr,. Boavdm 
Mr, Belmont 


ntra. 


arch g 


Assistant Attorns jf General 
William F, fonpkins 


November 2, 1955 


Pi rector, FBI 


ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS COUNCILS 
OF MISSISSIPPI 
INTERNAL SECUSITI - X 
FBI File 105*34237 


iliSSSRSSSSmnttf? 1 


There is being furnished you herewith for 
your information one Photostat each of the following 
documents issued by the captioned organisation* 

1, volume I, Number 1, of H The Citizens * 
Council** for October, 1955, 

2, n The Citizens * Council** Annual Report 
dated August, 1955 • 


k&res (2) 


NOTE ON YELLOW : 

// / Attachment memo Belmont to Boardman dated 

<&/m/55, in captioned matter, CFW:Bas, 
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Office Memorandum • .united states government 


T«bon 

DATE: October 2%j 2953T|d 


AIL INFORM CONTAMD s. 

mm S ^CLASSIFIED si 

DATE ^ fr 

&t}o,SS°\ 


’E^Imont _ 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm. 

Sizoo _ 

Tinterrowd _ 
Tele. Room 
Holloman __ 


to t Mr, L. 7, Boardman 


from t Mr, A. H , Belmont 

/O 0^ 

tcmjBcrr^CI TI ZENS COUNCILS .AND - 
STATES ' RIGHTS MOVEMENTS,, 
INTERNAL" SECURITY - I 
Bufile 105-34237 


By letter October 17, 1955, the Savannah Office 
advised that Citizens Councils are being formed throughout 
°f South Carolina at a rapid rate , Savannah has 
30/ pending cases at the present time. They note the racial 
tension seems to be mounting fast in some parts of South 
Carolina and it is not unlikely that this tension will 
spread to Georgia, Negro publications in South Carolina 
have published inflammatory articles concerning these 
councils and racial segregation. Some of these articles 
have been written by Modjeska Simkins, v security 
; subject of Savannah Office formerly on Security Index, 

Some, of the items being published by Negro writers are 

derisive , In one instance an item referred to white men / 
who practiced segregation during the day time and integration 
at night. National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) in South Carolina is taking a very 
aggressive attitude in racial matters at this time. Two 
extortion investigations have arisen from racial situation. 
Economic pressures by white people against the Negroes and 
counter-economic pressures by Negroes are increasing. 

The racial tension in South Carolina appears to be 
more pronounced than in other states in which these organ- 
isations are located ; however, there is racial tension throughout 
the South concerning attempts to integrate public schools. 
Previously Savannah advised 2 Negro organisations formed in 
opposition to citizens councils. One is sponsored by the NAACP 
and the other has as an official Modjeska Simkins , previously 
mentioned. It is not unlikely that similar 

I Negro organisations will be formed in other states to oppose 
pressure being applied by white /segregation organisations, 

pro 

Enclosures (2) 


oc - Mr, Boardman 
Mr, Belmont 
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Memorandum for Mr . Boardman : 


OBSERVATIONS: 

Information furnished by Sauannah concerning racial 
tension in South Carolina is being furni shed the Department 
and Department will be kept advised of all information received 
relative to possible violence in connection with these organ- 
isations. . All offices conducting investigations concerning 
citisens councils are being instructed to furnish the Bureau 
information concerning racial tension in their respective 
territories and the potential for future violence. These 
offices will be instructed to keep the Bureau promptly advised 
of any additional informationof this nature received by them . 
Question was raised in Savannah letter of October 17, 1955 3 
concerning reporting of data re citisens councils in applicant 
investigations. This matter was handled by separate memorandum 
dated October 21, 1955 . 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

If you approve , it is recommended that the attached 
letter to the Department be sent . It is also recommended 
that the yellow file copy of the letter to Atlanta, copies 
to other offices, be approved so that original, which is on 
duplimat, may be sent. 
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SAG, Atlanta 

Dir attar, FBI (105.94S37) 

CITIZENS com OILS AMs/ 

states 9 Biesrs Momma ts 

INTERNAL 8KCVBITT * I 


BodTd^n b 

Belmont s b 

i 

it, » 8S 

-*-^ r ' 

AIL INFORMAT® CONTAp 
HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED x 


PAT E <*k 

Information received at tit Baraau relative to 
eitteeno oometlo mkieh Hava boon formed for tha purpooc 
of perpetuating eegregution indicator radial tonoton to 
mounting in aeon action mtth thia at taction. In one atata 
two Mogro orgeat aationo havo boon formod for the pur pace 
of combating Mo aettoitioo of tha ctpfccnc counoilc, It 
to not unlikely that atmilar organi aationo mill bo formod 
in other ota too. 

Be eh office reoototng ooptao of thto latter to 
inotruotad to fmrnioh tha Bureau no later Man Mov ember 14, 
1955, a euoeinot tummary of the racial ettuat ton in Mo 
territory oooared by Mot office . Alt memory okeuld 
include detailed information regarding faeldoate which 
have arisen in connection viM Mo problem of segregation; 
the namee of any organi aationo formed for the purpose of 
perpetuating or dissolving segregation $ thfotn<tiian x 
concerning Mo potential for violence of groups formed! 
outside influence being asserted on pr congregation and anti- 
segregation organisations, ouch as by Me Ctowuiafot tarty, 
and any additional information which will giro Me Bureau 
a complete picture of the racial ettuaticn ao tt j}ow 
estate tn relation to Me segregation quo at ton, g 

7. C ^ 

Thereafter, the Bureau should be futpielfed 
promptly any pertinent information received relative ts& 
racial tonoton tn connection with the eftfoefte" ewdctl* or 
their oppe sites, ^ % % 

. -ag: 

cc • Baltimore mailed 2 ^ 2oo m Memphis 

oo * OCT 3 1 1955 m Miami - % 

cc - Charlotto t k „ 2 * o * Mobil* 

oo - Dallas g°Mi £” — sac • Mem Orleans „ 

00 •* Boueten J 2c c * Morfelb }y / \ / 

oo * Kansas Oity \ / 2 0 c * Btehmond Jr£/ ,$/ 

cc • Knoxville 1/ 2ee- • Savannah 

oo • little Bead V / iT v 1 \ 


COMM- 


2 cc » Memphis 
2co * Miami 
2 cc • Mcbilc 
2cc - Bern Orleans 
2 oo * Morfelb 
2 oo * Btqhmond 
2 oo * 5t«t«tal V 


NOTE 0N YELLOW: See page 
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Attachment to memo from Bplmont * 
to Boardman dated 10-2W-55 3 re «t 
aame caption. CFWcamk nW 







Litter te SAC, Atlanta* 


Vft«« tufermation ft reeetved eeueamtng the feme tie* 
of a fegre organisation in eppeeltle * to ett Irene triune ilo, 
you ehould edwlee the Bureau promptly ami eemduot no tnooott • 
gat ton or inquiry* four oommm toot ton tkould tnelude information 
am liable in your off toe concerning' the formation of the 
organisation, l to mime and pur po geo, the methode uoed or 
adaooated to aehieoo tto objectives, and Bata oonoerning the 
eff totals thereof * 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Two Negro organisations h*ve been formed in South 
Carolina . One of these organisations is the subject of 
inquiries in connection with possible Communist infiltration 
thereof . Discreet preliminary inquiries are being conducted 
concerning the other organisation to determine its true aims 
and officials thereof. 


* 9 m 
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0 ^^ M^i fmdum 


Mr. L. ¥. Boardman ■ 


NMENT 


FROM > 


■OBJECT : 


Mr. A. H. B^montf 

o c y 

- CITIZENS COU NeiLS..AKD . 
STAp^RlSlTS MOVEMENTS 
^NTBHKAL ’'SECURITY - X 
Bufile I05-3 l +237 


dates November I, 

1955 

(y 

%£3U mecm£A , noH camAmsS} 


vvv^ 



Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen .._ 

Tamm* __ 

Sizoo „ . " 

Winterrowd ' 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

.Gandy^i__ 


As you were advised previously, numerous organizations have been 
j formed ihcct^feut Southern States for purpose of perpetuating segregation. 

We are not investigating these organizations; however, we are following 
their activities through established reliable sources and are disseminating 
copies of reports locally to intelligence, agencies and at the Bureau to 
i the Department and to G-2, ONI, and OSI. v ^ 

|/v x/i' ^yw ry 

For the most part these reports contain data obtained ttirGWgn 
incorporation records* newspaper articles, literature issued by the 
organization, and other public source material. 

At the Bureau copies of initial reports received on each organi- 
zation are being disseminated by letter and in this letter of transmittal^'- 
. the Department and intelligence agencies are being advised that the report 
being furnished does not reflect the results of a full investigation but 
» only information obtained through limited inquiries being made to ascertain 
the influence, if any, in the organization of Ku Klux Klan members or 
others who advocate repressive tactics against minorities; to determine 
whether its programs and activities bring it within purview of Executive 
Order 10^50; and to develop data regarding the group's potential for 
violence. 


They are also being advised that in the event an investigation of j 
the organization is initiated as a result of data obtained through inquiries 
being conducted they will be furnished the results of the investigation and 
at that time will be informed that an investigation rather than an inquiry 
is being conducted. ^ 

G-2, ONI, and OSI are being advised the information furnished 
them concerning the organizations is for their confidential use and should 
not be disseminated outside of their agencies. . 


Enclosure 

cc - Mr. Boardman 
cc -Mr. Belmont 
cc H 
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Memorandum for Mr. Boardmari 


OBSERVATIONS: 


It is believed desirable that we have the field offices 
preparing reports on these' organizations disseminate copies to the 
local intelligence agencies by letter containing the above statements. 
This will insure that there is no misunderstanding either at the 
headquarters or in the field offices of the intelligence agencies as 
to the scope of the data being furnished them. Otherwise they could 
infer we are conducting a full investigation of these organizations. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


There is attached a letter to Atlanta with copies to other 
offices which are preparing reports on these groups instructing them 
as above. It is recommended that the yellow file copy of this letter, 
the original of which is on duplimat, be approved/that the letter may 
be sent. so 
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Office Memoi 


..„m • UNITED STA 


3VER.NMENT 


fij/ ' Tol« on 

TO ‘ Mr. L. V. Boardman/yr 3 • dates October 31, JSSTll 

jrom » Mr. A. H. Belmont /V ^ . “^onTZ 

«. ' .. Lyfifa- ■' . . - Rosen_ 

/} ■ |9f<P ** ■ •- ‘ Tamm 

L^r V Sizoo 

SUBJECT: CITIZENS COUNCILS AND. STATES’ RIGHTS MOVEMENT winterrowd. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - X • 

Buttle 105-34237 Gandy _ 




erom » Mr. A. H. Belmont 


y- 




Reports received concerning prosegregation organi- 
zations are furnished the Department for consideration under 
Executive Order 10ij.50. By memorandum October 25, 1955* 
Department advised that in order to designate one of these 
groups under that Executive Order it would be necessary to 
show that the organization adopted a policy of advocating or 
approving the commission of acts of force or violence to deny 
others their rights under the Constitution. The Department 
stated that the acts of individual members of these groups 
might reflect such policy and requested that the Department 
be furnished information concerning such acts committed by 
individuals who are members of these groups. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: • 


There is attached a letter to Atlanta with carbon 
copies to other offices which are conducting inquiries relative, 
to prosegregation organizations instructing those offices to 
furnish the Bureau information requested by the Department. 

It is recommended that the yellow file copy of this letter, 
the original of which is on duplimat, be approved so that 
this letter may be sent. 


Enclosure 


cc - Mr. Boardraan 
Mr. Belmont 
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SAC, Atlanta 


November 1, 19$$ 
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Dirac tor, FBI <10$- 3^237) 


Ciri2E8S CO'JKG ILS AMD 
STATES' RIGHTS MQYEMEST 
INTERS AL SECURITY - X 


Bach offioa receiving capias of this letter 
Is conducting inquiries concerning ppoeegregation 
organisations -hiih have been foraed ln opposition to 
integration of Xegroea and whites in public ccnc^ls. 

The reports bei'ig submitted concerning these groups are 
furnished the r> partuent for lta ooneideretlon In con- 
nection with the provisions of Bsonutiv* Order 10^$0« 

Ths Department has advised that "In connect ion 
with designation under Executive Order Mo. 10tt$0, it 
would be necessary to show that auah an organisation 
adopted a policy of advocating or approving the commission 
of seta of force or vlelanoa to deny ethers their rights 
under the Constitution. While the Executive Order refers 
only to organisational policy, the sate of Individual 
member* there oF night reflect such policy. It la 
requested therefore that you bring to our attention, 
insofar aa My be practical, all acta of feroe or 
violeaeo ceaaaitted by Individuals who are menders of 
auoh oaptlonad organizations.” 

In acoordanoa with the above request of the 
Department, esoh offioa receiving copies of this letter 
la instructed to promptly furnish the Bureau any pertinent 
inf ones tlon reoelved ralatlPa to aoto of foroo or violence 
to deny others their rights under the Constitution which 
are committed by individuals who are members of or eon- 
nested with any of these pro segregation organisations. 
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Attachment memorandum 
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, , 80 *? of * Wo ® w violence oenal feted by 

i?**! J l<3tt«X» tan be connected with order* or progress 
of these organisations those sets should be included 
in reports suteitted on the organisations/ oS»rwl.. 

.houid b. .U^nud to Sdi: 0 ** 

tn«“dSir»S nlTn fry M ? 1 f» tt °” *tS iuL 

xnaiYitJuej, who c coni feted the set ie affiliated* 
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